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REDUCING THE COST OF BUILDING WORK. 
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HOBBS, HART, & CO’S 
LOCKS 


HYDRAULIC NO FIRE 


LIFTS. RISKS. 
LONDON HYDRAULIC POWER CO. 


HATFIELD STREET, 8.E.1.. HOP. 4540, 


THE LIFT & HOIST Co. 


Sole Makers of “ Premier” Rolling Shutters. 


108-114, Prince Street, DEPTFORD, S.E. 








LOCKS SECURITY. 
LO C KS OURABILITY. 
LO C K S ECONOMY. 


LOCKS 
LOCKS 


76, CHEAPSIDE, E.C. 2. 


WAYGOOD-0TIS [| TRTS 


For PASSENGERS, etc. yatMmourTH ROAD,8.E1 





EWART'S 


“EMPEROR” SMOKE CURE 


Cures Smoky Chi:nneys. 


Catalogue on application 


EWART & SON, Ltd., Euston Rd., London. 


ASTO CONSTRUCTION 


Cc ‘ey LONDON, N.1 


ASTON $s steetwort. 








ELECTRIC LIFTS 





-oumaeg oo FACTORY BLOCK FLOORING 
ND PARQUET FLOORS. 


DAMMAN & CO., LTD., 
137, PARK RD, ST. JOHN’S WOOD, N.W. 8 


Smith, Major, & Stevens, Ltd. Lonpons 


ASTON IRON CASTINGS 
ASTON 


NORTH 1808 
(3 lines) 





(late Archibald Smith & Stevens), “NORTHAMPTON 
REVOLVING SHUTTERS 


] Jl } | S COLLAPSIBLE GATES. 





“STANDARD ASPHALTE”’ 


For CAVITY WALLS. Seanpten: and Price List upon Acetone 
DON : 118, Cannon 8t., E.C 


WWLGANITE, LTD. {28 AieentA iinoum 


ord Park 


DENNISON, KETT & CO., LTD. 
Tel.: Bank 8356, 11, QUEEN VICTORIA ST., E.C. 





SIMPLEX LEAD GLAZING 


FOR ROOFS, SKYLIGHTS, and 
HORTICULTURAL WORK. 





HEATING 





TWO STOVES IN ONE. 


THE “INTER!IOVEN.” (ascait’s Patent.) 
The only Reliable Convertible Stove. see page xxx 


ROSSER & RUSSELL, Ltd. 


(Mavyrarr 5210) 


37 DUKE STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, W.1 





NO ZINC, IRON or PUTTY USED. 
ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED. 
NO SPECIAL. CONTRACT REQUIRED. 
Over 2.000.000 sup. ft. in use, 
Write for Particulars to 


GROVER & CO., LIMITED, 


Britannia ae Works Carpenters Read, 
trator 
FACTORIES AND GENERAL ENGINEERS, 


























GOLD 


HYGIENIC, Tough and Hard Wearing. 








‘DECOLITE’ 
‘PETRONITE’ 


DECOLITE and PETRONITE are and always have been manufactured and laid exclusively by British labour, by ‘ 


BELL’S UNITED ASBESTOS Co., Ltd., Southwark St.,London. 


CONTRACTORS FOR MOSAIC AND TERRAZZO PAVINGS. 


MEDAL FRANCO-BRITISH EXHIBITION, 


Offices, Canteens, Cottages, 
WARM and Elastic to the Tread. 


Canteens, Cottages, etc. 


COMPOSITION FLOORING for Hospitals, Works, 


Fire-Resisting. 
For New Buildings, also for Overlaying existing Wooden, Stone, Cement, ete., Flours. 
COMPOSITION FLOORING, suitable for Factories, 
Somewhat harder than Decolite. 


1908. 


etc. 
Vermin Proof. Damp Proof. 
Quickly Laid. 




















Electric Lighting 
INSTALLATIONS 


For FACTORIES, 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 
OFFICES and FLATS. 


TREDEGARS LTD. 


Electrical Engineers 


and 


Lighting Specialists, 
587, BROOK STREET, LONDON, W. 1 


Telephone: MAYFAIR 1032, 1033. 





CROID 


LIQUID SCOTCH GLUE 


THE Sample 1 Ib. tin 


to the Trade, 
*“ Standard ”’ 
CROID 


STRONGEST 296 fast free. 


Sample 1 Ib. tin 
to the Trade, 
“Extra ”’ 


GLUE 


KNOWN Ma yg HA 


The Improved Liquid Glues Co, Ltd., 


Gt. Hermitage Street and Bushell Street, 
London, E.|1. 








Telerrams: “ TREDELEC 7, W ESDO, LONDON.” 


CONTRACTORS TO H.M. COVERNMENT. 


TREDEGARS LTD. 


Lighting Engineers, 
CONTRACTORS TO H.M. GOVERNMENT, 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS 
OF THE 


WATCHMAN 
ACETYLENE GENERATORS 


ACETYLENE LIGHTING, 
WELDING @ CUTTING. 


HEAD OFFICE: 5 & '7, BROOK STREET, W.1, 


(See page 535.) 





WorKS: TREDEGAR WORKS, BOW. 
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Burley, C. Ltd. 

Denpis, Henry 

po ag & Sons, Ltd. 
eds Fireci 

Rufford & © ~ alas —. 

Smeed, Dean & Oo. Ltd. 

Young & Son 


Builders’ ‘oomee ry— 
Nicholls & Clar nee 
O'Brien, Snaeas On. 

Young & Marten, Ltd. 

Building Contractors— 
OChessums, Ltd. 

Grant, H. M. & © 
Higgs & Hill, lta.” 
Lawrence, Walter & Sons, Ltd. 
Morley, B. & 80 ns 

man & Fotheringham, L 
Roome, BE, A. & Oo. . Py 
Somerville, D. G. & Oo. Ltd. 
Tarrant, W.G., Sons & Co, 
Williams, Howell J,, Ltd, 


Castings— Tilley Breve, 
Haywards, Td. Tredegars, Ltd 
Macfarlane Engines, 1 Mortar Milis— 
Nicholls blacks Goa Lewis & Lewis, Ltd. 
Young & Marten, Facias, &c.— 
Ceilings, Cornices— a. . W & Oo. Ltd. 
Battiscombe & Harris, Ltd. ins, 8., & Bres., Ltd, 
Gement, Lime, Piaster— | Felt— 





Associated Portland Cement 
Manufacturers (1900), Ltd. 
British Portland Oement 

Manufacturers, Ltd. 
Builders’ # Material Association 
Burley, 0. Ltd 
Greaves, Bull, & Takin 
pave & Oo. Lid, 

Lawford & Sons, Ltd 
Smeed, Dean & Co. Ltd. 
Wouldham Cement Co, Ltd. 

oung & Son 
Chimney Cow!ls, &c.— 
gears . Ltd. 
armiloe, George & Sons, I. 
Nicholls & Clarke, Ltd. ~~ 
oung & Marten Ltd 
Chimney Shafts— 
Dano. Limited. 
a (Netherton) Ld 
Furse, W 


Cloakroom ‘Fietings— 
yr pan r, Ltd. 
ocks (Church 2) Tower)— 
Gillett & Johnsto ; 
Coatostone— 
Coatostone Decoration Co. 
Composition Flooring— 
“Thermos’ Flooring Co, Ltd 
Wilfley Co, alll 
Concrete spears : 
mbing Stee Shutterin Oo. 
Roberts, A...Co., Ltd, . 
Concrete Machinery— 
Winget, Limited 
Concrete Piling— 
Simplex Concrete ty Ltd. 
Somerville, D. G. & Ltd. 
Concrete (acintocoea- 
British Reinforced, Concrete 
@® Ungineering Co, Ltd. 
Ohristiant & ielson. 
ph gy M a Co.. Ltd. 
Johnson, -. Olapham & 
Morris, Ltd. ‘ 
Lind, Peter & Co. 
Rings & Partners. Ltd, 
Somerville, D. G. & Oo., Titd. 
Williams’ Concrete Engineer- 
ing Co. 
Contractors’ Plant— 


N aetna & Olarke, Ltd. 
O’Brien, Thomas, & Co, 
Parker, Winder & Achurch 
Young & Marten Ltd 
Door 8 <y sand Hinges— 
larke, Ltd. 
Young 4 ioe Ltd 
Instruments— 


Nicholls 


Drawin 


Clarkson's. 


Fitt 


Battiscombe & Harris, ta 
Ltd, 


Drawing Papers— 

Whatman, J. 

Electric Lamps— 
Mazda 


Bioseete Lighting and 
s— 


Croggon & Co. 
Harrison & Co. 


Malcolm & Allan, Ltd. 
Mather & Platt, Ltd 


Anderson, D. & Son, Ltd. 
Engert & Rolfe, Ltd. 
Gibson, Arthur L. 
MeNeéeill, F. & Co. Ltd 
Fencing Wood, ac.) 


Rowland Bros. 


Bell's 


British Doloment Co., Ltd. 
British Reinforced Ooncrete 


Expanded Metal Co. Ltd. 


yward, 


Ha. Li 
Lronite Co. Id. 


Fibre for Mixing— 

Woods, Sons and Co. 

Fire Escapes, Staircases— 
Clark, Hunt, 
Davis, H. & ©. & Oo. Ltd. 
Hay wards, Ltd. 

Lift und Hoist Co. 
Fireproof Fiooring, &c.— 


United 


Engineerin 
Christiani & 
Dawnay, A. D. 


King, J. A. & 


Kleine Pat. Piecing Ge Ltd, 
Siegwart Fireproof Floor Co. 
Somerville D. G. & Co. Ltd. 
Flint Paper— 
J. & Sons, Ltd. 


Oakey, J 


Folding Partitions— 
Lift and Hoist Co. 
Thornborough, & Co, Ltd. 
Garden Hose— 
Wilcox W. 
Woods Sons & Co. 

Gates (Collapsthle)— 
Dennison. nett & Co. Led, 


Haywards, Ltd. 


Lift and Hoist Co 
Thornborough & Co. Ltd. 
Gates, Railings (Iron), &c.— 
Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd. 


i 


aywards, 


Titd. 
Nicholls & Clarke Ltd, 
Young & Marten, Ltd. 
Girder Cutting— 


Hounslow, ©. 


Giue (Liquid)— 
Improved Liquid Glues Co. 


Mendine Co. 





Boyer, Henry 
Builders’ Material Association 


Glass (Plate & Window)— 
British Luxfer Prism Synd. 


& Co. Ltd. 


H. & Co. Ltd. 


Asbestos Co. 


Co., Ltd. 
ielsen 
& Sons, Ltd. 


Co. 


Gutter Brackets— 

Parker, Winder & Achurch 
Heating and Lighting— 
Benham & Sons, Ltd. 

Olark, Hunt, & Co Ltd, 
Ewart & Son, Ltd. 

Finch, B. & Co, Ltd. 

Hartley & Sugden Ltd. 
Haywards, Ltd. 

Kinnell, Chas. P. & Co., Ltd. 
Messenger & Co. 

Murray, 8. D. & Co., Ltd. 
Musgrave & Co. Utd. 
Nicholls & er Ltd 

No: A. & Co. 

Rosser & Russell, Ltd. 

Young & Marten, Ltd. 
Hinges— 

Notcutt, W. P. Ltd. 

Hot Water Supply— 

Clark, Hunt & Co. Ltd. 
Dargue, Griffiths & Co., Ltd. 
Ewart & Son,-Ltd, 

Interoven Stove Co, Ltd. 
Jenkins, Robert & Co. Ltd. 
Keith, James, & Blackman, 
Norris, F. A. & Co. 

Potterton, Thos. 

Richmond Gas Stove & Meter 


’o, Ltd. 
Rosser & Russell, Ltd. 
Wright, John, & Co. 
Hydraulic Power— 
sndon Hydraulic Power Co. 
Insurance— 
London and Tancashire Fire 
Insurance Oo. Ltd 
Norwich Union 
[ronite— 
Ironite Co. Ltd. 
weeny Mouldings, &c. 
Austins (East Ham & Ilford), 


Buttiscombe & Harris, Lt. 


vis, i 
Bullen Bros & Sons, Ltd 
Davies Bros. Ltd. (Waltham- 

stow) 
Herts Joinery Co. Ltd. 
Hibberd Brothers. 
London Provincial Builders, La 
Morley, EB. & Sons 
Ogilvie & Co. 
ame meng yg wed Works Ltd. 
Morley, E. & Sons. 
Noakes & 
Orfeur. ©. EB. “Titd. 
Sessions & Sons, Ltd. 
Sharp Bros. & Knight, Ltd. 
8 


e, J. 

South Western Saw Mills 

Thornborough & Co. Ltd. 

Tucker, W. Duncan, & Sons 

Wallis, John & Co. 

West London Timber & Mould- 
ing Co. Ltd. 

Wheeldon, James & Sons Ltd. 

White, John P. & Sons Ltd. 

Jointless Flooring— 

Bell's United Asbestos Co. 

British Doloment Co. Ltd 

King, J. A. & Co. 

Thermos Flooring Co. Ltd, 

Wilfley Co. Ltd, 

Lead. Oil, Colours, Size, &c. 

Builders’ Material Association 

Farmiloe, G. & Sons. Ltd. 

Farmiloe, T. & W., Ltd. 

Girdler, J. & Co. 








Olark J. & Son. Ltd 


Nicholls & Clarke 
Young & Marten. Ltd. 


British Luxfer Syndicate, Ltd. 


Farmiloe, George & Sons Ltd, 
Haywards, Ltd. 

Nicholls & Clarke Ltd. 
Young & Marten, Ltd. 


Metal Work— 


Tilley Bros. 
Thornborough & Co. Ltd. 


Mosaic Work— 


Maw & Co, Ltd. 
Moore. M. & R. 


Motor Vehicles— 


Commercial Cars, Ltd. 


Paints, Stains, Varnish— 


Berger, Lewis, & Sons, Ltd. 
Builders’ Material Assoviation 
Parrocahs 

Casson ompositions Co. Ltd. 
Clark, Robt. In ~~ see Ld, 
Dixon's White, 

Farmiloe, George & So & Sons, Ltd. 
Farmiloe, T. & 

Gay. R. & Co., hid 

Granitic Paint Co. 

Gross, Sherwood & & Heald Ltd. 
Nicholls & Clarke, Ltd. 
Pinchin, Johnson & Co., Lta. 
Silicate Paint Co. 

Stephens, H. C. 

Young & Marten Ltd. 


Paint Stripper— 


Franklin A. 
Glasso 


Oo. 
m quet Flooring— 


Cambridge Wood Block and 
Parquetry Uo, Ltd. 

Damman & Co. 

Turpin’s 


Partitions, Slabs, &c.— 


British Uralite Co. (1908) 
Builders’ Material Association 
Clinker and Breeze 
Concrete Slab Mfg. Co. 
Hducational Supply Co. Ltd, 
Expanded Metal Oo, Ltd. 
Jones, Fredk. & Co. Ltd. 
King, J. A. & Co. 
Lawford & Sons, Ltd. 
MacAndrews & Forbes, Itd. 
(Fiberlic) 
Muribloc (Partition Slabs), Ltd. 
Thames Mills (Calno) 
Wright, J. & Co. 


Pavement, &c., Lights— 


British Luxfer Prism Synd., 
Haywards, Ltd. 
King, J. A. & 


Picture Cords— 


Anchor Brand 
Woods. Sons & Co. 


Pi Yarns— 


oods, Sons & Co. 


Piaster Work— 


Battiscombe & Harris, Ltd. 


Portable Buildings— 


London Provincial Builders, Ld 


Power Transmission Ap- 


pliances— 
Jardine 


Pumps, Pumping Engines 


Barclay, James 

Braby, F. & Co. Ltd. 
Pheenix Maqinesting Co. Ltd. 
Pulsometer Engineering Co. 
Willcox W. H. & Co. A 


Rain-Water Heads and 


British Roofing Co., Ltd. 


Farmiloe, George & Sons, Ltd. 
Finch, B. & Co. Ltd. 
Haywards, Ltd. 

Leeds Fireciay Co. Ltd. 
Macfarlane, W. & Co. 
Nicholls & Clarke 

Rufford & Co. 

Sessions & Sons, Ltd. 
Thames Bank Iron o, Ltd. 
Young & Marten, Ltd. 
Sash Lines, Cords, a&c.— 
Anchor Brand 


~ Overton Brothers. 


Woods, Sons & Uo. 


Sash Pulley 

Kenrick, Archd. & Sons Ltd. 

Scaffolding— 

— »hries Patent Bracket 

Scaffold Syndicate, Ltd. 

Lawford & Sons, Ltd. 

Paimer s 'I'rav elling Cradleand 
Scatfold Uo. 

Parker, F. & C 

Patent Rapid Scaffold Tie Co. 

Stephens & Carter 

Scrap Metals— 

Buyers of Scrap Metals Ltd. 

Settings for Boilers, &c. 

anks, H. & T. (Netherton) Ld. 


Soptesers 

M H.H.&Co Ltd. 
Sewase Purification— 
Tuke & Bell, Ltd 


Francis, 8. W. & C 
Haskins; 8. & Bros. Ltd. 
Shutters— 

Dennison, Kett, & Co. 
Francis, 8. W. & Co. Ltd. 
Gibson, Arthur L, 
Haskins, 8 & Bros. Ltd. 
Lift & Hoist Co. 
Thornborough & Co. Ltd. 
Wilson Rolling Shutter Co. 
——. Cotton— 

Jones, Fredk. & Co, sam 
MeNeill. F. & Co. Ltd 

Slag Wool— 

Jones, Fredk. & Co. Ltd. 
MeNeill, F. & Co. Ltd. 
Siates 

Builders’ Material Association 
Etridge, J. J. sa, 


Lamb, T.& 
Lawford & Sons, Ltd. 
Sessions & Sons Ltd. 


Sprinklers (Automatic)— 
ather & Platt Ltd. 
Stable, &c., Fittings— 
Haywards, t 

Musgrave & Co. Ltd. 

Nicholls & Olarke, Ltd. 
Young & Marten, Ltd. 

Stair Treads— 

Hughes, Bolckow & Co., Ltd. 
Safety Tread Syndicate, Lita. 
Staircases, Verandahs, &c. 
Art Metal Construction, Ltd, 
Aston Construction Co. 
Carron Company 

Davis, H. & ©. & Co. 
Haywards, Ltd. 

Steam Cleaning— 

Steam Cleaning Corporation 
Steei Fittings— 

Art Metal Construction Co. 
Games, James 

ne . & Sons, Ltd. 


Ston 





Firm 
Empire Stone Co. Ltd. 


Shop Fronts| Matai aWood Tyre 


Sturtevant Engineering (0.14. 
corgering Instruments— 


Oiarkson’ 
sy pinterns. &c. 


Builders Material Association 
Croggon & Co. Ltd. 
Farmiloe, George & Sons, Ltd 
London Galvanised Iron (o 
Mather & Platt, Ltd. 
National Galvanizers Ltd. 
Nicholls & Clarke, Ltc. 
Shaw, M. 'T. & Co. 

Young & Marten Ltd. 

Tar ‘all kinds)— 

Woods, Sons & Uo, 

Tar Boilers— 

Pheenix Engineering (vo. Itc. 
Terra Cotta— 

Dennis, Henry 

Hathern Station Brick Co., Ld, 
Leeds Vireclay Co. Ltd. 
Tiles— 

Cope & Co 

Dennis, Henry 

Leeds Fireclay Co, Ltd. 


Maw & Co., Ltd. 

Minton Hollins & Co. Ltd, 
Timber— 

Howard, W. W., Bros. & Uo 

om Ltd 


Denton Rubber Co. Ltd. 
North British Rubber Co Ltd. 
Underlining, &c.— 
Dux Chemical Solution Co.TA, 
Engert & Rolfe Ltd. 
MeNéill, F. & Co. Lt: 
Vulcanite, Ltd. ‘ 
Willesden Paper & Canvas Wks. 
reat an 

e. 
Dargne, Griffiths & Co., Ltd. 
Ewart & Son, Ltd. 
Haywards, Ltd, 
Keith & Blackman Co. 
Kinnell, sees P. & Cs., Ltd. 
Murray, D, & Co., Ltd. 
Rosser & Ramet Ltd. 4, 
Sturtevant Engineering Uo. Ld 
Wall & Ceiling Covering- 
ee & Forbes, Lid 
Nicholls & Clarke 
Thames Mills (Calno 
Young & Marten, Lt 
Window Frames & Sashes 
Braby, A aad - 
Carron Co. 
Clark, Hunt. “4 bo. Tat. 
Gibbons, James 
Hayward Bros, & Eckstein 
Moss, Wm. & Sons, Ltd. 
Williams & Watson. Ltd. 
Williams, Gamon & Co. 
Wine Bins (Iron)— 
Farrow & Jackson 
Wire Screens— 
Parker. Winder & Achurch 
Wood Flooring— 

Acme Flooring and Paving ‘ 
(1904) Ltd. 
Improved Wood Pavement (0 

Turpin’s 
Zeta Wood Flooring Vo 
ood Preservative 


’ 





Bath and Portland Stone |W 


\ Fuller, yohn H. & Co. Ltd 
Maclean Wm. Sons, & Co 











BATTISCOMBE & HARRIS 


Architectural Decorators. 


CHIMNEY PIECES, CEILINGS, CORNICES. 
PLASTER WORK of every description. 


AMER ests TOIL 























’Phone : 











47 NEW CAVENDISH STREET :: 


MAYFAIR 2869 Telegrams : 


LONDON, W.! 


“ DECORATIVE, LONDO N.” 
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THE BUILDER 


A RECORD OF ARCHITECTURE AND. CONSTRUCTION. 


- {WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED THE “BRITISH _ARCHITECT.” 


vo L. @exVI.—NHe. 3982, 


MAY 30, 1919. 





CURRENT EVENTS. 


HE conference arranged by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. is still in the minds of 
those interested in the building industry, and 
deserves further mention this week. The 
appointment of a Committee representative 

of architects, contractors and labour is a welcome conclusion 
of this effort on the part of the R.I.B.A., and we shall be 
prepared to give the fullest prominence to any reports by 
this new body, which, we hope, will meet with promptitude, 
fora return to stable conditions is, indeed, a very urgent 
matter. Commenting further on the papers read at the 
(onference, which were given in full in our last issue, and 
a report of the discussion on which we give this week, Mr. 
Hudson’s views on the Finance Act are held, we believe, 
very widely though not universally. This Act is only one 
factor of the situation, and, though it has undoubtedly a 
deterrent effect on the development of estates, there are a 
great many building requirements immediately before us 
which cannot be said to be seriously affected by the present 
Government attitude; though we cordially agree that a 
very definite statement is at once required as to what is 
still proposed in the way of valuation and the object of 
such proposals. As regards the Housing Bill, everyone will 
agree that it is an emergency measure and, like all such 
measures, very disturbing to the market. However, let 
us first get a fair start with these houses, which must now be 
built with State aid; then, by all means, let the rate and 
income-tax payers demand some precise definition and 
limitation of their responsibilities, for only in the light of 
such knowledge can the position of the trade be really 
ascertained as regards the future: We have some sympathy 
with Mr. Hills’ plea for including the building owner in debate 
upon the industrial position, and, no doubt, this omission is 
solely due to the fact that he has no embodiment which can 
be approached. We think, however, that architects may 
be trusted to watch his interests as they watch them in any 
specific piece of work. 

Major Barnes called attention to the higher price of 
land now being paid in advance of the provisions of the 
very revolutionary Land Acquisition Bill, and thinks that 
all the land required will be obtained before the Bill becomes 
lew. We feel, however, that the prospect of the Bill must 
do much to facilitate acquisition at reasonable prices. 
This speaker put the increased cost of materials at 100 to 
300 per cent., and did not consider that, for some time to 
‘ome, timber.would fall below twice its pre-war value ; and 
he struck a note, which will be re-echoed, in the statement 
that we do not want to pay unnecessarily for State control. 
Major Barnes offers an opinion which we cannot entirely 
“ad ‘nd which we devoutedly hope is ill-founded. He 
oe s that house-building will never again become a matter 

private enterprise ; in other words, that rents will never 
r allowed to return to an economic standard. It will be 
membered that the: restriction of the Housing Act to 
gg iS houses was removed in Committee on the Housing 
m3 Hence there seems little reason why State ‘aid should 


« Aad a for house erection 3 ‘and, as the State is not 
“email Ae ee but ourselves, it would seem absurd to 
in perpetuity ie ess rent and upset the building market 

uty In order to pay more taxes.” It may of course, 


be argued that the bulk of the taxes will fall, not on the 
working man, but on the middle and upper classes ; but the 
former are already, in many cases, worse off than the manual 
workers, while the latter will soon be reduced financially 
to a limit which will make them ‘ncapable of yielding any 
large part of the national income. We have got into a 
mess, but we must get out and not settle down in it; and 
we repeat that, as soon as the Bill is working, our legislators 
must turn their attention to the means for terminating 
this wholly artificial, and—in principle—most unwished-for 
situation. 

To turn to another current matter, much needed assis- 
tance for the master builder and the building owner seems 
to be in prospect as the result of the Committee on Trusts 
appointed by the Minister of Reconstruction. We know 
what “rings” have been in America, and before the war 
the power of such combinations in this country in controlling 
the output and prices of numerous building materials was 
considerable. The Times, quoting evidence before the 
Committee, says that one of the most powerful organisa- 
tions recently had at the head of its rules: ‘ The object 
the association has in view is that of raising and keeping 
up the price to the buyer.” The Committee estimates 
that these rings have raised prices above the normal 
market rates from 14 to 64 per cent., and calculates that, 
at an average of 20 per cent. above the basic cost, 300,000 
workmen’s houses will be increased in price by no less 
than £2,190,000. 

The Committee suggests that a Commission armed with 
adequate powers should be set up to investigate the 
matter. At the same time, it is felt that something should 
be done in advance of any possible legislation. At the 
present time the absence of competition from abroad makes 
opportunities of undue control very great. Many public 
utility societies are being formed, and the adequate pro- 
tection of such bodies is necessary; hence immediate 
action, the Committee fully realises, is called for. In 
this connexion we may quote the following from the 
Report presented to the Committee on Combinations in 
Building Material Trades, prepared in the latter part 
of 1917 :— 

“ Although we cannot gauge the precise extent of the 
influence exerted upon free competition and prices, we 
are satisfied that it is already considerable and may easily 
increase in the future. In view of the importance of 
economy in the erection of working-class houses, any great 
inflation of the cost of building due to this cause should, 
if possible, be avoided. We have not regarded it as part 
of our duty to recommend how this ‘should be done, but 
we are of opinion that the foregoing evidenée points to the 
existence of ‘conditions which- would render ‘it desirable 
to appoint a Commission furnished with adequate powers 
of investigation, including the power td ¢xaminé manu- 
factutefs’ and merchants’: books,‘iwith' a: View to gauging 
the present; ‘activities of ‘various:;combinattons in the 


, building trade.” ~ -- 3 4 


We ; want to see true democracy, a fair field and no 
favour, honest competition which shall call forth our best 
efforts, and individual initiative which is the’ back-bone 
of any nation. rome 
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NOTES. 


We cannot but echo the 
ate! wishes of various corres- 
alex. pondents that the Master 

of the Mint would allow the 

victory of 1918 to be memorialized 
in some part of our coinage, if —and this 
is gthe one thing that matters—the 
design were the work of an artist. 
But it seems almost too much to hope 
for Art from our Government. 








On the 19th inst. ‘a dinner 


ta- , : 
oo was given by the Council of 
Mr.Ernest the Royal Institute of 
Newton, British Architects to Mr. 


R.A. H. T. Hare, the outgoing 
President, and to Mr. Ernest Newton, 
R.A., on his withdrawal from the 
Ministry of National Service. After 
proposing Mr. Newton’s health, Mr 
Hare handed him an address on vellum 
signed by the R.I.B.A. Council, thank- 
ing Mr. Newton for the very great 
services he had rendered the Profession 
and the nation at large during the war, 
and handed him a silver salver and 
tankard, the gift of some eighty sub- 
scribers, in acknowledgement of the 
good work which Mr. Newton had done. 
This presentation had been made so 
that he might hand down to his chil- 
dren some visible proof of the estima- 
tion and affection in which he was hJld 
by his professional brethren. In return- 
ing thanks, Mr. Newton, with his usual 
thoughtfulness for others, said he 
considered it only fair to express his 
appreciation of the valuable assistance 
he had received from Mr. Digby 
Solomon in his successful endeavours 
to get building restrictions removed. 





Labour. # have already referred to 
Saving the remarks Mr. Jame F. 
Methods in Butterworth made at the 
se Institute Conference on the 
condition of the build’ng 
industry and in our present issue 
(p. 535) we give the first of two articles 
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by Mr. Butterworth in further explana- 
tion of American _ labour-saving 
methods. The leading firms of building 
contractors in this country are no 
doubt familiar with American methods 
and the motion studies of Gilbreth, but 
others may not be, and in any case 
what Mr. Butterworth has to say is-of 
considerable general interest, though we 
doubt very much whether workmen in 
this country will be found willing to 
practise these methods. 





THE very interesting paper 

Our Tube by Mr. Ackworth at the 
Railways. London Society’s dinner on 

- Tuesday evening brought 

home to us the enormous difficulties 
which stand in the way’ of improved 
underground travelling facilities with a 


- probable cost of one million pounds per 


mile for new tubes. Mr. Harold Cox, 
however, readily put his finger on the 
only true solution for either public or 
private wants, viz., that they should be 
paid for! He pointed out that if 
private enterprise provided new tubes 
and lost money by it the result was not 
half so disastrous as if the public purse 


did a similar thing, for in one case the 


loss of those who lose is at least volun- 
tary, whilst in the other it is com- 
pulsory. The more we study great 
problems like those of transport and 
housing, the more clearly do we see tle 
need for a very wide and compre- 
hensive survey of the subjects in all 
their bearings, for it is a poor business 
to obtain much-needed benefits for the 
public at the expense of any one class 
or at a greater loss to the public i in other 


ways. 





Wuy have tube railways 

Responsi- been so costly? Mr. Ack- 
— and worth says that the placing 
o** of stations under private 
property instead of under open spaces 
has been responsible for a vast increase 
of cost. The station at Piccadilly Circus 
alone appears to have cost some 
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£300,000 more than need have” been 
spent. Mr. Cox pertinently ked who 
was responsible for such mis} :les. and 
how are they to be avoided in the 
future ? 


_ The Royal We are glad to print the 


College letter from the Hon. Scere. 
f ae Art aries of the R.C.A. 
tudents. c+ dents’ Union, whieh 


appears on p. 530, as we think they 
give good reasons why the sc! ‘olarship 


allowances, which in pre-war days were 
fixed at £60 per year, should be ip. 
creased. It is contended that the 
allowance was always insufficient, but 
whether that is so or not, there can be 


no doubt that it is inadequate at the 
present time, and what the L.C.C. has 
done voluntarily it is hoped the State 
will do now. 





THE furnishing of the cot- 

Suggestive tase home in a simple, 
Cottage } 

Siena. pleasing and economical 

manner is a problem which 
is not to be easily solved; but we 
think if it is to be accomplished, we 
must free our minds of many pre 
conceived ideas and prejudices. We 
cannot afford to be controlled by the 
fetish of style or custom, but must 
boldly face our limitations. Many 
clever attempts which have been made 
to produce cheap or simple furniture 
have failed to supply the need in a 
practicable way, because they have 
essayed cheapness in too costly a way, 
or made the simplicity too uncom- 
fortable or unattractive. Sometimes 
it has been too luxurious in msierial 
or design—something too bizarre or odd. 
But we have lately seen one of the 
nearest attempts at getting the right 
thing which has come under our notice 
for some time. Mr. P. A. Wells, head 


of the cabinet-making department of 
the L.C.C. Shoreditch Technical Insti- 
tute, has been able to furnish a number 
of rooms at the Institute in such 
a way as to 
that others may 


encourage __ the 
carry on 


belief 


























Examples of Simple Cottage Furniture at the 
Shoreditch Furniture Exhibition. 
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Fromjthe Shoreditch Furniture Exhibition. 


the good work which his designs have 
initiated and his students have executed 
to a widespread result of practical 
benefit. The exhibition should certainly 
inspire others of a like nature. We 
received no invitation to see it, but 
fortunately heard of it in time to pay 
ashort visit before it closed and make a 
few notes and sketches. Much of the 
work was left just in the plain material ; 
whilst, in some cases, the furniture 
was painted in bright colours, which 
were strong and telling without being 
garish—and these colours were, in 
some instances, softened and decorated 
by effective designs of combing with 
lighter colours on the darker grounds. 
A certain stiffness of line and form is 
inevitable in furniture which has to be 
cheaply produced, but this may be 
admirably softened in effect by a 
little bit of judiciously-applied carving 
and@by covers with nicely designed 
needlework. Mere description does not 
convey the quality of what was seen 
atsthis interesting exhibition, but we 
feo Sure we shall see more of this 
admirable essay and its effects. 





UNE ot our sketches and a 


The 

ing of Photograph suggest the de- 
— corative effect of ‘“ comb- 
a, ing.” The painting of the 


two bedroom sets has been 
done by the students of the L.C.C. 
Brixton School of Building, and is 
Purely an experiment in the use of a 
medium which has long been neglected 
ta 7” finish ” for furniture. The 
net a and the “ combed |_ patterns 
rsest a wide range of possible appli- 
a of a simple process which 
erkpg has been confined to poor 
le ons of oak or maple in grain. 
ie furniture has been set out and 
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made by the elder boys in the Technical 
Day School, from designs prepared by 
Mr. P. A. Wells. The curtains, bed- 
spreads and chair cushions were pre- 
pared and made by girls in training, 
under the supervision of Miss H. J. 
Plowright, Lady Superintendent of the 
Institute. Through the agency of the 
Design and Industries Association, the 
Council has given permission for the 
designs to be used for commercial 
purposes, on condition that manufac- 
turers name the source from which the 
designs are obtained. 





We have before referred to 


TRESS. the proposed erection of 
Cottage model cottages, after the 
Exhibition. designs sent in for the 


R.1.B.A. and L.G.B. Com- 
petitions, and we now learn that the 
Housing of the Working Classes Com- 
mittee of the L.C.C. has agreed with the 
Local Government Board with regard 
to the utilisation of two acres of the 
Old Oak Estate, for the erection of 
eighteen cottages as models, in accor- 
dance with the premiated designs in the 
competitions which were conducted 
by the R.LB.A. by arrangement with 
the Board. It is proposed that, in 
consultation with the R.ILB.A., the 
Council shall arrange for the execution 
of the work, and pay the contractors, 
the R.I.B.A. to act as architects and 
accept responsibility for the super- 
vision of the work of . erection. 
When built, the cottages are to be 
valued on the basis of an ordinary 
valuer’s valuation of the market value 
of the cottages as erected, having 
regard to (a) the rent that can be 
obtained for the cottages in the circum- 
stances that will obtain at the time 
the valuation is made; and (6) the 
special fact that the cottages, being 
intended as models, shall be open for 
inspection and, consequently, unlikely 
to yield the rent which might other- 
wise be obtained. The difference be- 
tween the actual cost of the land and 
the erection of the cottages (including 
the architect’s charges, quantity sur- 
veyor’s fees and all incidental expenses) 
and this valuation, as soon as ascer- 
tained, is to be refunded to the Council 
by the Board, the amount to be raised 
by the Council itself on permanent 
loan being the amount of the valuation 
only. We are glad to know that it is 
proposed to keep one cottage of each 
model unoccupied, in order that the 
constructional details may be more 
easily examined. 





Tue first meeting of the 

South Joint Committee of the 
Wales South Wales Institute of 
Institute of Architects and the Cardiff 
Architects. Waster Builders’ Associa- 
tion took place at Cardiff 

on Friday last week. The architects 
were represented by Messrs. Ivor Jones, 
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Lennox Robertson, J. H. Phillips, 
Percy Thomas, H. Teather, and W. 
Cooper, and the contractors by Messrs. 
W. T. Morgan, J. E. Turner, W. 
Thomas, J. Gibson, T.. H. Meluish, 
and I. Watkins. An interesting dis- 
cussion took place on the subject of 
“ Building Contracts.” This meeting 
was the result of an arrangement made 
between the South Wales Institute of 
Architects and the South Wales Build- 
ing Trade Employers’ Federation, 
whereby local joint committees of 
architects and builders will be set up in 
various districts of South Wales to dis- 
cuss matters of mutual interest to 
architects and builders. 





We may draw our readers’ 


“New attention to the case 
Buildings”: (ammell, Laird & Co. »v. 
Conversion 


into Flats. Browning (the Times, May 
A house had been 
converted into three flats with a 
common entrance, a common staircase 
and, of course, all under one roof. In 
Birkenhead, where the house was 
situated, there is a local Act, under 
which no “ new building ”’ shall be used 
as a dwelling house until it has been 
certified as fit for human habitation, 
and by the Act “the conversion into 
more than one dwelling house of a 
building originally constructed as one 
dwelling house only shall be considered 
the erection of a new building.” The 
magistrates had convicted the appel- 
lants of having unlawfully occupied a 
“new building” as a dwelling house 
before it was certified as fit for human 
habitation, and the Divisional Court 
has confirmed the conviction. The 
case so clearly came within the Act that 
it calls for no comment, but we draw 
attention to it because we have already, 
in our issue of March 28, shown our 
readers the difficulty of converting 
buildings into flats from the point of 
view of the fear of committing a breach 
of covenant in the lease, and this case 
denotes: another matter for considera- 
tion, viz., the necessity of seeing that 
no local Act or by-law, is thereby 
infringed. 
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From the Shoreditch Furniture Exhibition. 




















F 














Stet. ya " —_ . 
ee ee ee 


528 : x 


GENERAL NEWS. 


Professional Announcements. 
Mr. Gilbert Fraser, F.R.I.B.A., having been 
demobilised, is resuming practice at 67, Lord- 
street, Liverpool. 


Messrs. Woodhouse & Howard, architects, 
of 88, Mosley-street, Manchester, inform us 
that Mr. Percy Howard, A.R.1.B.A., has been 
demobilised, and that they have resumed 
practice. 


Mr. H. Alderman Dickman, A.R.I1.B.A., 
has been demobilised from the Royal Engi- 
neers, and is commencing practice at King’s- 
walk Chambers, Nottingham. 


Appointment. 

The Blackpool Highways Committee has 
decided to recommend the appointment of 
Mr. F. Wood for the position of borough engi- 
neer and surveyor, at a salary of £1,000 per 
annum. Mr. Wood has been borough engineer 
and surveyor at Fulham for 16 years, and is 
48 years of age. 


York Archgeological Society. 
The Council of the Society is considering a 
oe arg to fix commemorative tablets on the 
istoric houses of the city, with a brief record 
of their history and the personages who have 
occupied them. 


National Art Collection Fund. 

The Trustees of the Wallace Collection have 
placed a room at the disposal of the National 
Art Collection Fund, for the purposes of an 
office. In future, communications to the 
Fund should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Hertford House, Manchester-square, W. 1. 


Canvey Island Dock. 


The Select Committee of the House of Lords 
decided, last week, that the Thames Ocean 
Wharf and Railway Bill, which provided for 
the construction of a wharf and quay at Canvey 
Island, should not proceed. The scheme was 
opposed by the Port of London Authority. 
No grounds were given for the decision of the 
Committee. 

Supply of Timber. 

We are informed by the Board of Trade that, 
in spite of the marked shortage of yellow pine, 
this wood is being sold by the Government 
to the merchants at prices which should enable 
them to supply consumers on the basis of the 
maximum prices which were in force up to 
March 31 last. Consumers who are asked 
excessive prices should refer the matter to the 
Timber‘ Supply Department, 80, Newman- 
street, Oxford-street, W. 1. 


Proposed Communal Garage. 

A suggestion for the erection of garages for 
the housing of light cars and cycle-cars, in 
which the local residents and users would have 
a financial interest, is put forward in the Light 
Car and Cycle-car. It is suggested that a 
syndicate should be formed to erect a number 
of middle-class houses in the vicinity of London, 
each of which would have accommodation for 
a single car in a central garage. It is estimated 
that a rental of £13 per annum per lock-up 
garage would show a satisfactory profit. Plans 
of the proposed scheme, by Mr. Stephen J. B. 
Stanton, A.R.I.B.A., are given. 


Pastels by Quentin de la®Tour. 

The President of the French” Republic 
opened two rooms in the Louvre, on May 12, 
where the famous pastels of Quentin de La Tour 
will be housed until they can be restored to 
their home in St. Quentin, when that munici- 
pality will receive M. Poincare. At the outset 
of the war it was proposed to remove this 
priceless collection of 87 pastels or studies, 
bequeathed in 1806 to the town of St. Quentin 
by Jean Francois de La Tour, the artist’s half- 
brother, to Paris; but the authorities hesitated 
too long, and finally the pastels were deposited 
in the cellars of the Hotel Lecuyer. In the 
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course of 1916, the Germans had them replaced 
in the gallery, whence, by order, they were 
remoyed in 1917 to Maubeuge. Here they were 
exhibited in the Magasins du Pauvre Diable, 
Hindenburg himself opening the exhibition. 
The Germans had pledged their word that the 
pastels should not be removed from French 
territory, but in October, 1918, they decided 
to send them to Belgium. The armistice arrived 
in time to prevent this order from being carried 
out.—T'imes. 


N.S.W. Public Works Department. 


The report of the New South Wales Public 
Works Department for the year ended, June 
30, 1918, shows that the expenditure included 
public buildings, £321,534; water supply and 
sewerage, £415,390; harbours and drainage, 
£253,442; and roads, bridges, ferries, &c., 
£100,989. The following bridges were com- 
pleted during the year:—Orara River, at 
Glenreagh, at a cost of £6,228; Dumaresq 
River, at Texas (£3,752); and Lane Cove 
River, at Blue Gum Creek (£5,414). A contract 
for the erection of ten concrete spans, complete 
with main piers, was let to the Stone Monier 
Works, at £13,530. Contracts for new works, 
amounting to £44,795, were entered into during 
the year. The following public building works 
have been completed :—State Abattoirs, Home- 
bush ; Central Railway Station, Western Wing ; 
extension of Fisher Library, University of 
Sydney; and the first half of the Training 
College for Teachers. The expenditure for 
the year in connection with the extension of 
the Treasury building amounted to £13,214. 
The general maintenance and improvement of 
existing buildings cost £34,749. 


Government Offices in London. 


In reply to questions, Sir A. Mond, First 
Commissioner of Works, stated in the House of 
Commons, on Monday last week, that he had en- 
deavoured to induce the military authorities 
to clear their works, which were no longer 
needed, out of the parks, particularly Kensing- 
ton Gardens. He was in communication with 
the War Office with regard to the military 
operations in Richmond Park, and also with 
regard to Regent’s Park, which was largely 
occupied by the Army Post Office and the 
Aeroplane Department. But, even now, it was 
necessary to erect more huts in Regent’s Park. 
Plans were being made to clear out a number 
of the larger staffs from Central London to the 
periphery ; and, as the schemes matured, he 
hoped to get all the departments housed there. 
He could not give any date, and it was useless 
to expect any substantial progress with the 
buildings this year. With regard to material, 
it was a question whether it would have to be 


Example of Combing from Shoreditch Furniture Exhibition. (See page 5 
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dealt with by him or by the Ministry of Suppl 
From what had happened, he was of the oplaion 
that the Ministry of Supply would probabl 
deal with the matter when it arose. 7 


Report of the Civie Survey. 

The Civic Survey continues its work jp 
Greater London, South Lancashire, South 
Yorkshire, and Devon and Exeter areas 
collecting statistics and producing diagrams 
and maps which will be of the greatest value 


in the preparation of town planning and other. 


schemes of civic improvement. In addition 
to its ordinary work, the Civic Survey of Greater 
London has also, at the request of the Air 
Board, made tracings of aeroplane designs, 
During the past year diagrams were exhibited 
at a Town Planning Conference at Birmingham ; 
and also at an exhibition at Leeds, opened by 
the Lord Mayor, at which the Hon. Director 
of the Greater London Survey represented the 
R.1.B,A., and had an opportunity of explaining 
the nature of the work. Apart from the value 
of the Survey as a measure of war relief, the 
usefulness of its technical results is gradually 
becoming more widely recognised. Various 
Government Departments and public authorities 
and societies have availed themselves of its 
information, and visits are paid to the exhibi- 
tions here from time to time by those specially 
interested and best qualified to judge. Th 
Survey has also been honoured by the presen 
of H.M. the Queen and H.R.A. Princess Ma’ 

who were greatly interested in all that was 
shown to them.—From the R.1.B.A. Ann d 


Report. 
Novel Housing Scheme. 


Sir Philip Sassoon, M.P., in a lette tie 
Mayor of Folkestone, states that he hes agreed 
to purchase a large plot of freehold land near 
Folkestone Harbour to provide dwellings for 
fishermen and others who live in the locality. 
He says that, to take advantage of the financial 
assistance which the Exchequer is prepared to 
provide, he proposes to form a public utility 
society, furnishing it himself with the balance of 
the capital required to be found unde~ the 
Government scheme. He will not be concerned 
to ensure that the rents shall be sufficient to 
show a return on the capital expended, but he 
will so adjust his proportion of the cost of the 
scheme as to provide that they shall be such 
as the people for whom the houses are intended 
can reasonably be expected to pay. Such net 
profits as may be made will be accumulated for 
the expansion of the scheme, or for the benefit of 
the tenants generally. He intends to appoint 
to the board of management of the society local 
gentlemen of repute chosen by himself, im 
addition to representatives chosen by the 
tenants. —T'imes. 
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Testimonial to Mr. Ernest Newton. 


Sin,—May I be allowed to express my sincere 
thanks to my friends for the address and 
testimonial presented to me on their behalf 
by the President ? I value them very highly, 
not only because they are beautiful possessions, 
but as tokens of the esteem of my brother 
architects. Ernest NEwron. 





The Public and Architecture. 


Sir, notice in “ Notes” in the Builder 
of May 16 that the writer doubts the ignorance 
of the public to architecture, as evinced in 
Mr. Punch’s drawing. It may interest you to 
know that the actual remark, “I had no 
idea that architects did the sides as well,” was 
made in this office by a good lady who was 
in other respects well educated. 

HuntTLY DEANE. 
Old Quebec-street, 
Marble Arch, W. 


«The Building Outlook ’’ : Suggested Test. 


_ Sm,—Your leader of May 16 embodied a 
suggestion that labour was not, on the whole, 
“jving a fair output, and this opinion seems to 
{borne out by statements on American labour 
if yd at the R.I.B.A. Conference. 
, Jou concluded with asuggestion which seems 
‘hove been taken in very bad part by the 
mae'r builders, but I feel that, taking a long 
view. you really had their interests at heart. 
Hov«sz, as the fruition of your scheme is, as 
you wai probably admit, most improbable, may 
I venture upon an alternative proposal, which is 
that the Committee of Inquiry set up at the 
Conference should initiate some practical 
demonstrations upon what can be done by men 
in various trades under varying and properly 
defined conditions, and in these tests let us have 
British and American methods side by side. 
Therp is some scepticism about the latter, and 
these may not be entirely applicable to building 
in this country. I believe such a series of 
standard tests would be welcomed not only by 
the master builders but by good workmen, who 
are in the majority, and I think they might well 
be subsidised by the Government, which has 
everything to gain at the present time by the 
introduction of the slightest improvement in 
output. Auan G. Munsy. 
Old Square, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 





The R.I.B.A. Elections. 


Sir,—In view of the imminence of the 
R.LB.A. election of the Council and Standing 
Committees , it behoves the electorate to scan 
with care the list of attendances published in 
the current number of the R.LB.A. Journal. 
Ina few cases (applying, by the way, practically 
only to the Associate class) members have been 
absent owing to their services with the Forces, 
and this, of course, is sufficient reason for their 
hon-attendance. Leaving out deceased mem- 
bers and Presidents of allied societies, who are 
ex-officio members of the Council, the following 
represents the attendances :— 4 Aya 4 4 

Attendances at Meetings. 
Exceeding Not exceeding 


. 0 
Council . . os oe ath "te 
Literature Standing 

es sh ger 15 
Art Standing Ctte. 6 14 
Science Standing Ctte. 7 12 
Practice Standing Ctte. 11 10 


em Science and Literature, particularly, 
> nel to be of little interest to the Executive 
“by € Institute, the attendances registered at 
“¢ meetings being truly lamentable. 

ste regrettable that the Council continues to 
ake _ = its House List names of members 
fetes 4p utely ignore the work of the Institute, 
~ ra general body should take advantage at 

on time to throw out all these. It is 


recommended, therefore, that the members 
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of the Royal Institute, when registering their 
votes should do so with the list of attendances 
before them. Regulations should be made that 
an attendance at less than 50%, of the meetings 
should automatically debar a member from 
serving on the Council or Committees for, say, 
three years, unless, of course, arising from 
circumstances over which he has no control. 

“ AcE Quop Aais.” 








Cottage Designs. 

Str,—There used to be a saying that “ resi- 
dents in glass structures should not throw 
stones.”” The increased cost of the transparent 
commodity, with a possible diminution in the 
quantity used, is, no doubt, creative of daring. 
Messrs. Stott & Sons, in their contribution on 
page 487 of your issue of May 16, illustrate their 
design embodying the *‘ Decalogue.” The lay-out 
of the furniture undoubtedly fills the floor area 
of each apartment; particularly noticeable is 
this in the living room, the centre of which is 
well occupied by eight (presumably) Windsor 
chairs and two ditto easies. But why eight 


“ce 





small chairs, when the sleeping accommodation 
under ordinary circumstances can be only at 
most for six persons and the kiddie in the cot ? 
Again, the “ get away” of the flues from 
scullery in north aspect to the party wall in 
bedroom over would—or should—from the 
bends in them, obviate down draughts, but 
the question might arise as to the facility of 
sweeping. 

The position of the lavatory basin between 
the wall and bath, is apparently only eighteen 
inches. The bath room could be improved by 
taking (without detriment) a corner out of the 
large bedroom and re-arranging bath and 
lavatory. The living room could be improved 
by having a square bay, about 9 ft. x 4 ft., 
in which could be placed the dining table and 
and chairs. 

A. C. Remnant, F.S.L. 


Str,—I should like to make the following 
observations on the plans by Messrs. Stott & 
Sons, published in your issue for May 16 (see 
p. 487). 

Ground floor, north aspect; the living 
room is 12 ft. wide on the front, and the bed- 
rooms over are 9 ft. wide on the front. W.C. 
3 ft. wide over the front corner of the living 
room. Soil pipe comes down about 18 in. 
from the front. doorway. The waste-pipe 
from the bath, just behind the angle? The 
bath and cylinder over front porch, the scullery 
fire-place is quite at the back, and it will re- 
quire two long lengths of piping to reach the 
cylinder and return. Will the chimney pass 
up to the roof, close to the back window of 
the largest bedroom, or where ? 

A bad feature is that when men are in the 
garden and need the w.c., they must enter 
the house, go upstairs on to the landing (over 
the living-room), along from the back of the 
house to the front, ovér the living-room and 
past two doors of bedrooms, to get there. Not 
very pleasant for sick people in bed at the 
time: and with only thin partitions between 
the w.c. and the beds. 

The plan for the south aspect is better, 
but why 3ft. projections of fronts of end 
houses? Nine inches would be enough to 
obtain the break, that could be topped by a 
small pediment or cornice, instead of a gable ; 
and 2ft. 3ins. more space could be put to 
inside purposes. 


Why not put the w.c. where the pram 
and bicycles are shown to go? Why not 
make the stairs 4ft. between walls, and put 
the bath there, having a brick hoggin wall be- 
tween it and w.c., an airtight door to the 
closet, and the larder doorway towards the 
room, and thus help the cook or maid. The 
gables to the fronts, with the ridge at right 
angles to the main roof-ridge, are a mistake ; 
for these are, of course, either two valleys, or 
a hip and a valley for the carpenter, plumber, 
and slater to cut up; and spend both time 
and material upon for no possible benefit to the 
tenant who is supposed to pay for it in his 
rent charge. 

Small rooms, for two girls to sleep in, are a 
menace to the healthy future mothers. There 
ought to be rooms for sleeping in that are 
capable of being kept cool, in the upper area, 
where the carbon-dioxide may arise into or 
condense in. 


May 21. J. R. Mruer, Wakefield. 


Sm,—Captain A. C. Martin’s first prize design 
for rural cottage in the Datly Mail Competition 
is excellent, and it carries out the provision of 
good shed over back door, which I advocated in 
my recent letter to you. 

There is one point to criticise, however, viz., 
the over-small windows, and I think attention 
should be drawn to the matter, because I notice 
a great tendency to the adoption of squat 
windows. They look very nice from outside, 
and they give the designer a great pull over the 
man who cannot bring himself to adopt them. 

In this case the lower glass line is 3 ft. 9 in. 
above the floor, and the upper one | ft. 6 in, 
below the ceiling. The latter is rather bad, but 
it is the height above the floor which is, I think, 
very much to be objected to. Such high cills 
(1) darken the rooms by shading too much floor ; 
(2) prevent anybody seated from seeing any- 
thing but sky outside; (3) prevent children 
sitting by the window and looking out. 

This criticism does not touch the plan—the 
windows can easily be enlarged, and I think they 
should be. Low cills with seats in them are an 
immense gain to the cheerfulness of living rooms. 

W. B. Hopkins. 


Sir,—One wonders on what basis awards are 
made in the Daily Mail and similar competitions. 
The first prize design (rural area), illustrated in 
your issue of May 16, has some remarkable cubic 
calculations. The bedrooms are figured 8 ft. 
high on section, yet with floor areas of 152, 128, 
93, the cubic contents are respectively given as 
1,094, 982, 707. With a similar height the cubic 
contents of the ground floor rooms are correctly 
calculated. With so considerable a proportion 
of the cubic contents of the bedrooms in the roof 
space, there would be considerable “ air lock ” 
of vitiated air in the principal bedrooms. The 
bedrooms in the gable end are able to obviate 
this hygienic difficulty. 

A. C. Remnant, F.S.1. 


Str,—In examining the Ist prize design, by 
Capt. A. C. Martin, the w.c., I notice, is in 
a very awkward position; one has either to 
go through the scullery, or through the 
front entrance door to the back of house. 

In the Ist prize design, by Mr. Horace 
L. Massey, I find a schedule attached 
stating the cube feet to be 23,625 at 
44d. per foot cube. I venture to think 
that, in the Northern area, it could not be 
built for less than 104d. per foot cube; the 
price £450 is misleading, it should be £1,030. 
How is a tenant to pay rent on this amount, 
as a working man ? 

CHARLES MARRIOTT. 





Sir,—It appears to me that Mr. Robert 
Stewart and your other correspondents on the 
subject of model homes are likely to do the 
State great service by pointing out, as they have 
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in the issue of your journal for May 16, an 
objectionable feature in planning which, unfor- 
tunately, is common to many of the designs 
premiated in recent competitions for cottages. 
Needless to say, I allude to the proposal to use 
the living-room as a passage-way whilst dis- 
charging the slops from the bedrooms. What 
is\the use and object of giving public utterance 
ad nauseam to the urgent need of raising the 
standard of refinement and culture in the lives of 
the, so-called, working classes, and then pro- 
ceeding to stultify the scheme by providing new 
homes constructed upon an old, unsanitary, 
and disgusting system of planning ? 
Atrrep W. 8. Cross. 


Salaried Assistants. 
Str,—‘“ Demobilised and Disgusted’s” letter 
is to the point, and I should like to see a copy 
sent to every employer, but no improvement 
in salaries will take place until employers are 
shamed into paying their assistants just wages 
for the work they do. Surely there are enough 
A.R.LB.A. assistants who can combine to 
bring the matter before the Institute, and to 
hammer away until we obtain a fair salary ? 
The foregoing remarks also apply to the Sur- 
veyors’ Institution, the members of which are 
on a par with the architects as regards the 
miserable pay they give their assistants. To 
give an instance, I know a well-known firm, 
prominent members of the Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion, who persistently ignore the applications of 
their assistants for an increase of salary, 
from men (seniors) who have been in their 
employ for years, and who have not had any 
increase of salaries since the war started, not 
even a bonus! And the £1 worth about 10s. !! 
And these very members are sitting on one of 
their own committees to consider the inade- 
quate salaries paid by District Councils! 
The inadequate salaries paid to their own 
staff they are blind to. Why not look at 
home first? For the work they do, Council 
surveyors, I think, are sufficiently paid. Any 
increase they get comes out of our salaries ! 
From what I hear, accountants, bank clerks, 
and other professions are treated in the same 
way. Is it not possible for all to combine 
together for the purpose of obtaining justice 
for us who earn, by our brains and hands, 
wealth for those for whom we work? All 

salaries should be raised 50 per cent. 
** TNADEQUATELY-SALARIED ASSISTANT.” 

May 24, 1919. 


Royal College of Art Students. 

Str,—In these times of talk of reconstruction 
and the value of Education in such work, 
perhaps the following facts regarding the 
present position of our students may interest 
your readers. 

The Royal College of Art is a State College, 
and its students are recruited from Art schools 
in all parts of the country. They are com- 
posed, for the most part, of holders of Govern- 
ment Art Scholarships awarded on merit 
shown in open competitive examinations, and 
of local or county exhibitioners from various 
centres throughout the Kingdom. 

In the years immediately preceding the war 
the scholarship allowances were fixed at £60 
per year and, even in those far-off days of 
peace and plenty, were never regarded by the 
students as being really adequate. But, 
incredible though it may appear, this figure 
(as the real scholarship amount) remains 
unchanged to this day, in spite of the enormous 
increases in costs of living, &c. 

It is true that the Board of Education did, 
in 1917, following a memorandum addressed 
to them by the students in 1916, give a limited 
sum on the allowances of those students, 
who, on a special form provided, showed (by 
figures giving their weekly expenses in every 
detail, from rooms to lighting, and from food 
to clothir g) that the £60 allowance was insuffi- 
cient to keep them in decency, and additional 
allowances of sums up to but not exceeding 
£20 per year in any one case were granted. , 
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But this totally unfair way of raising the 
allowance (a way which placed a premium 
on the cases best made out) means that even 
those lucky enough to draw the full amount 
have only £80 per year on which to keep 
themselves whilst pursuing their studies. It 
would merely insult the intelligence of any 
sane man or woman to assert that this sum is 
insufficient to maintain an adult student for 
a@ year and to provide him with materials, 
clothing, vacations, &c., in addition to his 
food and shelter. For this must be obvious 
to all. In March, 1919, the students again 
petitioned the Board, urging that the scholar- 
ships be increased to a total of £120 per year, 
which they regard in these times as a 
necessary allowance. but no answer to this 
memorandum has yet been forthcoming. 

One would naturally expect the State College 
to lead the way in such matters, but it is 
illuminating to note in this connection that 
the L.C.C. has voluntarily raised its scholar- 
ships to £120 per year, while those given by 
the Board are £60 yearly, with a problematical 
£20 increase. 

By far the greater part of our students are 
ex-Service men, and much dissatisfaction is 
felt by them at the present state of things, 
which gives results like the following: A 
student returning to College in 1919, after, 
say, four years’ service, is awarded the 
same scholarship allowance as drawn by him 
in pre-war days, and gets £20 extra if he 


. proves he needs it. 


It is, of course, quite true that Art education 
in this country has been regarded as a luxury 
and of little practical service to the community. 
We assert that, quite apart from its genuine 
value as a factor in general education, Art 
can be made, and daily is made, of the greatest 
use in furthering the trade of a country. 

But, if those in power regard Art education 
as a white elephant, the honest thing to do is 
to “ scrap” the whole system of Art training 
and not continue to have students in the 
position of those at this Government training 
college at the present time. The treatment 
accorded to the Victoria and Albert and British 
Museums during the war showed what our 
rulers think of Art. 

These places were closed at a time when they 
were of the highest educational value. 

The College students are teachers and 
craftsmen of the future, and the principle 
involved in their demand for better treatment 
is one which affects the status of education 
throughout the country. 

Consequently, if you will be good enough 
to publish this statement we should be exceed- 
ingly obliged.—On behalf of the students, 

MARGARET D. NICHOLSON, 
Lewis Duckett. 
Hon. Secs., R.C.A. Students’ Union. 


The Fluctuating Prices of Materials. 


Srr,—In consequence of the fluctuation of 
prices of materials, considerable added im- 
portance is given to the list of building material 
prices published weekly in your journal. It 
therefore follows that these should be as accurate 
as possible. 

The first item in the list is stocks, which are 
now being quoted at various prices, averaging 
105s. per 1,000 to 110s. per 1,000 delivered. 
This price is obviously out of proportion to the 
* alongside” price stated in the Builder. We 
believe your journal is the only one publishing 
current material prices, and as these are now 
of such importance, being referred to in many 
cases in contract documents, we feel sure you 
will welcome criticism for the sake of improving 
still further so valuable a list. 

While on the subject of stocks, one of the 
reasons attached to the high price of same is 
that most architects, from force of habit, in- 
variably specify only the best, but last week’s 
issue contained a valuable suggestion from Mr. 
Skipper in reference to unburnt bricks for 
building schemes. 

Unfortunately the process of manufacture pro- 
duces several qualities besides the best, and in 
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pre-war days the commoner qualities were 
readily absorbed by the speculating builder, now 
an extinct class. 

It naturally follows, therefore, if only the best 
are to be used the price of same must be jn. 
creased to cover the cost of scrapping the com- 
moner qualities, but we suggest that there must 
be many positions in a building as, for instance 
internal walls, &c., where the commoner brick 
would be as effective as the best, and thereby 
help not only supply and manufacture, but cost 
which is an all important factor in these days of 
high prices. 

F, J. Gaver. 
(E. A. Roome & Co.) 


Suitable Flooring Material. 

Sir,—Would some reader of the Builder 
let me know the best and most suitable flooring 
material for the ground floor of an extensive 
drapery establishment? At present the floor 
is of ordinary deal flooring boards, laid on 
deal joists, and covered with “ Staines” 
(thick) linoleum, and the proprietor prefers 
this to anything else of which he has knowledge; 
but the boards are continually rotting away, 
thereby causing much inconvenience and 
expense, and it is a most difficult matter to 
obtain anything approaching a good strong 
current of fresh air beneath same. Would 
pitch pine or maple boarding give better 
results ? 

I have laid boarded floors on a damp-proofing 
material, immediately om cement concrete, 
but do not know by experience whether this 
would prevent dry-rotting of same were they 
entirely covered with such a linoleum, but 
have thought perhaps some of your subscribers 
may have had such experience and would be 
willing to impart the result to a brother 
architect. 

Should it be necessary to resort to an in situ 
flooring, the same should be of one (“ warm ”) 
colour throughout, warm to the feet, practically 
noiseless, not liable to crack or “ craze,” and 
easy to keep clean and dry, and I am in doubt 
as to which of the many (if any one) on the 
market would the most satisfactorily meet 
these conditions. Polished oak would be too 
slippery, as well as entail much labour te keep 
properly waxed. 





ALFRED J. BENNETT. 





The Duke of York’s Column. 

Sir,—I understand that the stone steps in the 
Duke of York’s column (built 1830-33) have long 
been in a dangerous, dilapidated condition, and 
that the public is, in consequence, not permitted 
to use them. This rapid deterioration must be 
due either to the use of unsuitable material or 
to faulty construction. I should be glad to know 
if solid stone steps winding around a central 
newel, and either forming a part of, or built into 
it, should also have the outer ends of the steps 
tailed into a wall. ove 





—_———_ 
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OBITUARY. 
Brother Alban (Hansom). 

The funeral took place recently at St. 
Bernard’s Monastery, Whitwick, Leicestershire, 
of Brother Alban, aged forty-five, who died 
from influenza. His family name was Hansom, 
and his grandfather founded the Builder news- 
paper, but was better known as the inventor of 
the hansom cab. 

Mr. A. Skirving. 

The death has taken place of Mr. Alexander 

Among his 


Skirving, F.R.L.B.A., of Glasgow. A! 


work was the design for the memorial which 
marks the battlefield of Langside. Mr. Skirving 
took a share in the public life of Cathcart 
parish, and was also well known in Masonic 
circles. 
Mr. S. P. Pick. 
The death is announced of Mr. Samuel 


Perkins Pick, F.S.A., F.R.LB.A., of 2, Salisbury 
Road, Leicester, aged 60 years. 
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ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


CONFERENCE ON THE CONDITION OF THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


We give below a report of the discussion 
on the papers which were read at the Con- 
ference, on Tuesday last week. The papers 
were published im eztenso in our last issues. 
The remarks by Mr. Butterworth are amplified 
in an article—the first of two from his pen— 
which appears on page 535, and further obser- 
vations, from the master builders’ point of view, 
will be found on page 544, 

Afternoon Sitting. 

At the afternoon sitting the discussion was 
opened by Mr, J. W. Simpson, who referred 
in appreciative terms to the suggestion in 
Mr. Murrey’s paper that a joint consultative 
poard should be formed which should repre- 
gnt employers and employed in the building 
trade, and the architects. He said he quite 
understood that the Conference had no man- 
datory power, but it might be possible for 
them to nominate three gentlemen, one from 
each of the three different interests he had 
referred to, and that would give them the 
nucleus of such a Council as was suggested by 
Mr. Murrey. 

Mr. R. B. Chessum remarked that he recog- 
nised with pleasure, having taken part in many 
conferences with operatives at the present 
time, that they had secured a wonderful 
recognition of the “ other man’s” point of 
view as compared with what existed in the 
past. He looked forward with pleasure to the 
years that were coming, when many of the 
discords that had been to the detriment of 
the building industry would be superseded 
by harmony, to the benefit of all concerned. 
There was no doubt that competition had led 
to excelling in the art of production, and 
competition in building contracts under the 
Colwyn system could still go on. The quantity 
surveyor was a very necessary unit in the 
quadrangle of the building industry. It 
would be quite competent for tenders to be 
obtained on the estimated cost with a bill of 
quantities properly prepared, because quantity 
surveyors, like builders, were not all of the 
highest standard. A lump sum fee for the 
builder’s services and the use of his plans could 
be arranged and paid for on the said quantities 
and estimated cost. That practically was the 
report of the Colwyn Committee. It was 
argued by that Committee that the inducement 
to the contractor to reduce the cost as much 
as possible would be quite sufficient, seeing 
that if the cost were increased he would get no 
more than his fee. Mr. Dove suggested in his 
paper that if the contractor as a further 
inducement was offered a percentage upon 
the saving he effected in the execution of the 
work below the estimated cost, that would 
bring the interest of the building owner into 
direct harmony. Such a plan would do away 
with the abuses which had crept into the 
carrying out of contracts on the costs and 
Profits basis, as they had experienced them 
during the last four or five years. 

Mr. Young, speaking as a quantity surveyor, 
Suggested that if builders would refuse to 
tender unless they had quantities prepared, 
either by a member of the Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion or the Quantity Surveyors’ Association, 
they would be doing themselves and other 
contractors a good turn. All the uncertainties 
that one experienced now in tendering were 
based on the fact that one could not be quite 
certain what sort of quantities he was going 


to get. The R.I.B.A. could help more than 
it had done if architects and surveyors worked 
more together. The present unsatisfactory 
condition of the building trade was not due to 
any difficulties between architects and builders, 
Owever; it was far more due to the position 
of the men. For the last four or five months 
he had been engaged on a contract where 








4,000 men were employed, which was being 
carried out on the prime-cost basis. It was 
pitiable to see how little work the men could 
do in a day. The contractors had done their 
best to try to get the men to work. One of 
their suggestions was that while getting a 
minimum wage, there should in addition be 
a bonus on output. The only objection to that 
had been raised by the representatives of the 
men themselves. He could not see why, if 
men were going to have a minimum wage, 
there should be any objection to their also 
having a bonus on output. The system had 
been tried on a very large war contract, and 
had been a tremendous success. The reason 
why contractors would not tender was that, 
while they could tender on their materials 
fairly well. they did not know where they were 
with labour—given a certain number of men 
on a job, they did not know whether it would 
take three months or three years to complete 
it. He thought it was up to the representatives 
of the men to come to some agreement whereby 
that sort of thing was put a stop to. 


Mr. J. P. Lloyd (Operative Painters) said he 
thought they would all agree that the present 
condition of things was largely due to the 
muddling of the Government. If the Govern- 
ment had left building to the people who were 
responsible for carrying on the work of the 
building trade, the present abnormal conditions 
would never have existed. Where men had 
been on a job and laying 120 bricks a day, 
in most cases that had not been due to the fact 
that the men did not wish to lay more, but had 
been due to bad management and bad organiza- 
tiqn. What they had got to deal with was the 
post-war conditions, and the best way of getting 
back to something like normality was for the 
employer to deal fairly with the workman 
and for the workman to deal fairly with the 
employer, and the recognition of the fact that 
they both had a right to exist. Complaint was 
made of the lack of skill of the workman, 
but he suggested that the operative was not 
responsible for that. If the contract system 
pre-supposed a condition where a given price 
had to be given for a job which had to be 
turned out in a given time, it meant that 
the builder had to get it done as cheaply 
and as shoddily as he could under the pre- 
vailing circumstances, and hundreds of men 
had been employed on building work who 
ought never to have been so employed. The 
operative did not want unskilled men in his 
trade, but for some reason or other the builder 
was called upon to tender at unsatisfactory 
prices. In many trades, a man had to be 
licensed, but anybody could come into the 
building trade, so long as he had the capital, 
and if he tendered £1,000 below a legitimate 
builder he would probably get the job, and he 
employed inferior labour to carry it out. In his 
view, they would have to eliminate, not only 
the unskilled operative, but the unprofessional 
builder, and that might mean the unprofessional 
architect, too. Personally, he was opposed to 
the competitive contract system, root and 
branch. He believed that work ought to be 
carried on at a cost fixed on the basis of what 
it was worth, according to the style in which 
it had to be done, and in nine cases out of ten 
it was impossible to price such work. As long 
as the competitive system was in vogue, they 
were going to have competitive work, which 
meant skilled and unskilled. Before they were 
going to arrive at a proper solution of the 
contract system, the architect himself must 
undertake to see that only a respectable builder 
was asked to tender for his job. Unless the 
architect was willing to recognise that as a 
part of his business they would be in a hopeless 
muddle, and “he saw,no,way out. 


Mr. W. Woodward said he quite agreed 
with the last speaker, that if they employed 
first-class builders they would get buildings 
carried out in a first-rate manner. For that 
reason he had always objected to borough 
councils and other public bodies inviting 
tenders from all over the country from any 
Tom, Dick or Harry for work which they 
knew nothing about. With regard to the 
competitive contract system, he thought it 
should be retained, as it had worked admirably 
well in his experience during the last fifty 
years. As to the cause of the present abnormal 
cost of building and the inactivity in the trade, 
he was convinced that one cause was the 
Peaceful Persuasion Act—that was the start 
of the whole trouble. Before that Act was 
passed, the workmen had facilities for pro- 
tecting themselves against low wages and for 
redressing other grievances: Forty years ago 
he agreed with trade unionism. He considered 
then it was a very proper system to adopt, 
because it prevented men being sweated ; 
but when “ peaceful picketing,” as it was 
called, came in, the honest, respectable work- 
man was domineered and tyrannised over 
in a way that no Act of Parliament should 
ever have allowed. Another reason for the 
present unsatisfactory condition of things 
was that the funds of the trade unions were 
placed outside the law. Another cause was 
organized idleness in its completest form. 
A further cause of the present trouble was the 
domineering ‘“‘ down tools” policy of the 
trade unionists, who were willing to stop 
work at any moment. As to a limitation of 
the hours of work, he would say that if he 
could secure four hours’ honest, conscientious 
work out of the six, he would be perfectly 
satisfied ; but he did not believe for a moment 
he would get it. Yet another reason—and here 
he was afraid he might give offence in certain 
quarters—was that, in his opinion, the emolu- 
ments of the trade union leaders depended 
upon strife and its continuance ; and until 
some other mode of payment was adopted, 
he believed they would always get trouble. 
If labour leaders were necessary, they should be 
paid well; but he would remunerate them on 
the principle which the Emperor of China 
adopted in the case of his doctor—so long as he 
was well the physician received payment, 
but should the Emperor fall sick the payment 
ceased. 

Mr. Bourne (Operative Stonemasons) said 
that, in regard to tendering, in the past the bad 
employer had always been the greatest opponent 
of the good employer, as he had been of the 
working classes as a whole. By the knowledge 
that he could go into the labour market and 
get labour at reduced prices the bad employer 
had been able to tender against the good one, 
and he had been able to undercut. He believed 
that the policy of the bad employers was to 
work with the trade unions for the purpose of 
eliminating those people in the industry who 
were out for cutting the throats not only of the 
workers, but of the best employers as well. 
With regard to the limitation of output, where 
that existed it was due to the fear of unemploy- 
ment.’ He was convinced that if the workman 
could be guaranteed continuity of employment, 
all difficulties regarding ontput would be swept 
away. 

Mr. Hubbard said it was an old axiom that 
an army had to march at the pace of its weakest 
man, and he was afraid it was the weakest 
workman in trade unionism who set the pace. 
That was not a desirable state of affairs either 
for employers oremployed. His suggestion was 
that the members of various trades should be 
divided into “ A” and “ B” categories. An 
architect who wanted a first-class job would 
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specify for the employment of “ A” men, who 
would receive a higher rate of wages than“ B” 
men. He believed there were plenty of jobs 
where “ B” men could be usefully employed. 
The President said that there was at present 
in existence a joint committee of architects and 
builders discussing a new form of contract, 
and a new form was now under consideration. 
He would, therefore, suggest that the particular 
question should be eliminated from the discus- 
sion, and that the Conference should devote itself 
more particularly to the consideration of the 
present position of the building industry. It 
was plain that at the present time very little 
building work was being done by the private 
individual because of the very high cost. The 
question they had to consider was: What were 
the causes of the prohibitive cost of building ? 
Of course, the cost of materials in many cases 
was very high; and then there was the cost 
of labour. Wages had gone up several times to 
what they were before the war. The capital 
which the prospective builder was prepared to 
spend had not gone up in the same ratio, and, 
consequently, there was not that amount of 
building going on that there ought to be. One 
of the principal objects of the Conference was 
to see if they could arrive at something which 
would help them to set work going again. He 
asked whether it was a fact that concurrently 
with the high cost of materials and the high rate 
of wages there was an unwarranted limitation 
of output. It must be obvious to anyone 
that. if they had very high wages, the only way 
in which the difficulty could be got over was 
by increasing output. He asked the question : 
Was it a fact that the limitation of output was 
aggravating the high cost of building, and if 
it were so, was there any possibility of increasing 
output in some way so as tohelp to reduce the 
cost of building? Obviously, that was one of 
the ways in which the industry could be put on 
its legs again. Increase of output would not 
only affect the actual labour on the jobs, but 
it would affect the cost of materials. He saw 
a statement in the newspapers the other day 
that the employees of the Standard Oil Co., of 
New Jersey, had, on their own initiative, 
voluntarily agreed to increase output in the 
proportion of from 27 to 30. Could anything 
of the kind be done in England? Could any 
of the representatives of the employees present 
suggest whether and how that could be done ; 
and if the employers could do anything to help ? 
It was probable that employers might be able 
to decrease their administrative expenses some- 
what, but to him, as an architect, it appeared 
that the most obvious way of immediately 
cheapening the industry would be in some way 
or other to have a greatly increased output. 


Mr. Bowman (Operative Plasterers) said he 
did not believe they could get more out of the 
operatives than they were doing to-day. His 
belief was that there were too many families 
to be kept out of a building job. There was 
the architect, there was the contractor and the 
sub-contractor, all of whom had to be paid. 
As a representative of operatives, he had noticed 
that, while they had heard a good deal about 
high wages, nobody had said anything about 
the increased price of food. 

Mr. Gayer (Institute of Builders) said he did 
not think that the architects sufficiently 
realised the good work that was being done by 
the federated builders. ‘There were gentlemen 
who spent on the average three days a week in 
consultation with the operatives in order 
to try to find a solution of some of the difficul- 
ties which had been referred to thatday. He 
wondered why architects did not try to 
eliminate the non-federated builder from their 
midst. With regard to output, they must 
recognise that one of the nightmares that the 
operatives suffered from was want of continuity 
of employment. That point could very 
largely be met‘if architects, builders and opera- 
tives would collaborate and endeavour as far 
as possible to defer what he might term 
** luxury” buildings until trade was depressed. 
As to the high cost of materials, he believed that 
in due time bricks would become more plentiful, 
but it was an appalling thing to find that 
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arehitects would still specify the impossible. 
They were still specifying stock bricks and 
marble, both of which were practically un- 
procurable. He was afraid that whatever they 
might do it would be some considerable time 
before they got back to the old state of things. 
The Colwyn system of contracting had served 
a useful purpose for the time being, but when 
they got to more settled conditions he thought 
they would have to revert to the original 
contract system. 

Mr. Watkins (President of the Nottingham apd 
Derby Architectural Society) said that in the 
provinces they were affected by the present 
condition of the building industry, but up to 
the present it seemed to him that the Conference 
was not likely to have any practical result. 
In pre-war days it was always said that in the 
United States the cost of building, despite the 
high wages, was no higher than in this country. 
That was either because the industry was better 
organized or because the operatives did better 
work ; possibly it was due to a combination of 
the two. He would like to see the Institute 
arrange for a deputation of architects, builders 
and employees to visit the United States and 
thoroughly investigate the conditions of the 
building industry in that country, to see 
whether they could learn anything which 
would be of value to them at home. 

Mr. G. M. Butterworth supported Mr. W atkins’s 
suggestion for a deputation to visit America. 
He remarked that one thing that would reduce 
the cost of brickwork was the lessening of 
motions necessary in erection, and a great deal 
had been done in that respect in the United 
States. The age of concrete had arrived, and 
he warned the bricklayers of this country that 
the very existence of their craft was threatened 
unless they materially reduced the cost of 
laying bricks. In America the competition of 
concrete alarmed the bricklayers. At first 
they tried to boycott the movement and 
refused to lay bricks on concrete foundations, 
but it was of no use; the concrete engineer 
soon devised means of getting over that position. 

Mr. Butterworth then detailed at length 
the various labour-saving devices in vogue in 
America for bricklaying, as explained to him by 
Major Frank Gilbreth, the American efficiency 
engineer and motion expert, as a result of 
which he said instead of a man laying 120 
bricks an hour, as he did by the old methods, 
he laid 350 in the hour and was paid 29s. a day 
for doing it. If they could do something like 
that in this country they would go a long way 
towards settling the question of cheap housing. 

Mr. Gammell said, with all modesty, he might 
claim to be the primary cause of the Conference 
being held, and if the excellent proposal by Mr. 
Murrey for setting up a joint consultative 
board should go through, he hoped they would 
conduct future meetings on somewhat different 
lines from what had obtained at thisone. Some 
of the remarks which had been made by some 
of the speakers were distasteful to him, but he 
had not expressed his disapproval, because he 
took it that the meeting was composed of 
broad-minded people representing every side of 
the building industry. He would remind gentle- 
men who might not see eye to eye with others 
that there was more than one side to the ques- 
tion they were discussing. The President 
had asked whether they could suggest any 
reason that was preventing building in the 
country. A good many pertinent reasons had 
been advanced, and he would give another 
practical reason which had arisen from his own 
observation. A short time before Easter he 
went to a small hotel at Woburn Sands, which 
belonged to a firm of brewers, and asked for 
rooms for himself and wife for the holidays. 
The manager told him that four months previ- 
ously he wrote to his firm and said that if they 
would build him 20 more bedrooms he would 
undertake to show them a return of 50 per cent. 
on their outlay. The directors of the brewery 
considered the matter and wrote regretting 
that, under the conditions at present obtaining 
and the attitude of the Government with 
regard to licensed property, they were unable 
to comply with his request. He could not 
help feeling that the major cause of the trouble 
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in this country was the interference with the 
economic liberty of the community during the 
last 10 or 15 years. He was quite in agree. 
ment with the President that the Finance Act 
of 1909-10 should be swept out of existence 
but he rather gathered from Mr. Hudson that 
the Local Government Board was going to 
employ the valuations made under that Act in 
its building schemes, although he hoped and 
believed that would not be the case. With regard 
to the workman, they wished him well and 
wanted to pay him good wages, but unfor. 
tunately there was the slacker whom they had 
to contend with. They were not all on the 
same high-thinking plane—they wanted to 
bring it home to the intelligence of the slacker 
that it was worth his while to work. There 
was no doubt that the restriction of output 
was due to the mistaken fear of unemploy- 
ment, and it was for the great minds of the 
building industry to find a way out of the 
trouble. 

Mr. Delissa Joseph remarked that, to his 
mind, the meeting opened unfortunately on a 
wrong note, because Dr. Addison, in his address, 
seemed to be under the impression that he was 
speaking to a housing conference. Mr. Hudson, 
in his paper, gave them a valuable history of 
the influence of the Finance Act of 1909 with 
regard to the housing problem, and he showed 
that that Act was the root cause of the present 
shortage of workmen’s dwellings. Mr. Murrey’s 
paper seemed to ring with the truth of sincerity 
drawn from personal experience, and there 
was no doubt he put his finger on the root of 
the trouble when he said that it was the Govern- 
ment that was largely responsible for the 
inflated cost of building by the pernicious 
system it had introduced in building contracts 
during the war, known as profits on cost. 
With regard to the Colwyn system, naturally 
it appealed to the builder, as it gave him 
absolute security without the shadow of a risk, 
whereas it left the employer with no protection 
as to the limit of his liability. The suggestion 
of Mr. Hill that the junior architect might pass 
some time in the workshop as well as in the 
drawing office, had a great deal of force in it, 
and he believed it had a precedent in the case 
of the engineer. As to competition, once they 
got back to anything like normal conditions it 
would be impossible to eliminate competition 
from building. They had got to consider 
their client whose object was to get the best 
building at the cheapest price, and he could 
only obtain that by competition. He had 
recently been able to place a contract on the 
ascertained prices for the work as it stood 
then, with a provision for an increase in 
labour and materials should that increase 
develop in the course of the work, taking as a 
standard the prices published in the Builder 
of the week prior to the contract. It seemed 
to him that they might get over some of their 
momentary difficulties in that way. With 
regard to penalties, while human nature is as 
it is they must have some penalties in a con- 
tract, but he did not see why they should not 
counter-balance that by providing for a bonus 
for completion of the work at an earlier date. 
He would like the operative to feel a prac- 
tical interest in the building. He was wonder- 
ing whether it would be possible for the con- 
tractor to set asidé a certain percentage of the 
gross or net cost of the work and share it with 
the men when the building was done? Except 
from the mouth of Mr. Hudson he did not think 
he had heard the word “ finance ” used in the 
whole of the discussion, and rarely had he 
heard any reference made to the client. The 
client was the root motive of their existence. 
Without the employer there would be no work 
for the architect, the builder, or the operative. 
The investor found that at the present moment 
building did not offer him a fair return on his 
money, and until two changes had taken place 
he could not see how the activity of building 
was to return to the normal. He did not 
think, nor indeed did he hope, that wages would 
fall. He was with all the speakers in saying 
that they wanted the operatives to enjoy life 
to the full. With regard to the price of materials, 
he believed that by the natural flow of inter 
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national competition, they would see a reduc- 
tion in the cost of materials which would bring 
down the cost of building somewhat, not to 
the full extent’ as it existed prior to the war— 
they would never get back to pre-war prices. 

The President remarked that he thought it 
improbable that the Conference would be able 
to come to any decision that day, and he 
suggested that it might be advisable to 
adjourn the discussion to a future date. 

Mr. Murrey said he would propose that the 
(Conference be adjourned, and that in the 
meantime the various representatives. meet 
their respective organisations and talk over 
the problems that they had discussed. They, 
as representing the operatives, recognised their 
responsibilities and the problenis that were in 
front of them, and they were prepared to face 
those responsibilities and share them so far as 
the other interests in the industry co-operated 
with them in the task. 

Mr. Haggerty (Builders’ Labourers) seconded 
the proposition for an adjournment. 

Mr. Percival M. Fraser said he did not think 
any good would come by adjourning the Con- 
ference. He would propose that the Council 
of the R.I.B.A. take steps to form a permanent 
Coucil, consisting of representatives of the 
various societies who were meeting that day. 

Mr. J. W. Simpson said he agreed with Mr. 
Fraser, but he would rather see the R.I.B.A., 
the National Federation of Building Trades 


- Employers and the National Federation .of 
Building Trades Operatives appointed to set _ 


up @ joint consultative board. The object of 
the board would be to establish better conditions 
in the building trade. 

Mr. Fraser said he was quite willing to accept 
that, and Mr. Murrey having withdrawn his 
resolution for an adjournment, the proposition 
of Mr. Simpson was carried unanimously. 


On the proposition. of Mr. Chessman a vote 
of thanks was passed to the President for 
presiding, and the proceedings terminated. 


We have received the following letter in 
reference to the Conference :— 


“Sir,—I attended the R.I.B.A. Conference 
held last Tuesday, the 20th instant, and listened 
with great interest to the various views put 
forward relative to the present cost of building. 
One point of view does not appear to have 
oceurred to the various speakers, that is, that in 
proportion to the increased cost of everything 
else, the present cost of building is quite reason- 
able. It must be obvious that, inasmuch as the 
pay for labour has increased by at least 100 per 
cent. in every trade, the cost of building, in- 
cluding materials, must have increased in like 
proportion ; consequently the workmen are 
getting approximately twice the previous 
amount of wages, the builder is getting his per- 
centage of profit on twice the expenditure, and 
the architect and quantity surveyor are getting 
their fees on a similar amount, and the building 
owner who, if in trade, must be charging his 
customers a similarly increased cost on whatever 
article he may sell (and makes his percentage of 
Profit thereon), must of necessity pay a similar 
increase for the goods he wants to buy or the 
building work he requires executed. 

‘I cannot help thinking that in approaching 
the subject from the point of view taken by the 
speakers, injury has been done to the trade. 
Instead of admitting that the cost of building is 
*xcessive (which it is not in comparison with 
other trades), an endeavour should have been 
made to educate the building owners to the 
point of view that with conditions as they are 
at present moment, i.e., with high rates of wages 
throughout and increased cost of living, one 
cannot expect the building trade to be the only 
€xception to the general rule. Were 1 a building 
te who had studied the report of the Con- 
erence, I should immediately delay any schemes 
Which I may have contemplated because of the 

1ssion on the part of the architects, builders 
and Labour representatives that they themselves 
*ppear to think the present cost of building 
excessive. 
‘ * INTERESTED.’ ” 
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Election of Associates, R.I.B.A. 


We are asked to publish the following copy 
of a letter which accompanied the requisition 
to the Council of the R.I.B.A. for the election 
of Associates by ballot. The analysis shows 
the dates on which these candidates were 
admitted as students, from which, it is con- 
tended by our correspondents, the need for 
the forthcoming ballot will be evident :— 


To the Secretary, R.I.B.A, 
9, Conduit-street, London, W. 

Str,—-We, the undersigned, have requisitioned 
the Council of the R.I.B.A. that the voting for 
the whole of the 165 candidates for election 
as Associates, published in the current number 
of the Journal, and exempted from the final 
examination, should be by ballot of all the 
members of the Institute. 

It is stated that the concession is based on 
service with H.M. Forces during the war, but 
it is known that in at least one instance, this 
ground of exemption does not exist. The 
dates of passing the intermediate examination, 
in the case of many of the candidates, show 
that there was ample time to prepare for the 
final examination before the outbreak of the 
war in 1914, or before the Military Service 
Acts of 1916-1918 became operative. 

We feel that the exemption concession is 
not in the interest of the Institute or of the 
candidates themselves, that it will seriously 
detract from the value of the qualification, 
and constitutes a grave injustice to the class 
of Associates, many of whom have served 
with H.M. Forces, and who have passed the 
final examination. 

We are also of the opinion that the objects 
of the Board of Architectural Education are 
largely vitiated by the special regulations of 
March, 1918, which should now be recon- 
sidered, and the concession discontinued. 

Yours faithfully, 


Fellows :— Associates :— 
F. E. Pearce Edwards. Walter P. Rylatt. 


Chas. B. Flockton. J. 8. Fyfe. 

Edwd. M. Gibbs. F. Meakin. 

Arnold Thornely. J. O. Thompson. 
Hastwell Grayson. R. G. Roberts. 

W. Williamson. H. B. 8. Gibbs. 

W. E. Willink. Stanley H. Williams, 
Charles W. Harris. James R. Wigfull. 
Gilbert Fraser. James Grieve. 


Wilfred T. Garbutt. 
Frederick M. Hammond 
J. Alfred Fletcher. 
9th May, 1919. 
An analysis showing dates on which the 
candidates were admitted as Students, based 
on the R.I.B.A. Journal for May :— 


Date of Admission No. of 
as Students. Candidates. Percentage. 
/.. aarnger l ~] one 
*1910 to 1910 (incl.) 49 _ 


*Minimum of 4 years in which to pre- 
pare for and take the Final before the 
outbreak of war. 


$1911 to 1913 (inel.) 65 42°5 
tHardship suffered provided that pre- 
paration for the Final was commenced 
and interrupted by the candidate joining 
H.M. Forces. 


eis. oe: 
195 0. we ML 

ey St i 
ti917 ee Oe . 
Be as es = 
¢1919 a 


{No justification for shirking Final as 
preparation was not commenced at out- 
break of war. 
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Hampton Court Gardens. 

In reply to a question, last week, the First 
Commissioner of Works stated that he had 
received suggestions for improving the lay-out 
of Hampton Court Gardens,but, before adopting 
any of the suggestions, he would appoint a 
committee of . horticultural and landscape 
garden experts to advise on the question. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


Fine Art Society and Walker's Galleries. 
The Goupil Gallery. 

The present exhibition at the Fine Art 
Society consists of oil paintings by William 
Kiddier, and a very charming little set of some 
sixty water-colour drawings by Hugh Morris. 
Mr. Kiddier’s work displays the artist’s person- 
ality throughout, and is in some instances 
undoubtedly clever, especially in the larger 
canvases, such as “ Silver Dew,” ‘“‘ The Last 
Gleam,” and ‘‘ Through the Wood.” The 
artist has generally used a very rough canvas, 
which shows through in such a scene as his 
really fine sunset in “ The Silent Victory ” ; 
while in such a work as his “ Reflections,” he 
has laid on his pigment very heavily. But the 
paintings here are not all on the level of those 
just mentioned; and we get the impression 
that it is an art trop voulu, and lacking frequently 
in spontaneity of impression. 

We have used the word charming of Mr. 
Norris’s water-colours here, and this is just the 
word which seems needed. Im fact, before 
such a scene as his (No. 1) “ Old Cottage and 
Garden,” we think instinctively of the English 
gardens of Mrs. Allingham, with every bloom 
delicately and deliberately painted. These 
water-colours would be pleasant works to live 
with; and occasionally the artist gets away 
from the dominant note of prettiness in the 
broader touch of his ‘‘ Burton Bradstock from 
the Meadows,” in the fine drawing of “ Rich- 
mond, Yorkshire,” the autumn tints of ‘* Red 
Willow,” and brilliantly handled reflections of 
his “ Eel Hatch, Ibsley.”” He has put his best 
work, technically, into ‘‘ A tangled Backwater, 
Hale,” where the foreground,—most difficult 
to handle—of tangled reeds and grass, has 
almost the delicate finish of a Birket F oster. 

At Walker’s Galleries, Miss Agnes Turner is 
showing a very interesting set of water-colours, 
under the title of “‘ London: In Peace and 
War.” Although other subjects from England, 
Tyrol or Brittany appear, it is, in fact, 
London which dominates here, and generally 
London as seen from her noble _ river, 
with those misty effects which are her own, and 
have their individual beauty. There is a certain 
sameness of subject—Westminster and the 
Houses of Parliament appearing at least six 
times, and St. Paul’s quite as often—but the 
drawing of these buildings is good, and the 
figures introduced, well handled, as in the typical 
London crowd of ** Billingsgate ’’ and “ Cannon- 
street.” In the adjoining room, Mr. Walker 
has just placed on view a set of water-colour 
drawings of Petrograd, by the Rev. D. 8. Lom- 
bard. Mr. Lombard was for ten years chaplain 
to the English Church at Petrograd; he did 
good work in 1917 in the Roumanian Hospitals, 
and was later imprisoned by the Bolshevists in 
the Fortress of SS. Peter and Paul, whence he 
was liberated last October. These sketches 
have a peculiar interest of actuality, now that 
this bloodthirsty tyranny, which insulted the 
sacred name of liberty, seems near itsend. We 
see the red flag in evidence in such scenes as 
‘“* Revolutionary Demonstration” and‘ Nicholas 
Quay”; this last subject appears again twice : 
in “ Grey Day in Petrograd”—than which 
nothing could be more depressing—and “ The 
Thaw”; but there is nothing of the amateur 
in the work here. “ Schusselburg in Spring,” 
though sketchy, is strongly put in, and there is 
good spacing and composition in such subjects 
as “ Hange,” “ The Fortress of SS. Peter and 
Paul” and “ The Academy, Petrograd—Spring 
Sunset.” : 

We have supported strongly for the last six 
months the claims of our own public and our 
Colonial and American visitors to the use and 
enjoyment of our Art Galleries, and are glad to 
note that this matter is now being kept forward 
by Mr. Witt, who is one of the trustees for our 
National Gallery; and we understand from 
this gentleman that it is proposed to reserve 
one room of that Gallery for special exhibitions, 
which will be a very welcome innovation. It is, 
in fact, being asked on all sides, how long these 
expensive and fully-staffed War Departments, 
such as the Postal Censorship, are to continue ? 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Cheltenham College Cloisters War Memorial. 

The new cloisters are being erected to join 
the chapel (which was built from designs of 
the late Mr Prothero, F.R.I.B.A.) to the 
Little Modern, which is part of the original 
buildings. The cloisters are to commemorate 
some 650 Old Cheltonians who have been 
killed in the war, their names being placed 
on bronze tablets all round the sides, whilst 
the badges of the regiments and other military 
emblems are introduced in the carved orna- 
ments. The fan tracery is similar to that 
which forms the ceiling in the narthex, and 
is built of local stone. It is not proposed to 
glaze the windows, which will only have iron 
stanchions and saddle bars. The new work, 
designed by Mr. L. W. Barnard, F.R.1.B.A., 
is to be commenced immediately, and the 
foundation stone is to be laid on July 4 by 
the Duke of Connaught. 
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Secondary Schools, Kettering. 

The Secondary Schools at Kettering are built 
for boys and girls. The assembly hall, which is 
the principal feature in the illustration, occupies 
the centre of the building. Over it are the 
kitchens and dining room. The wing beyond 
is for the boys, and a corresponding wing at 
the other end of the building is for the girls. 
The end walls of the wings being necessarily 
devoid of windows had to receive special 
treatment to render them interesting. The 
doorway in the receding angle is for the use,of 
visitors. ‘Lhe doors for the pupils open on to 
their playgrounds at the back and sides. The 
accommodation includes classrooms, labora- 
tories, workshop, art room and library. The hall 
is used as the gymnasium. The materials used 
are multi-coloured bricks and Ancaster stone 
dressings, the roofs being covered with tiles. 
The architects were Messrs. Gotch & Saunders, 
of Kettéring; and the builders, Messrs. Lewin 
& Son, of the same town. 





New Tower, Ninfield Church, Sussex. 


The illustration is from the water-colour 
drawing in the Royal Academy Exhibition of the 
proposed new western tower to be added to the 
Church of Ninfield, Sussex, from the design of 
Mr. Burke Downing, F.R.I.B.A.. the diocesan 
architect. 

The tower is of a type characteristic of Sussex 
churches. It is designed to be erected in 
Weldon stone and intended to carry a peal®of 
six bells. 


Wayside Cross, Hildenborough, Kent. 

This illustration is from a working drawing 
of this cross to be erected as a memorial of the 
men of the parish of Hildenborough who have 
given their lives in the Great War. 

The site is at the angle of two roads looking 
towards the church and having an excellent 
background of trees. The cross is of early 








The Bishop's Chair: Church of The Holy Spirit, Clapham Common. 
Mr. H. P, BurKE DowninaG, F.R.I.B.A., Architect. 
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traditional type with a sculptured panel] hear; 
the representation of our * cea ae ae 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary and ¢¢. john 
The full height from the ground would in ah, , 
17 ft. The cross rises from a heavy bloc kt 
a broad base in two steps adapted in height ¢ te 
form a seat. The whole is to be erected ; 
Clipsham stone. _ 





Design for a Memorial Fountain. 


Mr. Farey has produced a simple, pleasi 
memorial which is illustrated by an excellen 
water colour at the Academy. . 


A Bishop’s Chair. 


The illustration is from a photograph ; 
R.A. Exhibition of the Bishop's ight: 
by Mr. Burke Downing, which has been placed 
in the sanctuary of the Church of the Hol 
Spirit, Clapham Common, in memory of rd 
late Bishop Andrew Hunter Dunn, of Quebec 
The work has been modelled_and carved by Mr. 
N. Hitch, of Vauxhall. vals 
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COMPETITION NEWS. 
Birmingham. 
For the Housing and Town gPlanning Council 
Designs for houses in Selly Oak-road, Bourn- 
ville. Sending-in day, June 11. Particulars 


from the Town Clerk, Birmingham. (See our 
advertisement pages, May 23.) 





. 





Bovey Tracey. 


For the War Memorial Committee. esi 
for a drinking fountain. Sending-in ‘a 
June 4, Particulars from F. Alford, Hon. Sec.. 
Bovey Tracey. (See our advertisement pages, 
May 23.) va 


Ruislip Housing Competition. 


We are informed that the negotiations 
the R.I.B.A. Competitions Oumatties “5 
the promoters of this competition have had a 
satisfactcry result, and the clauses of the 
conditions to which exception was taken have 
been amended to bring them into line with 
the R.I.B.A. regulations. The ban upon the 
competition is, therefore, withdawn. 


Beverley. 


For the War Memorial Committee. Designs 
for a war memorial. Particulars from Mr. L. 
Huntley, Public Library, Beverley. Sending-in 
day, June 16. ¥ 


Ledbury. 

For the War Memorial Committee. Designs 
and tenders for a war memorial (other than a 
cross) for erection in the High-street. Sending- 
in day, June 15. Particulars from Mr. H. W. 
Orme (Hon. Secretary), Ledbury. (See our 
advertisement pages May 16). 


——_—__—__0—>—_0—__ 


EETINGS. 


Monpay, June 2. 

Royal Institute of British Architects.—General 
(Business) Meeting to formally admit new 
members, to receive the report of the scrutineers 
appointed to direct the election of the Council, 
&e., for the year 1919-1920, and to proceed 
with the election of candidates for membership. 
8 p.m. 





TUESDAY, June 3. 

The Industrial Reconstruction Council.—Con- 
ference on “Co-Partnership in Industry,” at the 
Institute of Journalists. 6 p.m. 

The Royal Institution.—Professor W. H. 
Bragg, C.B.E., on Listening Under Water.’ 
(Second lecture.) 3 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, June 4. 

The Royal Archeological Institute (in the 
Apartments of the Society of Antiquaries. Burling 
ton House, Piccadilly, W.).—Mr. W. \\. Watts, 
F.S.A., on “ The Chalice: Its History and 
Evolution,” with lantern illustrations. 4.30 p.m. 
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A NEW WAY TO REDUCE THE COST OF BUILDING WORK.—I. 


By James F. Burrerwortn. 


Ar the conference held at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, Conduit Street, W.1., on 
May 20, to discuss the above subject, amongst 
others, and which, as a member of the public, I 
had the pleasure of attending and addressing 
those present on the fourth question put forward 
for discussion, viz., ““ How to reduce time and 
cost in construction,” the remarks I made, 
appeared to create such general interest that 
| feel an amplification of such in your widely- 
read columns may, at this critical juncture in 
the affairs of the nation, be of value to builders 
and trade unions in general. 

In these days of reconstruction, when the 
wastage of the awful times we have all so 
recently passed through must be made good, 
it is incumbent upon every individual to do 
his utmost to assist in this necessary task. 

President Wilson, in an address to his people 
alittle time ago said: “The whole nation must 
bea team, in which each man shall play the 

for which he is best fitted’ ; and we too 
jhould take these words to heart, and practise 
their teaching. From to-day onwards, our 
watchwords must be conciliation, co-operation, 
efficiency, and greater outputs; coupled with 
high wages and lower costs. I believe that 
the latter seeming paradox can be more than 
justified, if the facts I am about to put forward 
are thoroughly examined, and the methods 
advocated are put into practice, either in whole 
or in part. Architecture in most countries 
is largely determined by the relative costs of 
putting the building materials in their place, 
and history teaches us that the way to get the 
most of a commodity used is to make it 
the lowest in cost. The first thing that will 
reduce the price of brickwork is to lessen the 
cost of the motions necessary in erection. 

The age of concrete has arrived, and I would 
warn the bricklayers of this country that the 
very existence of their art or craft is threatened, 
unless they awake to what is going on else- 
where, profit by the lesson afforded, and reduce 
materially, as they can, the cost of laying 
bricks here. In this they must be assisted 
by the masters, whose duty it will be to pro- 
vide the devices and the plant necessary to 
put the new methods into practice. The men 
cannot do it alone, and there must be the 
fullest co-operation between all concerned. 

Fortunately, the way to do all this is already 
on record, and no new discoveries are necessary. 
Able pioneers have already gone over, and 
“blazed the trail.” America has drawn her 
bricklayers from every civilized nation. This 
has given her undoubted advantages, for her 
master builders have been able to observe 
and apply the best methods of every nation- 

ality, and to elaborate a system of the “ one 
best way ” to do the work, that has no parallel 
elsewhere. These methods, with all the data, 
are on record over there, and can be had for a 
price. 

In 1885, Frank B. Gilbreth, then a youth 
of 17, was already thinking in “ terms of 
motions.” He afterwards became a big engi- 
neering contractor and applied his ideas to 
the invention of devices and methods to bring 
about ‘ short cuts” in the business of con- 
struction, so saving times and costs, His 
Success in this has given him a world-wide 
Teputation, since enhanced by his writings, 


which include ‘ Field System,” ‘‘ Concrete 
System, “ Bricklaying System,” ‘‘ Motion 
Study,” &c., &e. : 

The competition of concrete had become a 


very serious problem, and Gilbreth had every 
ieentive to try to cheapen the cost of brick- 
oe in order to meet the real danger to the 
usiness he was then engaged in. He began 
‘o ask himself a lot of questions about bricklay- 
mg, such as :-— 

Why should a man who weighs on the aver- 
“ge, from the waist upwards, 100 Ibs. stoop 


down 800 to 1,000 times a day to pick up two 
bricks, and then lift 109 Ibs —his own weight, 
plus that of two bricks? He decided it was 
wrong; the bricks were in the wrong place. 
They should be 12 ins. above the rising wall, 
so that they would go into place by mere 
direction of the hand, plus their own gravity. 
The same rule applied to the position of the 
mortar boxes, they too should be kept at a 
proper height. To put these conclusions into 
practice he developed the travelling scaffold, 
with its three platforms; one for the brick- 
layer, one for the material, and one for the 
labourer supplying the materials. The correct 
height (24ins.) that the bricklayer should 
stand above his work was previously deter- 
mined, and as the job progressed, the scaffold 
was steadily lifted with its load of men and 
materials, by “jacks” fixed to the same. 
He was awarded a silver medal for this scaffold 
jn 1892. 


He had observed that when a bricklayer 
picked up a brick he always tossed it about 
in his hand. Why? It was wrong side up; 
there is a right and a wrong side to every 
brick. To save this wasted time and motion, 
he determined that all bricks should be arranged 
right side up by cheap labour, and sent to the 
bricklayer (whose time cost much more) ready 
to go into their position. They were placed 
on packets, or specially constructed boards 
with handles, which held eighteen bricks, and 
a number of these packets were piled on their 
particular platform on the scaffold. 


Bricks, as usually thrown into a single- 
wheeled barrow are frequently broken and 
chipped in the process. Sixty bricks is the 
average full load. When a two-wheeled barrow 
or truckette is used (and it can be so balanced 
that it is no-heavier to hanale than the ordinary 
type of barrow) it will carry twelve of the 
loaded packets containing 216 bricks. The 
economy in transporting, and in hoisting 
to the higher floors of a building, is 
most marked. Further, bricks when so piled, 
are free from damage due to the rough treat- 
ment of the old methods. Even these seem- 
ingly small things all helped to reduce costs. 
The fact that the materials stood at the same 
level, resulted in Gilbreth teaching his men 
the “pick and dip” method; in other words, 
they were to use both hands at once by pick- 
ing up the brick, and at the same time instinc- 
tively dipping the trowel into the mortar. A 
little practice soon made them perfect in this, 
with consequent saving of time and motion. 


Should a bricklayer be left-handed, the 
relative position of the pile of bricks to the 
mortar box was reversed, and the uprights of 
the staging arranged so as not to be in the way 
when brick and mortar were reached for at 
the same time. When handling loose bricks, 
the man must be trained to pick up two at a 
time—one in each hand. All packed bricks 
are unloaded by means of @ special iron clamp, 
which enables the men to lift and carry eight 
bricks in either hand. It must also be looked 
to that a bricklayer does not break up a whole 
brick to get a “ bat,” if any of the latter are 
lying about. If empty packets are sent to 
the yards to be filled with bricks, they can, 
after filling, be piled upon each other in the 
carts, and then be locked together by strips 
of wood run through the handles at either 
end. They are lifted in and out eighteen at a 
time, and delivered right side up for placement ; 
practically free from chips and breakages. 

Wetting bricks thoroughly, just before 
using, except in frosty weather, causes them 
to bed, and to adhere quickly to the mortar. 
Dry bricks soak up the water in the mortar 
too quickly, and unless the latter dries ‘slowly. 
the work will not set properly. Wetting also 
washes the dust off the bricks, and clean sur- 
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faces are best for mortar to adhere to. It 
must not be overlooked that the bricks used 
here are larger as a rule than those used in 
America. 


Why does a bricklayer tap a brick with his 
trowel several times after he has put in position, 
was the question Gilbreth next put to him- 
self. The reason was sought, and proved to 
be because the mortar was too stiff, and the 
brick required these blows to force it into its 
proper position. It became the duty then of 
one labourer to act as mortar temperer, and 
to see that it was sent up to the bricklayers 
in such a condition that the weight of the 
brick, plus the pressure and momentum of the 
hand, was quite sufficient to embed it in its 
proper place. Whilst on this subject, I wish 
to emphasise the fact that it has been found 
a good paying proposition to. grind up mortar 
so finely that the bricklayer can handle it 
easily, and not have to waste his highly-paid- 
for time in picking out the lumps of improperly 
ground material often left therein. 

At a later date, Gilbreth noticed that a trowel 
full of mortar only contained sufficient for the 
laying of two or three bricks. He produced his 
fountain trowel, which laid enough mortar 
for twenty-one bricks in five seconds. This 
contrivance was something like a 7 lb. biscuit 
tin. The first examples had a handle across the 
top and another at the side, near the bottom, to 
enable the contents to be poured along the top 
of the bricks already laid. It was found in 
practice that the bricklayer, having to put down 
his trowel to grasp the two handles of the 
fountain trowel, wasted time in looking for 
his trowel and sometimes it fell off the scaffold, 
entailing long delay. This difficulty was got 
over by taking off the lower handle and substi- 
tuting therefor a strip of metal which formed a 
slot, through which the trowel blade was 
inserted, and the handle of the trowel became 
the bottom handle of the fountain trowel. 
The pouring completed, the blade was with- 
drawn and the bricklayer’s trowel remained in 
his hand all the time. In this way, motions and 
times of motions were saved. The mortar re- 
quired for the fountain trowel was a special 
feature. It had to be so fluid that it would not 
stay on the blade of an ordinary trowel. It was 
used as soft as a thick soup, so that it ran into 
and filled up all the joints. It took longer to dry, 
but the result was better, as the mortar set 
gradually, as it should. 


Coincidentally with the above-mentioned new 
devices, full attention was given to all other 
departments connected with the business from 
the office downwards, and changes and altera- 
tions to meet the new conditions made in every 
direction. Observation was the order of the 
day, full data was collected, and thousands of 
photographs were taken and studied carefully 
so that improved methods could be evolved. 
No detail was unworthy of attention. The men 
were carefully taught, the time-keeping became 
an art, and the tools and materials came in for 
their full share of improvement and inspection. 
I will speak of these later, as they, too, are an 
important part of the whole scheme of scientific 
management. 


Up to the time of these studies the known and 
accepted motions in laying a brick were 
eighteen. Gilbreth reduced them to five. For 
centuries the bricklayer had been making 
thirteen useless and ill-directed motions, as he 
still continues to do in this country; but the 
time has come to wake up, and that at once, for 
energy is being wasted and unnecessary fatigue 
caused. Gilbreth by this time had become 
known as the “ lightning” contractor; people 
who had to build against time sent for him. He 
had a good staff, and his men had been in the 
habit of laying 120 bricks an hour. By the 
adoption of the methods spoken of their output 
went up to 350 bricks an hour. Incidentally, in 
1897, he invented the Gravity Concrete Mixer. 
It was a clever contrivance, and many were sold 
in England. By its use some contractors were 
able to take jobs at sixpence a yard, and it paid 
them to do so. 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES ON CURR ENTCASES 
Building Contracts. 


THE case of Nott v. the Cardiff Corporation, 

which we discussed in our issue for September 
20 last, has been carried to the House of Lords, 
and is now reported under the title Brodie v. 
Corporation of Cardiff (1919 A.C. ,337). The 
case is of considerable importance and has been 
discussed before the Society of Architects, where 
Mr. Valentine Ball, 0.B.E., read a paper upon it. 
In our former article we set out the terms of 
the contract in some detail, and it may now 
suffice to refer to them in general terms. 
It was a term of the contract that no extra 
charges in respect of extra work should be 
allowed unless they were clearly outside the 
spirit and meaning of the specification, nor unless 
they should have been ordered in writing by 
the engineer, and that all such claims should 
be made when the monthly measurements were 
taken. There was also a clause enabling the 
engineer to vary the contract, but it provided 
that the Corporation should not be liable unless 
the orders for the variations were in writing. 
Then there was a clause preventing any claim 
against the Corporation unless the variations 
and. additions had been ordered and claimed, 
asJin the contract provided, and unless the 
engineer was of opinion that they were other 
than “ original contract work.” 

There was an arbitration clause providing 
that if any difference arose either during the 
progress of the works or after the determination, 
abandonment or breach of the contract, or as 
to any matter or thing arising thereunder (with 
certain exceptions not material to the decision), 
or as to any objection by the contractor, or to 
any certificate, finding, decision, requisition, 
or opinion of the engineer, then either party 
should forthwith give to the other notice of such 
dispute, and such dispute should be referred to 
the arbitration and final decision of a single 
arbitrator to be agreed upon. If either party 
desired such dispute to be determined forthwith, 
he should give written notice to the other party, 
and the arbitrator, with the consent of the other 

arty, should proceed with the arbitration. 

ailing the consent of the other party the 
arbitrator should decide whether the dispute 
should be immediately determined or whether 
the determination should await the completion 
of the work. 
* Disputes as to questions arising out of 
directions of the engineer arose early in the 
course of the work, but the arbitration was 
held, by agreement, after the works had been 
suspended, the contractor having proceeded 
with them up to then. 

The Court of Appeal, by a majority, held 
that an order in writing was a condition prece- 
dent, and the arbitrator could not dispense with 
it. ; 
This case has really derived its importance 
from the view taken by the majority in the 
Court of Appeal, which amounted to this, that 
as a written order was made by the contract a 
condition precedent for a claim by the contractor 
for anything in the nature of extras the arbitra- 
tor could not dispense with this, and, conse- 
quently, the point could not be submitted to 
arbitration under the arbitration clause. 

The seriousness of this finding is admirably 
illustrated by Lord Atkinson in the opinion 
he delivered in the House of Lords. The 
question in dispute was whether certain things 
ordered by the engineer were or were not extras, 
but clause 13, which we have quoted above, 
provided that no claim should be set up against 
the Corporation by reason of any alleged or 
supposed variations or additions or otherwise 
howsoever, unless the same shall have been 
ordered or claimed in manner herein directed 
(that is, in writing). and should also, in the opinion 
of the engineer, be other than original contract 
work as intended by the specification. 

Now, this is one of the points the engineer 
had to decide in a quasi-judicial attitude, and 
he had decided that the matters in dispute 


were not other than original contract work, 
and there was no allegation that he had so 
decided other than under an honest conviction. 
His decision was the matter in dispute. 

That being the position of affairs, Lord 
Atkinson, in his judgment, considers what 
courses were open to the contractor: he might 
have refused to carry out the work until ah 
order in writing was given; but then, Lord 
Atkinson points out, not only would the progress 
of the work have been suspended, but under 
the contract the engineer might have employed 
another contractor, charging the extra expense 
to the contractor. Again, had he continued 
to carry on the work with other material than 
that which the engineer required, the work 
might have been demolished at the contractor’s 
expense. An arbitration might have been 
applied for, but this, if granted, would have 
delayed the works. 

The House of Lords, with one dissentient, 
held that this was a dispute to which the 
arbitration clause applied, and that the arrange- 
ment between the parties that the work should 
proceed and the arbitration be deferred until 
it was completed was a reasonable course to 
adopt, and that the engineer acting for the 
Corporation was within the limits of his 
authority in consenting to it, and that the 
award of the arbitrator when made that the 
matters claimed were extras took the place of 
the order in writing. As Lord Wrenbury put 
it: “* The arbitration clause is paramount to 
every provision of the contract other than the 
excepted matters which that clause provides 
shall be in the absolute and final discretion of 
the engineer,” and, as we have stated above, 
these excepted matters were not material to 
the dispute in this case. 

The impasse disclosed in this case by the 
decision of the majority of the Court of Appeal 
so long as that decision remained unreversed, 
has drawn attention to the necessity, where 
the engineer has to exercise quasi-judicial 
functions as between the two parties to the 
contract, of some sort of appeal from his 
decision. 

In this case the work done which the engineer, 
exercising a bona-fide judgment, had deter- 
mined not to be extra work requiring orders 
in writing, involved an expenditure to the 
contractor of some £12,000. The arbitrator 
found this sum to have been expended on 
extra work, and the House of Lords has held 
he had jurisdiction so to find. 

It seems very important in the light of this 
decision to frame the arbitration clause in 
building contracts so as to meet all the cases 
that may arise. ‘Thus, in the case of a dispute 
arising as to the refusal to certify in writing 
certain matters as extras, it may be desirable 
to arbitrate that point at once, or it may be 
preferred, as happened in this case, to defer 
the arbitration until the completion of the 
works, 

In the R.I.B.A. clause as to arbitration, 
unless by consent and except in the case of 
‘*the question of certificate,” the arbitration 
has to be deferred until the completion of the 
works, and, therefore, it may well be a matter 
for consideration whether an arbitration clause 
such as that in the case under consideration, 
which gives either party the right to obtain 
the opinion of the arbitrator whether the 
dispute shall or shall not be immediately 
determined, is not a desirable improvement 
on the clause. 

There are cases where it might be vital to 
a just determination of this question of extras 
that the matter should be determined before 
the work was covered up, but when disputes 
have once arisen agreement between the 
parties on any point may not be arrived at. 

On the other hand, this very option contained 
in the arbitration clause, to submit any question 
to arbitration immediately, operated on the 
minds of the Lords Justices who delivered the 
majority judgment in the Court of Appeal, 
in coming to the conclusion they did as to the 


powers of the arbitrator in the arbitration 
held after the completion or agreed suspension 
of the works. It is very difficult to say what 
is the ideal model form of contract, but 
careful consideration of such cases as the 
above, where the contract was by no means 
a model in form, may be of assistance, as jt 
discloses difficulties which may be avoided. 
Even when a perfect model has been devised 
it has to be adapted to the particular circum. 
stances of each contract, and interpolated 
variations may prove to have unexpected 
results. 

This difficulty has. been experienced in 
shipping documents such as charter parties 
and bills of lading, where the recognised forms 
have been adapted to particular cases, as no 
class of commercial contracts have given rise 
to more litigation than these shipping docu. 
ments. 

The ideal system is to frame a special contract 
with a view to each particular case, but model 
forms and the legal decisions given upon their 
terms are of great assistance in carrying out 
this object. 


Workmen’s Compensation. 


The decision of the House of Lords in Innes 
v. Kynoch (Weekly Notes, April 29) involves 
no new principle. A workman was engaged 
in bagging chemical manures, and developed 
blood poisoning. He had a slight scratch on 
one of his legs, and this rendered him more 
open to infection. The evidence was that the 
infection was derived from the material he 
was handling, which was full of such germs, 
and the House of Lords, reversing the Second 
Division of the Scottish Court of Session, held 
that the man’s death was due to accident by 
injury, and that the case was governed by 
Brintons v. Turvey (1905 A.C. 230), the anthrax 
case. 

It has to be remembered that the inclusion 
in the Act of certain specified industrial diseases 
does not prevent claims in respect of other 
diseases, “if the disease is a personal injury 
by accident within the meaning of the Act.” 
See Section 8, sub-section 10. 


* Contract —Non-fulfilment. 


We may shortly note the case, Hermans »v. 
Morris (Weekly Notes, March 29). 

The defendant was under contract, dated 
July 31, 1918, to sell the plaintiff a sailing ship, 
which was to be fitted with two motor engines, 
and which was to be delivered to the plaintiff 
on September 15, 1918, demurrage being 
payable for every day delivery was delayed 
after that date. The contract contained the 
clause, “‘ subject to strikes of workmen, lock- 
outs, &c., or any other cause beyond the 
vendor’s control.” 

The delivery was delayed until November 1, 
the alleged cause being the failure of the sub- 
contractors, the engine builders, to deliver the 
engines, due to their having had to give priority 
to orders from the Royal Air Force. 

The defendants raised two defences—firstly, 
they said that they were exempted from liability 
under the above clause in the contract; and, 
secondly, they pleaded Section 3 of the Courts 
(Emergency Powers) Act, 1917. 

As regards the first defence, it was contended 
that the insertion of the words, “ et cetera, 


‘ in the clause between the causes specified, viz-, 


strikes and lockouts, prevented the following 
general words, “ or any other cause beyond the 
vendor's control,” being only interpreted as 
ejusdem generis with strikes and lockouts; 
but the Court negatived this contention, and 
held that the failure of the sub-contractor to 
deliver was not a cause ejusdem generis with 
strikes and lockouts, the words, “ et cetera, 
being too vague to import any other exceptions. 
This part of the judgment appears very far- 
reaching, as the words, “ or any other one 
beyond the vendor’s control,” seem capable of 
interpretation apart from the specified causes; 
but it may be a question whether sub-con 
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tractor’s default would come within the latter 
words in any event. 

As regards the point under the Courts 
(Emergency Powers) Act, the Court found, as a 
fact, that the sub-contractor was not prevented 
from making delivery from the cause alleged— 
a compliance with Government orders ; but the 
Court intimated that had that been the case 
it would have held that the words in Section 3, 
“compliance on the part of any person,” 
would include compliance with a Government 
order by @ sub-contractor, as was held in 
Davis & Son v. South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany, noted in these columns (the Builder, 
October 25, 1918). 

This case has, since the above note was 
written, been carried to the Court of Appeal, and 
the judgment has been affirmed. 4s regards the 
clause in the contract, the simple point is this— 
in a case, Richardsons v. M. Samuel & Co. 
(1998 1 K.B. 261), it has been decided on a 
clause exactly similar to the above, with the 
exception of the words ‘‘ et cetera,” that the 
“other causes” were ejusdem generis with the 
specified causes. The clause thus having a well- 
known meaning it has been held that the 

insertion of the words “ et cetera” is too vague 
toexpand the meaning of the clause and these 
words must be treated as surplusage. 


LAW REPORTS. 


Lambeth County Court. 
Workmen’s Claim for Compensation. 

His Honour Judge Parry, at Lambeth 
County Court, on the 5th inst., gave considered 
judgment in an action which concerned the 
payment of a war bonus. William R. Wrench, 
a Camberwell carpenter, claimed £11 15s., being 
13 weeks’ war bonus on his wages, from Messrs. 
Holland & WHannen, builders, Hyde-street, 
Bloomsbury. 

At the hearing of the case, Mr. White, counsel 
for the plaintiff, stated that his client was 
engaged by the firm in England, receiving a 
12} per cent. bonus. He accepted a position in 
France as an overseer in the erection of certain 
buildings, and his weekly wages were to be five 
guineas, providing he worked 60 hours. It was 
also arranged that he should receive £2 per week 
subsistence allowance. A certain sum was to 
be deducted if the plaintiff worked less than 
0 hours, and overtime was to be paid at the 
London rates. Counsel stated that when 
plaintiff and a number of other men received 
their wages in France it was discovered that the 
war bonus had not been paid. One of the work- 
men was deputed to return to London to inter- 
view the firm, who arranged to pay a further 
ljd. an hour awarded, but refused to pay the 
bonus of 124 per cent. It was stated that 250 
other claims would be affected by the action. 

On behalf of the defendants, Mr. G. A. Scott 
argued that the award did not apply to France, 
and even if it did, plaintiff was not a plain time 
worker, and that the five guineas he received 
was a fixed sum. If it were held that he was 
4 plain time worker his rate of pay in France 
was larger than the ordinary rate and as a fact 
the difference exceeded the war bonus. It was 
Government work on which the plaintiff and his 
mates were engaged, and the Government, added 
counsel, would have to pay whatever was 








decided, 
His Honour, in his judgment, said it seemed 
most unfortunate that, if, as contended by the 
endants, the 12} per cent. was not to be 
continued in France, it was not mentioned. 
© plaintiff regarded the offer as an offer to go 
> France for 1s. 9d. an hour instead of 1s. 4d., 
a the substantial allowance of £2 and over- 
The Tate, and 12} per cent. bonus as before. 
€ real question at issue was whether a con- 
; t was made at 1s. 9d. an hour and whether 
“4 Plaintiff was a plain time worker at that 
sd Under an award of a Committee on Pro- 
ction, entitled “‘ Building Trade Operatives ” 
Fet truction of Government Buildings), dated 
apa) 7!» 1918, he held that the plaintiff was 
rte in time worker at 1s, 9d. per hour in France 
in F © Same way that he was a plain time worker 
ngland at Is. 4d. per hour. “ It is lament- 
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able,”’ added his Honour, “ that all those men 
should have been sent over to France without 
it being made clear to them that if they accepted 
the new rule they lost the 12} per cent. they 
were receiving. It is difficult from such 
materials before me to decide in fact what the 
real contract between the parties was, but in my 
view the contract in France was a similar one to 
the contract in London, with the rate per hour 
altered from Is. 4d. to 1s..9d., and that the 
incidence as to overtime and bonus remained 
the same.” 

He gave judgment for the plaintiff for £11 15s. 
with costs. 

His Honour gave defendants leave to appeal. 


Judge's Warning to Builders : 
Unstamped Estimates. 


In the Shoreditch County Court, before his 
Honour Judge Cluer, there was a case, which the 
Judge said should be taken as a warning to 
builders generally, as the practice was so preva- 
lent to try and escape their obligations on the 
part of builders. The action before the Court 
was by Messrs. Cooper & Co., of 22, Middleton- 
road, Dalston, builders, and they sued Isidore 
Hacker, of 354, Kingsland-road, N., to recover 
£10 16s. 3d. for building work done. 

Mr. L. E. Hall, appeared for the plaintiffs, 
and Mr. Stockwell for the defence. 

The plaintiff stated that he received an order 
for some building work to be carried out, and 
produced the estimate. On his Honour looking 
at it, he at once held out his hand and said : 
“* Have you £11 Os, 6d. in your pocket ?” 

Plaintiff : No, I have not. 

Judge Cluer : Then this case cannot proceed, 
as this document needs a proper stamp on it. 

Counsel asked to be allowed to look at the 
document, and Mr. Stockwell remarked that the 
penny stamp on it was in connection with the 
£5 that had been paid on account. 

Judge Cluer: Let that beasit may. These 
builder’s estimates are contracts, and need a 
6d. stamp on them. The duty is now imposed 
on the judges, and not on the officials of the 
Court, to see that these documents are properly 
stamped, and I am only carrying out the law 
therefore by asking you to pay the penalty for 
it not having been done. It is quite the usual 
thing for builders to do, not to stamp them, but 
this will have to be, and the penalty of 
£11 Os. 6d. must be paid now if the case is to 
proceed, or I will adjourn it for you to go to 
Somerset House and pay the penalty there if 
you like. 

Mr. Hall: I am not instructed to pay the 
£11 Os. 6d., and must ask for an adjournment to 
see what is best to be done under the circum- 
stances. 

Judge Cluer : Certainly make an adjournment, 
I may tell you that that is nothing unusual; in 
fact it is the usual thing for a builder’s estimate 
to come before me with no stamp on it, but they 
would be wiser if they did not try to cheat the 
Revenue to start with, as it costs them a lot 
more at the finish, besides the delay and 
annoyance. It should be taken as a warning 
generally by builders. I will adjourn this case. 








Pavement Lights. 

On the 12th inst., at Westminster County 
Court, before His Honour Judge Sir Alfred 
Tobin, K.C., a case was opened which had 
been remitted trom the High Court, and was 
of some public importance. Mr. 8. Ford, 
formerly F.S.L, A.R.I.B.A., appeared for the 
plaintiff and Mr. Scanlan for the defendants. 
The plaintiff, Mrs. Christina Campbell claimed 
damages from Messrs. Parnell & Co., of Vaux- 
hall Bridge-road, for that she did, on August 
18 last, when walking over the pavement 
lights in front of the defendants’ shop, with a 
view to entering the latter, slip and fall and 
break her leg. Mr. H. G. Todd, architect, of 
277, Regent-street, W., gave evidence to the 
effect that the glass panes of the lights in 
question were larger than usual, and there was 
a slope from the shop to the pavement. The 
case was adjourned with a view to the defen- 
dants bringing rebutting evidence, but on 
May 21, judgment was entered for the plaintiff. 
by consent, for £100 and costs. ; 





ACQUISITION OF LAND BILL. 


WE are glad to see that two points, to which 
we drew special attention ih our article of 
April 11, on the Acquisition of Land Bill, have 
received attention in the committee stage of 
the Bill. The Bill, as originally drafted, de- 
prived the parties of the right to be legally 
represented, leaving it to the official valuer 
to determine whether the appearance of counsel 
or solicitors should be permitted. It was 


_ manifestly so contrary to all the British instincts 


of fair play, as well as to all the traditions of 
English law, that a party should be hauled 
before any tribunal and yet be deprived of 
legal representation, that we are not surprised 
that in committee the Government accepted 
an amendment allowing parties to be represented 
by counsel and solicitors. The second amend- 
ment is not so satisfactory. We pointed out 
that the provision in the Bill, that if the sum 
awarded as compensation is less than the sum 
offered, the tribunal shall, without any dis- 
cretion, order the claimant to pay the costs of 
the acquiring body, was far too rigid. 

In committee this has been amended on the 
principle of “ what is sauce for the goose is to 
be sauce for the gander,” that is to say, an 
amendment has been inserted that if the sum 
offered is less than the sum awarded, then the 
acquiring body is to pay the costs of the 
claimant. In both cases, of course, this means 
the costs incurred subsequent to the offer. 

In certain statutes there are strict limita- 
tions and rules as to costs, but we think we 
are justified in asserting that experience in 
the courts has shown that an unfettered dis- 
cretion vested in the tribunal as to costs is 
the system which, in the long run, enables 
greater justice to be done. 

The Attorney-General pointed out in com- 
mittee that if a landowner felt assured that 
whatever happened he would only have to 
pay his own costs, it became a case of “ heads 
I win and tails you lose,” and we quite agree, 
but a discretion vested in the tribunal gets over 
this difficulty and enables absolute justice to 
be done. 

These hard and fast rules as to costs encourage 
a gamble as to costs. In many cases when the 
evidence has been heard the tribunal may be 
satisfied that in the then knowledge of the 
parties an offer had been made which seemed 
reasonable before the hearing, or similarly an 
offer had reasonably been refused although 
ex post facto reasons had become apparent 
why the offer should be held either excessive 
or inadequate. 

These hard and fast rules tie the hands of 
the tribunal, and justice has not only to be 
blind but impotent as well. 


—_—— — 


THE WORKMEN’S 


COMPENSATION ACT. 

We have received the following from “A 
London Builder” :— 

“As the great majority of builders are 
insured against risks under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, &c., the following would 
no doubt be sufficiently interesting for you 
to publish, and also one’ would possibly get to 
learn something as to a rebate. 

‘We are insured against risk with a large 
company, paying a premium on an estimated 
annual wages total, the difference between the 
premium on the estimated total and the actual 
total being adjusted annually. The benefit 
paid to a workman who is unfortunate enough 
to be injured, used to be an amount not ex- 
ceeding 20s. per week and this has since been 
increased to an amount not exceeding 25s. 
per week, whereas owing to the repeated 
increases in wages the amounts paid in premiums 
by policy holders have doubled, to the great 
benefit of the insurance companies. Now it 
occurs to us, looking at the matter fairly 
that either the amount payable as compensation 
should be increased up to an amount com- 
patible with the premium paid, or there should 
be a rebate off the premium to bring it down 
to equal the rate of compensation paid. 

Possibly some others of your readers may 
have opinions about this matter.” 
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THE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 


/ 


THE TRAINING OF THE FRENCH ARCHITECTURAL STUDENT AT THE 
ECOLE DES BEAUX ARTS. 


Tue following is a continuation of the paper 
read before the Society of Architects by Mr. 
Arthur Davis, F.R.1.B.A., the first part of which 
appeared in our last issue, page 515 :— 

Before leaving the question of the prepara- 
tory ateliers, I would like to point out that, 
although their members are mostly youngsters 
fresh from school, it is recognised that they are 
to become architects, in fact that they are 
already students of architecture, and, therefore, 
followers of an artistic profession, who are 
required to produce creative work, elementary 
though the subjects may be. In consequence, 
they are treated as independent thinkers, and 
are put on their honour to do a certain amount 
of work and attend the lectures in their own 
interest. The preparatory ateliers, following 
the example of the official ones, are open at all 
hours. There is no compulsion to attend at 
any specified time, nor to compete for the 
weekly “squisse,” The Patron is not per- 
manently in attendance. The pupils have 
their own organisation, which is similar to the 
one I shall describe later, which controls the 
senior institution. Our students’ time is, 
therefore, his own, to measure up buildings, 
travel, read, do outside work, and acquire any 
knowledge he may think useful apart from the 
work to be done in his atelier. Consequently, 
if he does not apply himself to the subjects 
taught,’ he will be out-classed by his more 
energetic fellow competitors, and fail at the 
entrance examination. The freedom given 
under this system has proved unmistakably 
advantageous. It often happens that parents 
anxious to put their sons into professions 
when they leave school, do not realise that the 
boys, in many cases, are quite unsuited for 
these careers. After having spent a certain 
amount of time, which varies according to the 
patience and length of purse of their parents, 
these lads find that they cannot acquire the 
elementary knowledge which will enable them 
to pass the competitions and automatically 
drop out. Only those who possess special 
ability and take their studies seriously find 
themselves eligible for the much-envied title of 
‘*“Eléve de I’Ecole des Beaux Arts.” The 
advantage of this system is the elimination of 
men whose temperament and disposition is not 
suited to a profession requiring an enormous 
amount of special knowledge and working 
capabilities. 

Now let us assume that our student has 
joined a preparatory atelier and is diligently 

working at his art. He submits his name as a 
candidate for the entrance examination, and 
armed with a drawing-board, T square, and 
other paraphernalia, in company with about 
300 of his fellows goes “en loge” for the 
twelve hour “esquisse,” and is appointed a 
place in a cubicle, where the official programme 
is handed to him. The subject given in archi- 
tectural design is usually a very simple one ; 
it may be an entrance doorway, a decorative 
wall, small monument or any similar theme. 
Often it is a detailed portion of a building, 
giving the candidate a chance of showing his 
knowledge of the classical orders of architec- 
ture. He is expected to produce an elevation, 
plan and section, either inked in or coloured with 
simple washes; he is under supervision and 
not allowed to communicate with his fellow 
students. Twelve hours is the time allowed 
for the production of his masterpiece. Meals 
are provided, and he is disqualified if found in 
possession of any documents or books. At 
the end of the specified time his drawing, 
whether finished or unfinished, must be handed 
in. It is officially stamped, and he is for the 
time being free. Later, designs are hung 


in the exhibition room open to the public, 
where he may bring his relations and friends to 
admire and criticise the result of his efforts. 
Subsequently these sketches are assessed by 
the jury and marked according to their merits. 


The maximum number of marks is 20, and any 
student who receives less than seven must retire, 
and cannot proceed with the remainder of the 
examination. The successful candidates next 
have to sit for similar competitions in drawing 
from the cast and clay modelling. The sub- 
jects are fairly simple, representing such 
motifs as an antique vase, griffon or modillion. 
As with the preceding competition the results 
are exhibited and judged, and the same process 
of elimination takes place. Any drawing or 
modelling marked under five causes its author 
to fall out. Those who successfully pass these 
three stages again go “en loge’ for a paper on 
mathematics, comprising questions on the first 
three books of geometry, simple algebra, and 
the theory of arithmetic. A special knowledge 
of elementary descriptive geometry is also 
required. This examination is followed by an 
oral on the same subject, and once more the pro- 
cess of elimination applies. Finally the student, 
having proved his knowledge of the history of 
art, completes the number of tests required. 
As I have mentioned before, this is not only an 
examination, but a competition, only those who 
have obtained the largest total of marks being 
accepted. The number varies with each half- 
yearly session, but roughly speaking about 40 
to 50 are admitted. The rejected students 
either come up for re-examination at the next 
session, or fall out altogether. The candidate 
whose total number of marks bring him among 
the winners has now become an official ‘‘ Elé-ve 
de l’Ecole des Beaux Arts.” His admittance 
is recorded, he is given a card on which is 
inscribed his name and the name of atelier he 
has decided to join, and he is then free to take 
part in the special school competitions and to 
enter into its life. 

The Ecole des Beaux Arts is essentially a 
democratic institution. The only fees to be 
paid are the atelier subscriptions, for the upkeep 
of the library and other necessities of the 
establishment. These amount approximately 
to 25 francs per month, and are collected by 
the Massier, together with a small fee which 
the student pays to the Patron. The total sum 
does not exceed 50 francs, and in some deserv- 
ing cases the Patron has released the student 
from these slight money obligations. In some 
ateliers the winning of a medal in the first class 
and a grand medal of construction, second class, 
frees the student from paying his Patron. 

The best professors of architecture and its 
allied subjects are appointed by the Govern- 
ment to criticise the work, and to help and advise 
the students. When it is remembered that such 
eminent architects as Guadet, Pascal, Laloux, 
Deglane, Ginain, and many others equally 
famous are or were patrons of the ateliers, form 
the juries and assess the designs, it is not difficult 
to realise the important place the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts holds among the educational insti- 
tutions of the country. In addition to those 
mentioned above, professors of very high 
standing, not necessarily architects, are ap- 
pointed to lecture and examine on subjects 
allied to architecture, such as archeology, 
mathematics, descriptive geometry,, stereotomy 
perspective, history of art and the theory of 
architecture. These lectures are given in the 
amphitheatres at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. 
They are delivered principally for the students, 
but many of the outside public attend. Some 
of these discourses, such as the one on the 
history and development of architecture, are 
very popular in Paris. M. Magne’s historical 
survey, beginning with the very earliest forms 
of construction and concluding in modern 
times, embraces all the important phases and 
developments of the building arts. M. Gaudet’s 
lecture on the theory of architecture has been 
published in book form, and should be care- 
fully read and digested by every beginner 
anxious to learn the rudiments and objects of 
his art. The lectures on mathematics are 
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delivered by well-known professors of the Ecol 
Centrale. In short, by obtaining the assistance 
of the most eminent men in the count 
opportunity is afforded to the young architect 
of obtaining the best available tuition and 
guidance in every branch of the profession 

Now let us return to our student. Assumin 
that he is not already a member of an official 
Beaux Arts atelier, he leaves the preparato 
studio and chooses the Patron under whom rd 
proposes to continue his studies, The popu- 
larity of the ateliers varies according to the 
number of awards and distinctions they have 
gained during previous years, but they are all 
more or less equally good. His fate is in the 
hands of such masters as Pascal, Paulin, André 
Deglane, Defrasse, and Lambert. H aving 
selected his patron, the student next pays him 
an official visit and is welcomed and intr duced 
to his comrades. He has now become a second- 
class Beaux Arts student, and is called 
* nouveau” or “ freshman.” 

Apart from the studies he will have to pursue 
he will be required to do a great deal of work 
for the benefit of the senior men. For one 
year he has no official status in the atelier, and 
together with his fellow nouveaux he must 
submit to a certain amount of drudgery, such 
as mounting the designs, cleaning drawing 
boards, running errands, etc. Here it should 
be mentioned that the Patron only comes 
occasionally to his atelier, and interferes in no 
way with its internal organisation. As was the 
case in the elementary ateliers the students are 
free to come and go at their will, the premises 
are open day and night, the last man to leave 
being responsible for locking up. The members 
of the atelier appoint a Committee to deal 
with the internal affairs of their respective 
establishments, and any infringement of the 
rules is severely punished by the students 
themselves. A Prefect, or Massier, with a 
Sous-Massier to replace him when absent, deal 
with subscriptions and internal matters of this 
kind. Another student takes charge of the 
library, while the nouveaux appoint a corporal 
to control the work of the newcomers. This 
arrangement, which is based on studio tradi- 
tions, gives excellent results. 

Although each atelier accommodates aproxi- 
mately 50 to 80 students, mostly young men of 
originality and exuberant spirits, there is com- 
paratively little disorder, the internal organisa- 
tion being governed by a spirit of good-fellowship 
and esprit de corps. Both juniors and seniors 
constantly work on each others’ designs, an 
interchange of unselfish service which plays a 
considerable part in the life of the Beaux Arts. 
This is not only accepted, but encouraged by 
the authorities. Naturally such a system is 
only possible when the work is originally com- 
peted for “ en loge.” It is recognised that 4 
student having decided upon his personal 
interpretation of a given programme, and having 
selected the general principle or “ parti” of his 
design, can only benefit by the help and advice of 
his colleagues when later he elaborates his early 
conception. Therefore, when a second class 
competition is being held, the senior man 
willingly comes down from his pedestal and 
helps his less advanced comrade whose sketch 
offers possibilities in its development. i) hen 
the time comes for the older man to send in his 
design, the junior is equally anxious to assist 


him. Hence the most competent students get 
the choice of assistants, whatever the stage to 
which they belong. As a consequence of this 


exchange of assistance the majority of finished 
designs are not the result of one mans efforts 
but of the co-operation of several. the original 
conception having been laid down in his “ 
quisse ” by the author of the scheme. It is easy 
to see how much this system benetlits all con- 
cerned. The student is not only working on his 
own subject, but is constantly giv ing or recelving 
advice from his comrades on other des12ns. 

After his reception at the school. the second- 


class student goes en loce for a com)» tition on 
analvtical architecture, demandiag # ™ore re: 
plete study of the classical orders. ' i re 
must show a fairly accurate knowledge of thes 
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nied by large detail drawings. After leaving 
the loge, where he has handed in a copy of his 
twelve-hour sketch, he is allowed two months to 

uce his finished work. This is exhibited 
and judged as before described, but no marks 
gre given once the entrance examination is 
ed. 

The rewards in both second and first classes 
consist of ordinary mentions, first mentions, first- 
second medals, and first medals. On receiving 
s mention a student moves one step forward. 
A first mention or second medal doubles this 
advance, and a first medal is worth three 
mentions. This last is the highest award 
obtainable and is very rarely given, being 
reserved for designs of surpassing merit and 
interest. 

The number of premiated designs varies 
according to the standard of the work, but rarely 
is the proportion more than one-half of the total 
exhibited; about one-tenth receive a first 
mention or second medal, and only two or three 
ofthe best designs are awarded the much- 
coveted first medal. The yearly winners of the 
Rougevin and Godeboeuf prizes are also entitled 
toa first medal. Even those who have failed to 
win distinctions realise that they have not 
entirely wasted their time, as they have gained 
knowledge and experience, and seen a large 
number of solutions of the problem which has 
been the object of their study. While the 
second-class student is working at architectural 
design he also attends lectures and is examined 
in'the following sciences :—higher mathematics, 
comprising geometry, analytical algebra, descrip- 
tive geometry, mechanics and elementary con- 
struction, together with drawing from the life, 
modelling, perspective, stereotomy, and arche- 
ology. Having successfully passed these tests 
he next takes a course of construction lasting 
one year, embracing stone, timber, and steel con- 
struction, and must give evidence of his know- 
ledge in these subjects inthe solution of an archi- 
tectural problem for a large building, in the 
design of which he must show a complete know- 
ledge of its constructional elements: Having 
succeeded in doing this work and obtaining a 
minimum of six mentions in architectural design, 
the student is promoted to the first class. There 
he is considered sufficiently advanced to deal 
only with architectural problems. He is given 
twomonths to treat subjects more important 
than any he has been asked to deal with before, 
and if he fails to obtain either a medal or a 
mentiondoes not move forward. I have collected 
4 few specimens of the students’ work for the 
various competitions, in first and second class, 
which I thought might be of interest. These 
areneither better nor worse than the average, 
and illustrate the progressive stages of his career. 
_The Beaux Arts authorities consider it essen- 
tial that every architect should know how to plan 
and\design large and small structures, to group 
several important buildings satisfactorily, to 
layout gardens and approaches, and deal with 

orative and constructional problems of every 
description which come within the range of 
architecture. Apart from the two monthly 
Competitions, both in the first and: second class, 
twelve-hour sketches are given cach month. A 

‘w mentions and medals are awarded for the 
best, and are equal to half of those obtained on 
the larger subjects. There are other competi- 
tions, such as the two Rougevin prizes, of respec - 
tively 600 and 400 francs, for which a decorative 
subject must be completed in one week, and the 
rodeboeuf competition, worth 740 francs, con- 
fisting of « constructional problem. These also 
carry with them rewards in the shape of medals 
and mentions. Other money prizes are open 
only to French students ; these are the Prix des 

tericains. worth 1,470 francs, a legacy given 


by the old American architects in gratitude 
nd the hospitality they received when 
students; the Prix Achille Leclerc, of 1,000 


. and the Labarre and Chenavard prizes, 
The Sena ‘egacies given by deceased artists. 
who | renavard prize is reserved for students 
«? have obtained all the “ mentions” or 
values ” required to_be eligible for the diploma 


a ninstion, or who have been “ logists”’ for 
e Prix de Rome. 








Those who have been successful in passing the 
various stages and have obtained ten values in 
the first class, are the only ones who may enter 
for their Diploma examination, which entitles the 
successful candidate to style himself “ Archi- 
tecte Diplome par le Gouvernement Frangais.”’ 
The Diplome is obtained after the student has 
left school, and may be entered for at any time, 
even though he may have exceeded the age 
limit, always providing that he has acquired the 
number of awards of which I have already 
spoken. It will be seen that, owing to the very 
difficult and numerous competitions to be passed, 
the large field of subjects of which an intimate 
knowledge is required, and the length of time 
necessary for the work demanded, a great many 
students fall out before they have completed the 
Beaux Arts curriculum. These men either go 
into practice, betome assistants, or abandon 
architecture altogether. The successful ones, 
who have obtained all their values both in 
second and first class, together with Government 
Diploma, eventually become the leading archi- 
tects. This does not necessarily mean that these 
men are heaven-born geniuses or even very 
gifted artists, but it is generally recognised in 
France that every architect who has obtained 
this much-sought-for Diploma is competent to 
design and carry out any large building in a 
satisfactory manner. ‘ To obtain this distinction 
a complete scheme must be produced on a large 
scale (the subject of which each architect may 
select for himself), giving a series of figured 
drawings of the chosen building, comprising 
plans, elevations and ‘sections, together with 
numerous details of its exterior and interior 
decoration, construction and _ surroundings. 
This design may represent either an imaginary 


conception or an executed work. The candidate 


must also pass an examination in building 
legislation, and show that he is competent to 
draft a specification and contract, also give 
evidence that he has either put up buildings 
himself or worked for a certain time for a prac- 
tising architect. It may be asked how this 
practical experience is to be obtained—it being 
assumed that the whole of his time has been 
occupied with his school studies. This brings 
me to a factor which is considered of the greatest 
importance in the general policy adopted in 
French architectural training. 

It is recognised that while the student i8 
learning the theoretical part of his art he should 
be given leisure to work outside for practising 
architects, so that he may acquire the practical 
knowledge and technical ability which he will 
need later in dealing with administrative bodies, 
private clients, contractors, and workmen. It 
will be seen that as there is no compulsion for 
him to attend the lectures or to study at any 
specified hours, he is free to work not only for 
himself and his fellow students, but to devote 
many useful hours to study, travel or the 
acquisition of practical and technical know- 


- ledge. This arrangement has also the advan- 


tage of enabling students whose financial 
means are limited to earn sufficient to be 
independent of monetary assistance, or at least 
to help to maintain themselves while pursuing 
their studies. The Beaux Arts men are very 
much in demand at times when public com- 
petitions are held, and when practising 
architects prepare the elaborate and effective 
drawings which are a feature of all French 
architectural presentation. The students are 
paid according to their ability, and to their 
status in the first or second class. The fee per 
hour varies from two to three francs for the 
first-class men, and from 1.50 francs to 2 francs 
for the second-class men. It will be seen that 
this system is equally advantageous to prac- 
tising architect and student. In every impor- 
tant office in Paris a floating population of 
Beaux Arts students appear in great numbers 
when public competitions are held. They 
work for a certain number of hours and return 
to their atelier when the designs are completed, 
having acquired wider practical knowledge 
together with a substantial financial remunera- 
tion. 

This system has the further advantage of 
enabling the capable architect whose reputation 
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is established to obtain more easily the help of 
advanced students than one who is considered 
inefficient or uninteresting. It also enables 
him to become acquainted with the rising 
generation, and many of the younger men owe 
the origin of their success to the fact that they 
have worked in the past for their seniors 
who have recognised their abilities and have 
given them wider opportunities in later years. 
The student may take his own time to com- 
plete his training at the Beaux Arts, but if he 
has not achieved this result at the age of thirty 
he must retire. The regulations demand a 
minimum of two designs a year, those failing to 
comply with this minimum being automatically 
expelled. 

Naturally the men whose means are adequate 
prefer to enter for all the school competitions 
in succession, and complete their studies at 
the earliest possible moment, but many only 
finish a limited number of “ projets” each 
year, and devote the remainder of their time 
to earning a livelihood. The authorities wisely 
encourage the student to travel and study 
famous buildings abroad, but in so doing he is 
not handicapped or placed at a disadvantage 
in resuming work. By leaving. out one or 
several of the two-monthly designs he is in no 
way penalised, and can make up for lost time 
later. 

In 1906, it was suggested that a great many 
prospective students dwelling in the large pro- 
vincial towns might benefit by following the 
Beaux Arts course without being obliged to live 
in Paris. Local art schools were created in 
some of the important educational centres, 
such as Lille, Lyon, Bordeaux, Marseille and 
Rouen. When the professor of theory sets 
the programmes for the Paris competitions, 
sealed copies are sent to these local schools, 
where the students carry out their work in 
exactly the same way as their Parisian com- 
rades, their designs being sent to headquarters 
to be judged with those of the central institu- 
tion. The allied subjects already mentioned, 
namely mathematics, drawing, Xc., are also 
taught locally. This arrangement enables a 
great many talented provincial students to 
study architecture away from the capital. 
Another innovation of recent times has been 
the admittance of women students to the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts. At first they were not numer- 
ous, but later their numbers have increased. A 
large percentage of these ladies are Americans. 
They have produced work of some interest, 
but so far have shown no conspicuous ability. 
There is no reason, however, to assume that 
they will not in time develop into very com- 
petent architects. 


(To be continued.) 
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Berkeley Square Estate. 


Sir Marcus Samuel has purchased the Berke- 
ley-square estate from Lord Berkeley. The 
estate comprises about 20 acres in the heart 
of Mayfair. It is understood that the present 
character of the estate is to be maintained, 
and Messrs. Wm. Grogan & Boyd have been 
retained as Managers. 


Industry and Higher Education. 

A meeting was held on May 20 between 
representatives of universities and colleges 
and the Federation of British Industries to 
consider the setting up of an organisation to 
act as a clearing house between universities 
and the industries of the country. 

Sir R. Vassar Smith, Bart., who presided, 
said that it was desired to make some arrange- 
ments by which young men leaving the univer- 
sities would have the opportunity of passing 
into productive work which would give full 
scope to their abilities and education. There 
was a need in industry for a supply of the best 
intelligences of the country. 

The meeting was attended by representatives 
of a large number of universities, and it was 
decided to hold a further meeting to consider 
practical points of setting up a scheme at an 
early date. 


| 
| 
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING NOTES. 
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Housing Bill for Ireland. 


In moving the second reading of the Housing 
of the Working Classes (Ireland) Bill, Mr. 
Macpherson said that housing conditions 
in Ireland were entirely different from those 
in this country. In the past the problem 
in Ireland was largely a rural problem ;_ three- 
quarters of the houses in Ireland were rural 
houses, and within a comparatively short time 
50,000 of these had been built. ‘To-day the 
problem as it affected the cities had to be 
faced. It was recently computed that 50,000 
houses were required in Ireland, and that 
almost as many more should be restored. In 
the English and Scottish Bills the financial 
proposals were based upon the rates current 
in the large industrial centres, but, apart 
from Belfast, there were no such centres in 
Ireland. There were only ' » urban areas 
in Ireland where the re+ .. value was over 
£200,000. He had e .ged that, where the 
rateable value w ess than £200,000, the 
local authority cous. borrow money for housing 
schemes from the Treasury, and under this 
arrangement only Belfast and Dublin v Jd 
have to get their loans in the open market. 
He did not think Belfast would have any 
difficulty in securing a loan in this way. In 
Dublin the housing conditions were very bad, 
and he had been told that 340 out of every 
1,000 of the population lived in one-roomed 
tenement houses, and he believed that the 
rate for housing was 6d. in the pound. If 
Dublin could not raise the necessary loan in 
the open market, he would try to induce the 
Treasury to lend the money. The Special 
Committee of the Convention which considered 
the question recommended that the Govern- 
ment should bear 50 per cent. of the loan 
charges, but the Government was prepared 
to pay 50 per cent. of the management, upkeep, 
and other expenses, in addition to this. The 
first clause of the Bill made it compulsory for 
every local authority to submit a scheme to 
the L.G.B. within three months. The L.G.B. 
could, by Clause 3, act in default of any local 
authority which refused to exercise its powers. 
Under Clause 6, notice could be given to 
obtain possession of land, and occupation 
could take place within a fortnight. He 
proposed to include the same clauses as were 
contained in the English and Scottish Bills for 
dealing with slum property, and to take 
enlarged powers to assist public utility societies 
in connection with housing schemes. By 
Clause 16 it was proposed to substitute £500 
for £400, as the limit on the market value of 
houses in respect of which advances might be 
made. If it were desired that the limit should 
be raised to £800, he wouli endeavour to 
attain that object. He wished to get the 
Bill through as quickly as possible. 

Sir Edward Carson hoped that the sites 
would not be selected for their cheapness and 
ugliness, and that the inspectors would take 
care that the houses were built in healthy 
places. They could not expect good health 
if they had bad and insanitary houses, and 
the houses should not be “ jerry-built.” He 
asked the Government to consider whether it 
was worth while to encourage employers to 
build houses. He suggested that public utility 
societies might be formed by the employers, 
or by the employers and men jointly. He 
adversely criticised the financial part of the 
Bill, and thought that the Government should 
not confine advances to areas of less than 
£200,000 rateable value. 

Mr. Devlin agreed that every facility should 
be given to the occupants of houses to buy, 
and thought that great attention should be 
paid to the character of the houses. 

Major O’Neill expressed the opinion that 
bad housing largely accounted for the drink 
evil and Bolshevism, and said that a scheme 
which did not make provision for small towns 
with populations of from 500 to 1,000 could 
not be completely satisfactory. It was un- 
desirable that housing schemes should be 
regarded as projects which could not in any 


circumstances be self-supporting. A  satis- 
factory state could not be reached as long as 
the schemes depended upon Government doles. 

Capt. W. A. Redmond urged that the Bill 
should be made retrospective as from the 
beginning of the war, in order to meet the case 
of the local authorities who had made pro- 
vision for the housing of the working classes 
during the war. Representation had been 
made by the Irish Institute of Architects 
that, in the past, some schemes had not been 
under the supervision of proper architects, 
and he asked that provision should be made 
for proper architects. He thought that Irish 
architects should be brought in to secure 
proper sanitation and healthy dwelling houses. 

In replying to the debate, Mr. Samuels 
assured them that the matters referred to had 
already been attended to. The finance would 
be more fully explained in a White Paper 
which was ‘to be circulated when the financial 
questions ere to be discussed. He could not 
accept the view that the terms for Ireland 
were not so good as those for England and 
Scotland. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


London Cour.’v Council. 


At a meeting of the L.C.C., on May 13, a 
long discussion took place on the report of the 
Committee on Housing, in which members 
insisted upon the necessity for the declaration 


~of a definite policy, and upon plans being 


entered into at once. Mr. Bernard Holland 
(Chairman of the Committee) said that in a 
very short time he hoped to present to the 
Council a really large scheme of action in this 
matter. He would not then give an estimate of 
expenditure. 


Housing and the Transport Question. 


In replying to a deputation on the London 
traffic problem, Dr. Addison, President of the 
Local Government Board, said that he was 
certain the position had not been exaggerated. 
Some of the provisions of the Housing Bill had 
been extended to deal with unsatisfactory 
houses in existing districts; the housing 
problem had to be dealt with as quickly as 
possible, and they had to make use of existing 
houses, properly equipped, in the centres of 
population. In the case of London, he would 
not be justified in passing a Bill-which did not 
give effective powers over houses of this kind, 
because they expected that in the immediate 
future a system of transport would be developed 
which would enable.the people to be housed out 
in the green fields. Owing to the inadequate 
transport facilities, it was quite evident that no 
housing scheme would be sufficient which relied 
on transporting people to new houses in the 
country. This was the direct cause of a large 
number of people having to live in the crowded 
centres who would be better outside, if they 
could get there. 


New Zealand. 

A town planning conference has recom- 
mended the Government to recognise the 
housing shortage as a pressing national ques- 
tion, and to allocate £1,000,000 for subsidising 
local bodies to the extent of one-third of the 
cost of approved building schemes. It has 
also suggested that the Government should build 
a garden city. 


The King on Better Housing. 


During their visit to Birmingham, the King 
and Queen visited the model estate at Bourn- 
ville. In a speech delivered at the Town Hall, 
His Majesty said he was keenly interested in the 
housing question. The condemnation of insani- 
tary houses was an important aspect of the 
housing problem, but the need at present was 
for more and more houses, He hoped that the 
plans would aim at securing bright and healthy 
homes, and also provide ample facilities for 

laygrounds. Open spaces provided air space 
the city and beautified it and made for the 
happiness and health of the children. 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The Housing Committee of the Corporation 
has appointed Mr. R. G. Roberts, of the City 
Architect’s Department, Sheffield, architect in 
connection with the projected housing scheme 
on the Walker estate, at a salary of £500 per 
annum. 


Gainsborough. 
The Housing Committee is negotiating with 
Sir Hicknian Bacon for a site, near Thonock 


Park, for a garden city. The site has an area 
of over 27 acres. 


Hyde. 

The Women’s Housing Advisory Council of 
the Hyde Housing and Town Planning (om. 
mittee has submitted to the Committee a list of 
its views as to the kind of houses that should be 
provided, which has been submitted to the 
architect for his consideration. The recom. 
mendations are chiefly concerned with interior 
arrangements, and the chief points are as 
follows :—Dustless, rounded corners ; new com- 
posite flooring ; good lighting ; wide stairways; 
variety of design ; plain fittings, and simplicity 
of workmanship ; houses to be semi-detached, 
and not more than four in a group ; living-room 
to have first consideration as regards aspect; 
the provision of a parlour and well-lighted 
larder ; bath to be upstairs ; the installation of 
electric lighting and heating; glazed bricks to 
be used for steps, window-cills, &c. ; covered 
storage for one ton of coal; space under stairs 
for bicycles, prams, &c. ; pulleys for drying and 
airing in living-room ; and all houses to be self- 
contained. 


WEEKLY HOUSING RETURN. 


The weekly housing return issued by the 
Local Government Board states :— 

The housing schemes submitted to the Local 
Government Board during the week ended 
May 17th were more numerous than in any 
previous week. They numbered 199, of 
which 196 are promoted by local authorities 
and three by public utility societies. In 164 
schemes the ‘area is definitely stated, and 
amounts to 1,784 acres, which, at an average 
of 10 houses to the acre, would give room for 
17,800 houses. The total number of schemes 
submitted “to the Board is now 1,461, repre- 
senting an area of 22,000 acres. 

Among the new schemes are one from 
Hammersmith with a proposed building site 
of 70 acres, and one from Wandsworth with 
a site of 32 acres. The latter site has already 
been approved. These boroughs, apart from 
St. Pancras and Lewisham, both of which have 
promoted small schemes, lead the way among 
the Metropolitan boroughs in taking action 
under the Government’s housing proposals. 

Progress in the building of houses is reported 
from several districts in addition to those 
announced last week. Sheffield, after six 
weeks’ work on road and drain laying, decided, 
on May 14, to begin building at once. Glyn- 
corrwg Urban District is beginning the com- 
pletion of 14 houses, the foundations of which 
have been laid for some time. The Wells 
next-the-Sea Urban District has eight houses 
under construction. Three public utility 
societies are engaged in building operations— 
Messrs. Crittall’s Public Utility Society, at 
Braintree, with a scheme for 80 houses; the 
Swanpool Garden Village, Lincoln, 26 houses ; 


and Messrs. Dorman, Long & Co.’s Society. at 
Redcar, 12 houses. Among privately-pro- 
moted housing schemes in process of building 
are 200 houses for the Moira Colliery ©0., an 
43 houses in the Manchester district. 

During the week a circular letter has been 
sent on behalf of the President of the Board 
to all local authorities whose schemes have 
been finally approved, urging them to begin 
building as soon as possible with a view (1) @ 
meeting the pressing need for new houses 

unt 0 


(2) to absorbing the considerable amo 
building labour at present unemployed ;! an 
(3) to taking advantage of the good building 


weather which may be expected during be 
next five or six months. The circular pol 
10use plans 


out that, although final details of ! 
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may not. have been arranged, it may~ never- 
theless be possible in the case of approved 
sites to begin work such as road making, sewer 
laying and even the fuller development of 
portions of sites which abut upon highways. 
The Board will be glad to expedite approval of 
proposais for work of this nature from local 
authorities. 

Details of the local authorities’ schemes 
submitted to, and approved by, the Board 
during the week are as follows :— 


Building Sites. : 
Bumpinae Srres:} S.hemes Submitted.— 
Seventy-one local authorities submitted 196 
site schemes, in 162 of which the acreage is 
stated, and amounts to 1,744 acres, of which 
1436 are in urban and 308 in rural areas. 
The 196 schemes were as follows :— 
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URBAN. ACRES. 
Consett a ia .. 202.00 
Darlington C.B.(4 sites) .. 178.00 
Barking Town (4sites) .. 168.52 
Winchester C:B. .. -- 100.00 
West Hartlepool C.B. (2 

sites) =e es .- 88.00 
Hammersmith M.B. on Woe 
Lewes B. -- 50.00 


Black poel C.B. (3 sites) .. 49.00 
Rawmarsh .. s 44.16 


Wednesbury B. ... od ee ae 
Wandsworth M.B... 2. B2.2D 
Stocksbridge Ss .. 30.86 
Kidsgrove .. wd -- 30.00 
Market Harborough .-- 29.21 
Chorley B. (3 sites) .. 27.88 
Malvern (6 sites) .. --.. 25.78 
Kearsley .. :- ~- 24,15 
Irthlingborough .. ve ae 0 
Swinton and Pendlebury 

(2 sites) .. Sy -. 23.72 
Bolton C.B. sea :. 48,39 
Birmingham C.B. .. -- 16.50 
East Grinstead :. -- 15.50 
Tunbridge Wells B. (2 sites) 13.46 


Old Fletton (3 sites) jo eee 





Ramsey (6 sites) 12.23 
Melksham 12.00 
Aspatria 10.13 
1,345.49 
Orrell (4 sites), 8.50; Braintree, 8.25; 
Bicester, 8.00; Bishops Stortford, 7.34; 
Bilston, 6.40; Worthing B., 6.25; Little- 


hampton, 6.11; Tenterden B. (5 sites), 4.88 ; 
Taunton B., 4.50; Epping, 4.25; Whittington 
and Newbold, 3.86; Godmanchester B. (5 
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sites), 3.80; Heath Town, 3.02; Wilton B., 
3.00; Stanley, 2.75; Knottingley, 2.67; 
Romsey B., 2.35; Maldon B.. 2.00; Guis- 
borough, 1.75; Eccles B., 0.57 ; Richmond B., 
0.59; Ardsley (2 sites), Paignton (2 sites), 
East Cowes (1 site), Southwick (1 site), 


Stamford B. (1 site), Rhyl (1 site) Burley- 


in-Wharfedale (1-site) ; 90.75 acres. 


Total 1,436.24 acres. 

RuRAt. ACRES. 
Shardlow .. - . 141.00 
Chelmsford (21 sites) 68. 82 
Buckingham (8 sites) .: 22.36 
Chipping Norton (3 sites) 16.00 
Malling (12 sites) .. see 
Alresford (17 sites) o, woe 


_ 273.56 
Orsett, 8.00 ; 

Billericay (4 
Belvoir (5 sites), 3.53; Thake- 





Lanchester (2 sites), 9.25; 
Mitford and Launditch, 6.50; 
sites), 4.01; 


ham, 1.44; Conway, 1.00; Llandaff and 
Dinas Powis, 0.82; Tenterden (24 sites) ; 
Cosford (1 site); 90.75 acres. ' 


Total 305.11 acres. 

Schemes Approved.—The site schemes ap- 

proved numbered 11, bringing the total 

approved to 444, representing 7,256 acres. 
The 11 schemes were as follows :— 


URBAN. ‘! AcREs. 
Manchester C.B. .. «- 49.26 
Wandsworth M.B... é. 43.8 
Torquay B. es .- 28.00 
Rushden .. an soe SO 
Beverley B. bs +: or 
Baildon Ns . .. 10,00 


152.25 

Bracebridge, 9.45; Hythe B., 3.90; Paign- 
ton, 3.32; Royston, 2.22; Bentley-with- 
Arksey, 0.30; 19,19 acres. 

Total 171,44 acres. 

Lay-Outs: S hemes Submitted.—Nine local 
authorities submitted 14 lay-out schemes, 
bringing the total number of such schemes to 
235. The 14 schemes were as follows :— 


URBAN. RURAL. 
Barking Town Seaham Harbour 
Bilston Belvoir (6 sites) 
Huthwaite Llandaff and Dinas 
Richmond B. Powis 
Rotherham C.B. Sunderland 


Schemes Approved.—The following three 
lay-out schemes were approved, bringing the 
total approved to 95 :— 
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URBAN. 
Chester C.B. Rushden. 


Hovuss Puans: Schemes Submitted.—Five 
local authorities submitted schemes, repre- 
senting 772 houses. The total number of house- 
plan schemes submitted is 159, representing 
11,616 houses. The five new schemes were as 


Ealing B. 


follows :— 

URBAN. No. or Hovsszs. 
Barking Town .. *% .. 498 
Southampton C.B. $a -. 233 
Huthwaite Sav oe fs 22 
Richmond. . 7 ap a 7 

Total... = ns iv 
RURAL. No. or Hovsgs. 
Llandaff and Dinas Powis a 12 


S:hemes A pproved.—One scheme representing 
207 houses, ~*amoted by Bolton-on-Dearne 
Urban Distrix “s_.approved.. The total 
number of schemes &, »yed is 79, representing 
3,672 houses. 


Wrotham (Kent) Urban District Housing Scheme. 


*vugh technically an Urban District, 
Wrotham is actually rura!, and the housing 
scheme is therefore planned on rural lines, eight 
cottages to the acre. The site has _ been 
approved, the lay-out has been discussed with the 
Housing Commissioner, and no modifications 
are likely to be required. ‘The steep slopes of 
the site lead to the adoption of the crescent- 
shaped green shown, in order to follow the 
contour lines as far as possible. The gardens are 
~deliberately arranged of differing sizes, and 
those with small gardens are for the use of the 
cottages with small accommodation. ‘Two of 
the cottages are to have only two bedrooms and 
no parlour (for old couples); two have no 
parlours and three bedrooms; and all the rest 
have the usual three bedrooms and parlour and 
living-room, except the separate pair, which 
have four bedrooms, living-room and parlour. 
The sketch does not show the design for the cot- 
tages, but their general grouping round the 
green only. The architect is Mr. W. K. 
McDermott, A.R.I.B.A., of Church-road, Hove, 
and Borough Green; Kent. 

The Malling R.D.C. 


have selected Mr. 


McDermott to carry out their housing scheme 
of between 200 and 500 cottages, and the 
Wrotham U.D.C. are proposing a further small 
_ 8cheme in another part of their area. 











SKETCH VIEW OF 
PROPOSED HOUSING SCHEME 





PWROTHAM: U: ID:-C: 




































t 


542 R 


POINTS IN HOUSING FROM 
PREMIATED PLANS. 


We have received the following from a 
correspondent who signs himself ** Conwyn ”’ :— 

“* For some weeks past the general public has 
been invited to consider schemes and models of 
houses to be erected for the workers of the 
community. Several competitions have been 
promulgated already, the premiated designs 
being illustrated in the weekly technical journals, 
and several other schemes have been laid before 
the State housing authorities for approval. 

“ Would it not be wise to pause awhile and 
reflect on the schemes available for study and 
within the reach of all who are sufficiently 
interested to study them to ascertain what sort 
of house it is proposed to erect? Now, one of 
the most important, if not the most important, 
feature in domestic life, is that in our homes 
we should find comfort, and, added to comfort, 
that convenience which makes for comfort. 
Further, it is unfortunately a truth that cleanli- 
ness is not found to be a salient feature in the 
habits of the mass of workers for whom these 
houses are intended, and rather than increase 
the difficulty of house-cleaning, the facilities 
for cleanliness should be increased and the good 
habit encouraged. Let us, bearing this in mind, 
examine critically such schemes as have been 
available, and tabulate the results of our 
criticism. 

«There are some designers who seem to 
have acquired the ‘ knack’ of destroying the 
comfort of an otherwise well-arranged room by 
placing the doorway in such a position that the 
fireplace is rendered useless, except as a space 
in which to open the door. It would seem that 
such persons never sat round a homely firé 
and enjoyed it themselves. But they might 
remember that the majority of people find 
therein great pleasure. Sometimes, in the 
strenuous endeavour to ‘ gather the flues,’ it 
happens that the fireplaces in the bedrooms on 
the upper floors are cramped into a corner, one 
side of the chimney-breast losing itself in the 
partition, and the fireplace, by this arrangement, 
being rendered useless as an accessory to com- 
fort; whereas, had the designer put his fire- 
place at an angle of 45 deg. with the sides of the 
room—as is so often done when quite unneces- 
sary—a reasonable degree of comfort could be 
enjoyed by anyone who is confined to the bed- 
room. It really causes one to wonder if any of 
the people who make these mistakes have ever 
had to spend any time in one room, owing to 
the non-enjoyment of continued good health. 

“ One aid to comfort—and comfort at home 
means much more than is usually ascribed to 
it—is cleanliness and good household manage- 
ment and habits of tidiness. People cannot be 
made to be clean by legislation, but much can 
be done, and should be done, to encourage those 
who are dirty in their habits and houses to 
‘turn over a new leaf’ and try to live cleanly. 
Such things as portable coppers and gas stoves 
are frequently placed tight into a corner, with 
no hope of a broom ever having the least oppor- 
tunity of getting behind them to clean away 
the dirt and filth that there accumulate. Such 
things as entrance lobbies so ridiculously small 
that there is not even room to hang a coat or 
hat, or place an umbrella, and as for the mother 
who has a pram—well, many designers have 
the impression that if the space under the stairs 
is labelled with the magic words ‘pram or 
cycles’ the whole difficulty is overcome. So it 
would be if the space were large enough, but in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it is not! 
Further, a simple and rectangular room is much 
more easily cleaned than ‘one that has a multi- 
plicity of projections and recesses,and the cutting 
off of all right angles destroys at once the 
simplicity, dignity, proportion and repose. 

‘“‘ The idea of * built-in’ seats is often pushed 
to excess, and is not necessary. It may be 
excused in a large, roomy bay-window, but 
otherwise the occupants would like, perhaps, to 
furnish and arrange the furniture to suit their 
own tastes and ideas. With regard to bay 


windows, why will designers, for the secondary 
matter of external*effect, decentralise the* bay 
window from a room ? 





THE BUILDER Katy 





‘“* Another obstacle to cleanliness is noticeable 
in the position, in some cases, of the coal store, 
which is placed in an internal position, thereby 
making it necessary to carry coals across one or 
other of the rooms. In many instances, and 
more especially in the one-living-room cottage, 
one finds the bathroom and the larder opening 
off that room, which one may venture to suggest 
is hardly compatible with cleanliness and com- 
fort. Especially in the one-living-room type of 
house, in fact, in all types of cottage houses, 
a large, well-lighted scullery is essential, and 
not merely a lobby between the kitchen and 
garden, with a sink that looks as though it has 
sidled in and feels conscious that its room is 
preferred to its company. 

“With regard to cupboards, at least one in 
every bedroom should be built in; this obviates 
the necessity of a wardrobe, and is more satis- 
factory, as it is carried up to the ceiling level, 
and thus does away with any top for dust 
collecting. Size of bathrooms must not: be 
sacrificed to linen cupboards, which should 
contain the hot-water cistern and be as near 
to the bath as possible. Water-closets should 
always be indoors, and, where there is only one, 
it should be upstairs. Outside w.cg. are never 
kept clean. 

“ Unless it is intended to carry up the stairs 
to the space in roof, and thus make proper use 
of it as a place for storage, it would save much 
in cubical extent if the eaves were kept lower. 
A minimum of 5 ft. 6in. must be maintained, 
however. 

“ Finally, it should be realised—and, unfor- 
tunately, many do not—that to sacrifice the 
essential conveniences of a plan for the sake of 
an ‘ artistic’ elevation is absolutely wrong, 
fostering a false conception of the whole art of 
domestic architecture.” 


— > —_—_ 


ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 


Mr. Henry ‘tt. Hare presided over the 
69th Annual General Meeting of the Society 
on May 14. 

The report for the year 1918 states that the 
funds administered by the Society in con- 
nection with the Civic Survey schemes 
amounted to £12,300 at the end of the year. 
The funds at the disposal of the Architects’ 
War Committee have enabled the payments 





’ for subsidised employment and other forms of 


assistance to be continued, and the amount 
thus distributed since the formation of the 
Committee was over £3,500. The resources of 
the Society have enabled assistance to be 
afforded in all cases which were considered 
deserving. It is hoped that subscriptions 
which have been temporarily suspended during 
the war will now be renewed, and that further 
names may be added to the list. Towards the 
end of the year, Mr. Thomas Dinwiddy, 
F.R.LB.A., presented the Society with £1,000 
Five per cent. National War Stock, the interest 
on which is to be devoted to an annuity, or 
annuities.* 

In moving the adoption of the report, Mr. 
Hare said the duties of the President had been 
very onerous during the past session, and as 
he had been unable to attend the meetings of 
the Society as he should have done, he felt a 
little guilty in occupying the chair. He 
thought it must be a source of satisfaction to 
everyone connected with the Society that the 
funds were in as prosperous a condition as they 
were. It was a matter for congratulation that 
the Society had felt the effects of the war on 
its subscriptions as little as it had done. It 
has frequently been said that architects have 
been mere severely hit than any other body 


of men, but he hoped that they were now’ 
and ‘that ‘things would 


through the crisis 
improve. If they could only once get moying 
again, the Society would feel the .benefit during 


the coming yéar. 
Mr. Henry, Lovegroye,*who seconded, said 
it seemed to him ‘that architects had still to 


look’ forward ‘t6 a~long period -of ~depression,* 


and that they had survived it as they had 
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and were not all beggars, was very much te 
their credit. 

The report was adopted. 

The senior members of the Council retired 
by rotation, and the following were elected te 
fill the vacancies:—Mr. T. E. Colicutt, Mr. 
F. J. Bannister, Mr. F. Fletcher, Mr. Campbell 
Jones, Mr. E. C. P. Monson, and Mr. Herbert 
Shepherd. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the Chairman, 
the Hon. Secretary (Sir Charles A. Nicholson, 
Bart.), and the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. W. Hilton 
Nash), who were re-elected for the present 
year. Mr. W. Henry White and Mr. ©. . 
Brodie were elected Hon. Auditors. 


_ 
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CO-OPERATIVE OFFICES FOR 
_ ARCHITECTS 


Tue following suggestions have been issuer 
by the Architects’ Demobilisation Committee 
of the Society of Architects for the organisation 
of co-operative offices for architects. It is 
suggested that the position of architects 
working in co-operation would be much more 
secure than if working individually in a small 
way, when, in a bad year, it might be found 
that expenses had barely been covered. It is 
pointed out that one of the greatest difliculties 
of an architect starting in practice in a small 
way is that he is often compelled to spend 
time on routine work, which might be obviated 
by the co-operative employment of junior and 
clerical assistants to do minor tasks. 

The suggestions are :— 

(1) Practising architects to offer accom- 
modation in their offices to other architects 
for payment, such payment to include rent, 
rates, heating, lighting, cleaning, telephone, 
and similar services. 

(2) Practising architects to offer accom- 
modation in their offices to other architects 
in exchange for part-time services, the other 
architects to be at liberty to carry on a 
private practice. 

(3) Practising architects to offer office 
accommodation and a salary to other archi- 
tects in exchange for part-time services. 

(4) Association with practising 2rchitects 
for a fixed period, subject to netice on either 
side, or for specific work on such conditions 
as may be arranged. 

The terms might be arranged as follows :— 

(a) An agreed share of the net earnings 
on a basis of percentages for the senior and 
his associates. 

(b) A preferential share, say, one-half, 
of the net profit to be paid to each partner 
on the work he introduces, the balance to 
be divided equally amongst all the partners 
in the firm, including the partner introducing 
the particular work. 

The net earnings are defined as the gross 
earnings less the proportion of office expenses 
allocated to each particular job. 

A co-operative office organised on these 
lines: might develop into a system whereby 
every calling connected with the design and 
construction of buildings, particularly those 
of a large and complicated character, would be 


represented. 
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Workshop Heating. 

Prof. Leonard Hill, M.B., F.R.S., in a speech 
at a recent conference of the British Commercial 
Gas Association, at Bristol, described what he 
called his ideal scheme for heating and venti 
lating factories. He siiggested placing separately 


controlled small multiple-heating units round 
the walls, or suspending them from the outing 
~ at such a height that no one would b« ae 
from the rays unless he cared to scree! himself. 
At the same time, abundant cool air could 
circulated through the room by wmilets Eo 
round the walls and outlets in the ceiling, wit) 
fans driving in and pulling out,* capable - 
hot weather of being reversed, so that all coul 
drive in, with the windows all thrown op n. 
Given a skilled attendant to control conditions 
> ire’serch “a “room;-Prof. Hall’ was confident that 


both health and efficiency would benefit greatly: 


t 
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CINEMATOGRAPH 
HOUSING 
SCHEMES. 


A CINEMATOGRAPH exhibition of housing and 
town-planning schemes, under the auspices of 
the Garden Cities and Town Planning Associa- 
tion, was held at .the Alhambra Theatre, 
Leicester-square, on May 22, the Prince of Wales 
being present. Mr. Raymond Unwin, 
F.R.1.B.A., gave a lecture on the subject, in 
the course of which he said that something like 
500,000 houses were needed to put the country 
straight on the housing question, besides which 
large areas of slum property needed to be cleared 
or remodelled. It was not merely houses 
which were wanted, but houses which must be 
homes. If it were merely a question of houses, 
perhaps they could be produced like Ford cars, 
but homes could not be produced in that 
A home must be a place of comfort 
and brightness, and must have touches of indi- 
viduality. There were words such as costs, 
rates of interest, and economic rent, which 
raised knotty problems. If we build good 
houses, we shall ‘raise the standard of housing ; 
ifwe build poor houses, we shall not. Every good 
house we build will add to the wealth of the 
country and to the welfare of the people. Also, 
we must build quickly. He suggested that 
housing schemes would proceed more quickly if 
the working people could learn to enjoy a share 
of the great things, rather than to struggle for 
the possession of small things. The problem 
was too big to be carried out by a few officials, 
a few professional men and a few contractors. 
It was for the local authorities to take their 
share of the work. As a result, he hoped to see 
a great revival of building in this country. 

Capt. R. L. Reiss (Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Association) said £300,000,000 
or more was to be spent on new houses. They 
were trying to carry out a large propaganda 
campaign, in order to secure that the money 
shall be spent to the best advantage, They 
believed that the time had come when large 
towns had run to the limit of their development, 
and that new garden cities, such as Letchworth, 
should be started. It would be a good policy for 
the large towns to decentralise, and to have new 
towns created under ideal conditions,surrounded 
by an agricultural belt. 

It was pointed out that the Association was 
run entirely by voluntary contributions, and 
was not in any way controlled by the Local 
Government Board, as had been stated in the 
daily Press. 

An excellent series of films was shown, in- 
cluding views of Port Sunlight, Bournville, 
Letchworth, Hampstead Garden Suburb, the 
Well Hall and Gretna housing schemes, the War 
Seal Homes for Disabled Soldiers, and, as a 
contrast, the bit of Thameside, showing the 
overcrowded conditions in the industrial area. 





—_— 


An Engraving Scholarship. 

The British School at Rome has received 
sn anonymous endowment of a Rome Scholar- 
ship in Engraving, to be offered annually for 
Competition. The scholarship is worth £250 
Per annum, and is tenable for three years at 
the British School at Rome. The first com- 
Petition, to be held early in 1920, will be 
conducted by the newly appointed Faculty of 
ngraving of the School, which consists of :— 
. Frank Short (Chairman), Mr. Muirhead 
ay (Hon. Secretary), Mr. Frank Brangwyn, 
i D. Y. Cameron, Mr. Campbell Dodgson, 

t. Charles Shannon, and Mr. William Strang. 

€ term engraving comprises all forms of 

“¥ engraving, both intaglio and relievo, 
‘nd includes, for the time being, the following 
Processes :—Line engraving, etching, soft 
ground etching, dry point etching, mezzotint, 
Mjuatint, stipple, wood engraving and litho- 


= a Cundidates must be British subjects 
which 3 years of age on July 1 of the year in 
eh te competition is held. Full particulars 
han the ‘he first competition can be obtained 


tion. General Secretary, The British 
School at | ome, 54, Victoria-street, S.W. 1. 


rn 
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THE SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTION. 


THE Annual General Meeting was held on 
May 26, the president, Sir John Oakley, in 
the chair. The report of the Council was 
read and adopted, votes of thanks were passed 
to the officers and staff, and the prizes gained 
during the year were awarded. 

Mr. Andrew Young was elected president 
for the ensuing year. 

Before the meeting, Sir John Oakley un- 
veiled a Roll of Honour, containing the names 
of the members who had fallen in the war, 
which he presented to the Institution, and 
which has been placed in the Entrance Hall. 
The work was carried out by Mr. Allan Vigers. 

The annual report of the Institution for 
the past year, shows that the membership 
increased by 46 compared with the - pre- 
ceding year, the figures being 4,955, as against 
4,909. The effect of the war is shown by the 
fact that the number of students is the smallest 
since 1885, and the candidates for the recent 
preliminary examination numbered only 23, 
the smallest since the examination was insti- 
tuted. Eighty-five candidates sat for the pro- 
fessional examinations, of whom 65 passed. 
Thirteen of the fourteen candidates passed the 
special examination for military candidates. 

An examination for the Diploma of Forestry, 
for which fourteen candidates have entered, 
will be held in September next. Candidates will 
be eligible for the Daniel Watney Prizes, 
which will be given to those passing second 

and third on the list. The Council impresses 
upon members the advantages of becoming 
specialists upon subjects connected with the 
profession, and the opportunity offered for this 
purposé by the special diploma examinations. 
It has been decided to establish a special diploma 
in rating, and the Rating Surveyors’ Associa- 
tion has offered a prize of ten guineas in the 
subject. 

The Institution Scholarships, which were 
withdrawn during the war, will again be offered. 
They are from £50 to £80 per annum in value, 
are tenable for three years at any recognised 
university in the United Kingdom, and in any 
course of education bearing upon branches of 
the surveyors’ profession. The next examina- 
tion for the scholarships will be held in Jan., 1920. 

The Quantity Surveyors’ Committce has 
done useful work during the year, represen- 


tatives having given evidence before the 
Building Materials Supply Committee and 
other Government inquiries dealing with 


questions relating to housing and building 
contracts. It has been decided to invite the 
co-operation of builders on the Joint Com- 
mittee which has for some years been engaged 
in drawing up proposals for securing uniformity 
in methods of measurement, and in future 
representatives of the Federation of Builders 
will serve with those of the Institution and 
Quantity Surveyors’ Association on the Joint 
Committee. The Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee has also’ drawn the attention of the 
Government departments and local authorities 
to the importance of proper quantities being 
supplied when obtaining tenders for housing 
schemes. 

With the return of peace conditions, some 
revision of the rules governing Provincial 
Committees is under consideration. It is 
proposed to give the Committees a freer hand 
‘in the conduct of their business, and a greater 
opportunity for initiative than was possible 
under the old rule.. The organisation in con- 
nection with the junior meetings is again to 
be started, and it is hoped that the meetings 
will be revived during the coming session. 

In view of the number of well-qualified men 
now being demobilised, the Council calls atten- 
tion to the register of members requiring 
employment, which is kept at the office. +4 y. 


PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS,~ 1919. 
Tue following candidates have satisfied the 
Examiners :— ~ 
Intermediate Division. 
STUDENTS. 
Chadwick, J.-B:, Darley Abbey, near Derby ; 
Davies, 8. O., Stourbridge; Esbester, Capt. 





E. H., Dovercourt ; Hunt, M. L., Hundon, nea 
Clare, Suffolk ; Smith, E., Whitby. 


NON-STURENTS. 

Abbott, O. L., Flixton, Manchester ; * Bicker- 
ton, C. H., Shrewsbury ; Bray, H. A., Hanwell ; 
English, R. R., South Hackney ; Hedges, C. J., 
Leighton Buzzard ; Holmes, N. K., Keighley ; 
Hopley, J. W., Leytonstone ; Humphery, W. O., 
Pudding Norton, Fakenham ; Jackson, F. J., 
Staines ; Murrell, G. H: J., Guildford ; Prance, 


+ C. W., Tidworth ; Pratt, F. W. D., Leigh-on- . 


Sea; tSamson, H. L., Peterborough; Wight, 
W. W., Bishops Waltham. 


ScoTTisH CANDIDATES. 
Barker, H. B., Kinghorn, N.B. ; Henderson, 
J., Nitshill, Renfrewshire; Ironside, E. A., 
Edinburgh ; Macnaughton, A., North Berwick. 


Final Division. 

Astbury, C. N., Newcastle, Staffs. ; Baker, 
G. W., Treorchy, Rhondda ; Bate, C. A., Orping- 
ton; Burkitt, C., Barnsbury ; Carlton, H. W., 
Market Harborough; Clark, D. W.,. Col- 
chester ; Cossins, C. G., Catford ; Davis, C. H. R., 
Bournemouth ; Dawson, H. W., Bury ; Dunnage, 
G. E., Marylebone-road, N.W.; Evershed, 
W. L. A., Guildford ; Farnsworth, W. C., Ket- 
tering; Hall, W. H., Finsbury Park; Halls, 
A. H., Chelmsford ; Kendon, D. G., London, 
8.W. 11; King, D. B., Wandsworth Common ; 
tLawrance, D. M., Holloway ; Middleton, H., 
Southborough; Miles, O., Great Yarmouth ; 
Parry, J. O., Ammanford ; Platt, J. C., London, 
W. 6; Price, G. S., Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales; 
Robson, J. T., Bishop Auckland ; Sawill, E. L., 
London, W.C. 2; Williams, H. C., Birkenhead ; 
Wilson, B., Tadcaster; Wood, P. J., Stroud 
Green. 

Scorrisa CANDIDATE. 

Campbell, M. G., Renfrew. 


Direct Fellowship Division. 

Kerslake, T. H., Torquay. 

Special Single Division. 

Bowen, Lieut. A. J., Bristol ; Collins, P. H., 
Hampstead ; Conway, E. J., Reigate; Davies, 
B. P., 2nd Lieut., Mynoch, near Cardiff ; 
Dunster, H. F., Reading; Evershed, A. E., 
Guildford; Hall, Capt. H. G. R., Palmer's 
Green ; §Haydon, R. E., London, W. 1; Hog- 
garth, W. E. T., London, W.1; § Monkhouse, 
Lieut. W., Worcestershire ; Pennington, E., 
Lyminge ; Smith, V. C. C., Woodford ; Yates, J., 
Harrogate. 

*Penfold Silver Medal and Driver Prize; tBeadel 


Prize; tPenfold Gold Medal; ‘Galsworthy and 
Building Prizes; §Crawter Prize ; WMellersh Prize. 


_———* 





Southport. 


As the first stage of its housing scheme, the 
Corporation proposes to build 115 houses at 
Crossens; others are to be erected later on a 
site of about-17 acres near Ash-lane and on a 
similar area at Birkdale. 


Goods to Occupied Territories. 

The B. of T. has extended its General Licence 
authorising, on certain conditions, the supply of 
goods to the territories on the left bank of the 
Rhine in the occupation of the Armies of the 
Allies, so as to cover, on the same conditions, the 
supply of goods to the occupied districts on the 
right bank. As regards both banks, applications 
should be made to the Export Licence Depart- 
ment, 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1, 
in respect of goods remaining on Sections“ A” 
or “ B” of the Prohibited List which it is desired 
to despatch to the occupied areas (including 
Luxembourg). Goods on Section “ C” of the 
Prohibited List do not now require a licence for 
export to the above-mentioned territory, pro- 
vided in the case of shipment via Holland, they 
are first consigned to the Standard Bank of 
South Africa, Rotterdam. Goodson the“ free” 
list may continue to be exported free of all re- 
strictions. No Import Permit from the autho- 
rities in the occupied areas is now necessary, and 
the notice on page 457 of the B. of 7’. Journal of 
April 3, 1919, is therefore cancelled. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


REMARKS ON THE CONFERENCE ON THE CONDITION 
OF THE BUILDING- INDUSTRY. 


By A Bur~peEr’s REPRESENTATIVE. 


Ir is important that the parties directly 
concerned in the Building Industry should 
know the views of each other, and we believe 
it will be to the ultimate good of the Industry 
that advantage should be taken of the recent 
Conference on the Condition of the Building 
Industry that the fullest discussion should 
take place. In that. belief we give the following 
article from a builder's representative, and we 
shall be glad to receive the considered views 
of our readers. 

The conference on “ The Conditions of the 
Building Industry” was interesting not so 
much from the actual contributions it elicited 
towards the solution of the question under 
debate, as from the revelation it afforded of 
the minds of architects, builders and workmen 
towards the situation, and inferentially of their 
appreciation of the facts of the present time. 

Prior to the war, the general attitudes of 
the parties named may be said to have been :— 
On the part of the workmen, mainly concerned 
that the employers would continue to be 
able to find employment for them, combined 
with some fear that such would not be the 
case, and this feeling affected their attitude 
in negotiations for wages and conditions, or 
other like questions, which arose between 
them and their employers ; on the part of the 
builters, there was a similar attitude towards 
those to whom they had to look for contracts, 
and this feeling expressed itself in a reluctance 
to disturb existing methods of obtaining and 
entering into contracts, although there was 
considerable grumbling at the hardships. and 
losses which resulted from time to time under 
the prevailing system of unrestricted com- 
petition; on the part of architects, there 
was a like reluctance to disturb a system 
which threw all’ risks upon the competing 
contractors, and left the architect in a dominat- 
ing position over the contractors; on the 
part of building owners, there was general 
contentment with a system which relieved 
them of doubt as to how far they were com- 
mitting themselves financially when they 
decided to build, and left with the architect 
and builder all the worries and difficulties 
incidental. to getting the worl: carried out to 
the satisfaction of their clients. 

Let us contrast the position with the present 
attitudes of the same parties :—'lhe workmen 
know that there will be more employment in 
the building trade for some years to come 
than there will be men to execute it, and they 
are to that extent relieved of the fear of unem- 
ployment, knowing that the other parties 
will have to appeal to them for their goodwill 
and co-operation to get the most necessary 
work executed quickly, and at a reasonable 
cost for labour. The contractors know that 
they will be offered, and possibly pressed to 
undertake, far more work than they can carry 
out— that instead of there being competition 
to get jobs there will be inducements offered 
to have them undertaken. The architects 
ought to know that they will occupy a similar 
position with regard to their clients, though, 
judging by the tone of some of the . papers, 
they either do not appreciate that fact, or 
prudently refrain from alluding to it. They 
ought also to realise that their position of 
dominance over the contractors has gone, 
and it is probable that it will never wholly 
return. There are indications that they are 
beginning to appreciate the new position, 
but the strong desire to revert to pre-war 
competitive methods, revealed in some of the 
papers, shows that either the realisation is 


not general, or will not be willingly acquiesced 
in. 


aaa e 
The: building owner has been sitting on th 


-fence since the armistice, but there are indica 
_ tions that he is beginning to realise the situation 


and, whether he does or not, he cannot 
indefinitely stay out of the market; when 
he comes in he will have to recognise that it 
will no longer be in his power to put up con- 
tractors to cut-throat price competition for the 
sole benefit of the man who has capital to 
invest in real estate, and that he will be re- 
quired in future to shoulder his proper share 
of the risks involved in building undertakings. 

If, in view of what has been set out above, 
the contributions made in papers read at the 
Conference are considered, it is evident that 
for the most part they consisted of a review 
of the situation, with a strong bias towards 
reverting to pre-war conditions as quickly 
as possible. There was some recognition that 
it might be temporarily difficult or impossible 
to do so, but it was evident that, to the minds 
of those representing the architectural and 
surveying professions. the revival of the old 
system was the desideratum to be aimed at. 

There was a curious lack of vision in this 
attitude ; here is a class of men who are them- 
selves remunerated for their services by a 
simple percentage on the cost of the work, 
condemning. root and branch the suggestion 
of Lord Colwyn’s Treasury Committee that the 
remuneration of the builder should be by a 
fixed fee upon an estimated cost, or by a 
percentage on cost with certain safeguards. 

It is to be presumed that architects and 
surveyors consider that their first duty is 
towards their client, the building owner, who 
pays them, and whose agents they are. If 
that is so, why should not the same presump- 
tion hold good in the case of a contractor, 
who is remunerated for his services by a fixed 
fee? At present he has to look to what he 
can save out of the contract price for his re- 
muneration, and the more he can save the 
greater his profit. In the case of the architect, 
every economy he can effect in the carrying 
out of the work goes directly into the pocket 
of his client, as would be the case if the con- 
tractor were similarly remunerated. Remunera- 
tion of the contractors by a fixed fee identifies 
the interests of both client and contractor, 
but it yelieves the contractor of risk, as the 
architect is also relieved of risk, and leaves the 
risk where in equity it ought to be; viz., 
upon the shoulders of the client for whose 
benefit the work is to be carried out. 

Much was made by some speakers of the 
difficulty of ascertaining the prime cost for 
the purposes of carrying out a contract on 
the basis of cost ‘plus a fixed fee, but they 
did not appear to realise that, under the com- 
petitive system, the prime cost has to be ascer- 
tained just the same, only it is the contractor 
who has to take all the risk and the difficulty 
of ascertaining it. Nevertheless, the very 
prices he uses in the schedule of quantities, upon 
which the final accounts have to be adjusted 
and upon which the original contract sum 
was arrived at, are based, in the last analysis, 
upon experience as indicated by the builder's 
prime costs, and the only real check which 
the building owner has upon the cost, under 
the competitive system, is that due to the 
bids received from the competitors, which may 
be likened to what is called “the higgling of 
the market.” 

The only real difference which would result 
from abolishing the competitive bidding method 
is that the ‘‘ higgling ’’ would take place further 
back in the process, which extends from the 
manufacture of goods to their purchase and 
erection in a building, and the client would, 


under the cost plus a fixed fee system, |aye 
the experience of the contractor engage! for 
his advantage instead of to his disadvaitave. 
as is now the case. The competitive sysioy 
on a falling or slow market is to the advantave 
of the client; on a rising market, as wi!! he 
the case for a long time to come, it cannot be 


otherwise than disadvantageous to him. It 
might be thought, therefore, that as the cop. 
tractor will now have his turn under the ej). 


petitive system there is no need to change it. 
but that would be a grave mistake: anvone 
who considers the whole position, especially 
from the point of view of the public good, and 
realises the peculiar political and economic 
features of the present time, will hardly fail 
to recognise that it is of the first importance 
that profiteering of every kind should be dis- 
couraged, and, as far as possible, prevented. 
So serious is this risk considered to be, that it 


is the unanimous opinion of the Government 
Committee on Trusts that machinery is needed 
for inquiry into and control of monopolist 
combines, to safeguard the interests of the 
public. 


The trusts to which reference has been 
made are themselves the direct result of un- 
restricted competition, leading to the formation 
of combines to maintain prices, and they are 
of pre-war origin. In a strongly rising mar- 
ket, such as faces the building trade, no com- 
bines are needed to maintain prices—they 
will maintain themselves for a long time to 
come, but the profiteering can go on just the 
same, and the public interest suffer in conse- 
quence. 

The fact of the matter seems to be that 
another system ought to be found, and no 
difficulties as to the necessary safeguards 
required by whatever system is to succeed 
it should be allowed to stand in the way. The 
difficulties of prime costing, the supervision 
thereof, and the conditions of contract inciden- 
tal to the adoption of a new system are matters 
of method which can be solved if the pariies 
concerned will set about it. 

The most constructive proposais emanated 
from the workm n’s representative, and were 
characterised by a frank recognition that a 
real reform is necessary, and it is satisfactory 
that this proposal for a Joint Committee to go 
into the questions involved secured the support 
of the Conference. 

It is to be hoped that the members of the 
Committee to be formed for the study of this 
important matter, will approach the considera- 
tion of the problem with a full and frank recog- 
nition of the changed conditions which have 
been indicated in the foregoing remarks, and 
stedfastly refuse to. be hypnotised by the 
memory of a pre-war past, which is no longer 
suitable for a post-war present. 





THE PRICE OF BUILDING 
MATERIALS. 


Tue President of the Local Government 
Board has announced that, by organi ation and 
large-scale buying, contracts for the supply of 
building materials have been entered into by the 


Government, which show a considerable saving 
on the present high market prices. ae 
authorities and other promoters of State-aidec 
housing schemes obtaining their erg 


materials from or through the Ministry 


Supply will be given the advantage o! 
economy, which, though difficult to — 
a genexal figure, amounts to from I) percent | 
a genecal figure, pes 


15 per cent. on present market prices, 
some cases more. 

Applications should be sent 
of Building Material Supplies, 
Supply, Caxton House, Tothill-stree 
SW. lL. | 


to the Director 
Ministry 0° 
+. London, 
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CHELTENHAM COLLEGE PROPOSED WAR MEMORIAL.—Mnr. L. W. BARNARD, F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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NEW TOWER, NINFIELD CHURCH.—Mar. H. P. BURKE DOWNING, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 




































































Wales. — be — that, while every endeavour is made to eusure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 
for errors may occur :-— ‘ . 
| { | . Brick- — Plas- 
_ Car- Masons to , 
Brick- Plas- ig } Plum- | layers’ ‘terers 
Masons. * penters, ., | Slaters. | Painters} La- ¢ 
layers. Joiners. terers. | bers. bourera, eine ices 
Aberdare .ccccoce |. 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 | 1/6 1/6 | 3/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
ACCTINGtOD .eccce 1/73 1/78 1/7§ 1/78 1/73 | fs] 78 1/3§—1/3§ 
Altrincham... 1/8§ 1/83 1/83 1/83 178 | 1/83 1 /8§ 2/48— 1/448 
Ashton-under- Lyne 1/83 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/85 L 83] = 1783 1/83 1/45-1/4$8 
Barnsley ....-cee 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ /7g | + 1/78 1/73 1/7$ | 1/48 1/45 1/43 
Barrow-in-Furness 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/83 | dsr§ 1/35 1/%§ 1/4§-1/448 
Barry eeccccccos 1/6 1/6 tr 1/6 | 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3. 1/3 1/3 
tlt: .ccscsmvaed . 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/ 4§ 1/48 | (48 | 1/48 1/38 | 1/28 1/28 1/28 
Bedford ey ift 1/2 1/2 if! tft Mi 10 10 10 10 
Birkenhead ...... 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1/2§ 1/8} i $3 1/83 1/43 -1/ 448 
Birmingham «se 1/8§ 1 /8% 1/8§ 1/8§ rs | iiss | 1/68 | 1/55 1/5§ [55 
Bishop Auckland 1/2) 1/25 1/4 1/24 1 j7§ Tt oe) 1 il a 
Biackburn ..... ° 1/7§ 1/7§ 1 /7§ 1/7§ 1/73 7s | 78 1/3$-1 /34§ 
Blackpool ....ceee 1/7§ 1/78 1/7 1/7§ 17g | 1/78 | 1/7§ 1/3§-1/34§ 
Bolton ...e- oeoee 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/8 1/8§ 1/8§ Li-§ | 1/88 1/48-1/44§ 
Bournemouth .... 1/t 1/1 /J 1/1 i/t 1/1 1/- 10} 104 103 
Bradford ...sccees 1/28§ 1, 8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1 /o§ 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 
Bridgwater ...... 1/- if- - 1/- \/- 1/- 11 9} 9g FT 
Brighton ...ecese 1/1} 1/1} 1/14 i/1} 1/4 1/13 1/- 11 1! 1l 
Bristol ...ccccese 1 /6§ 2 /6§ 1 /6§ 1 /6§ 1/8 1 /6§ 1/2§ i[% 1/3§ 1/3§ 
Burnley ...sceee 1/7§ 1/75 1/73 1/78 1/7§ 1/75 1/7§ 1/2§-1/348 
Burton-on-Trent .. 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/1} 11} 1s 1k 
DEY ....ccseccunse 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/88 1/4§-1/44§ 
Cambridge .ecoee 1/2 1/2 1/24 1/2%. 1/25 1/24 ijl 11} 113 11 
Cardiff ...ccccese 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Chatham .ccccece 10$$1 11¢$ litt litt litt litt 9b tt stt stt 8tt 
Chelmsford ...eee 1/2} 1/2} 1/2} 1/24 1/2} 1/24 11 11 11 11 
Cheltenham eee 1/33 1/38 1/38 1/38 1/38 1/3§ 1/38 | 1/18  aftg 1/8 
Chester .. .ccece ee 1/7§ 1/73 1/78 1/7 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/33-1/338 * 
Chesterfield ...... 2/4 1/44 1/1 11 10 11 1/- | 8-8} 8-8) 8-84 
Colchester .ecece ll 11s ‘11é 1/- 11 1/- 94 84 8} 8 
Coventry ...ccece 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/58 1/5§ 1/5§ 
Crewe...00- coccce 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/65 1/6§ 1/6§ i {28-1 /24§ 
Darlington ...e06 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ '/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/348 1/34§ 1/338 
Derby ..... cccce 1/+ 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/3 i 1/1 1/14 
Doncaster ..seveee 1/78 1/78 1/78 1/78 1/78 i/7§ 1/78 1/48 1/48 1/4§ 
Dudley .cccsecoce 1/63 ! /6§ 1/68 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/3 i/l 1/3§ i/3§ 1/3§ 
Durham.....eee i 1,2 1/2 Wyld 1/2 ifig 1/10 1/04 9 9 9 
Ki a . “16 . . . . ‘ . . 
my Ge } 1/6 i/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Gitte .<cccvees 1/3 1/2 1/3 i/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 ft if if 
Folkestone ....66 iy- 1/- i/- ly 1/- \/- 10 av _- o.. 
(Gloucester ..ee a 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/38 1/38 1/38 
Grantham .ese.. | 1/388] 1/538 } 1/348) 1/388 | 1/3R8 | 1/0k8 | 118-1/-§] 1ae8 LES 1048 
GrayS ..cccoe eee wr Ej- 1{- _ _ 1 /[- 104 _ 10 10 
Giaty ccnectes 1/83 1/83 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/83 1/8} 1/3§ 1/5$ 1/53 1/55 
Great Yarmouth ,. 10 10 10 10 10 10 84 7 7 7 
Guildford ........ 1/1 i/- 1/- 1/i — 1/1 1!$ 94 9 10 
Halifax ...cccccce 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 
Harrogate .ecece 1/7§ ij7§ 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/4§ 1/48 1/48 
Hartiepools ....6. 1/ 83 1 /8§ 1 /3§ i /8§ 1 /8§ 1/388 1,/7§ 1/44§ 1/448  1/48§ 
erm sondned if : rh il +} | 11 11 10 p 9 9 
MME ‘csnctenk a) 1/0 i/> 1/05 4/04 1/0 11 0 10 10 
Huddersfield .... 1/8§ ua ee 1434 that yee ioe 35 i yas 
oe $oseewe i /8§ 1 /8§ 1 /8§ i /8§ » /83 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 
Ipswich .. 2... ove 1/348) 1/348) «1 /388) = 1/48 1/4§ 1/44§ 1/28] AftS tft — 1/8 
Lancaster ..... coe 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/33-1/398 
Leamington Spa .. 113 1/14 1/1} 11g alg 1/14 1/04 10} 10} 10} 
oe” seana onal 1/8§ 1/38 1/3 1/38 1 18§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 
Leicester ...cccce 1/4 } 1/4 1,4 1/4 1/4 1/4 if i/\4 1/14 1/1 
Lincoln ..... coos 1/34 Afsa 1/33 1/34 1/34 1/33 i/3 10g 10 104 
Liverpool .. sees 1/83 1/8§ 1/8$ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/88 1/45-1/43§ 
Lancily § .ccccce ° 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
MER <octvades 1/9§ 1/98 | 1/95 1/23§ - 199s) 1fas | 15g | 15g 1/55 
Loughborough .... 1/53 1/398 1/338 1/348 1/345 1/338 1/238] 1/18 1/18 1/1§ 
MM .6ecdempun 1/5§ 1/58 1/5 1/5§ 1/5 thse 1/348} 1/288 1/28§ 1/24§ 
Maidstone ...... 1/} aifi /t 10 10 ft. 1/- 10 10 10 
Manchester ...... 1 /8§ 1/85 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1/4s—1/498 
Mansfield ....... 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 i/3 1/3 1/2 }- 1/03 1/04 1/1 
Merthyr Tydfil .. 1/6 2/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Middlesbrough .... : /8§ 1/88 1/85 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/7§ | 1/4b§ 1/438 1/408 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/7§ 1/6§ 1/43 1/455 J/4b9 1/498 
Newport, Mon..... 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Northampton .... 1/3 1/8 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/03 1/03 1/0} 
Norwich ..... eee 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/0h = 1/084 08 
Nottingham ..e0e« | 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/44 1/24 b ti 1/2 
oa cccccece el 1/85 1188 1/85 1/85 1/85 i/8s a 1/45- 3/448 
pymouth «+0000 1/4 ya ha V4 ha 14 1/149 iy if if- 
Portsmouth cesese] oe | oe | oe | oe |e | |e |e fe 1/3 
THOR .ccscesens ] ; 33-1/: 
Rea’ sscccccs | HY Ut) ME] time] tas) tim) |, M8 GfAE oy 
“MLO seecccce . j _ 
HoctiesteF eveeeeee tits] ust | lsh tt Ltt eh) Sets} ee fest oss 
semuag sssess | ME] MEE] Ute) Ue | att) 20th) te Oka iby 
st elen's soled i t/a ah i ns is Ht . ‘ uasli4 i 
Shef ele eeee 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1/7§ 1 7 45 
Riesday see] HD] a] aah) teh) Ph] ak | neh | hs 
Southampton .. 1/48 1/4 if ig ft 
Southend-on- sei /48 1/48 1/4§ ’ 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/38 /1§ 
Southport wn 178 1/78 78 ve eyitt 78 75 : 1/3§-1/348 : 
Stockport... dfet| Sh] Sh) igh) tire] eg |g | ad, ga eae 
Stobe-on feat’. He ifs Ver] ie] ties] cfs] ume | aan uaa U4 
gies | AE | MPT MP) HP) We MB) ee) Mes tes gee 
Su: , Set eeeeee 
wanes 02° ifts| ifts| tye} ifts| t/te| ives] ayes | ay3as 1/848 1/348 
Taunton i 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
orquay yt yet a it 7 i foe He 3 = 
Wakea, - 1f- i/- i/- tf- i/- if- 
alsal . 1/7§ 1/7 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/78 1/78 1/7 1/48 1/48 ia 
Warrington” 1/33 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/2 1/i 1/1 if 
est Bromwich” ys As A 1/4/48 
gan .. 1738 1/74§ J/74$ 1/4 1/34 1/79$| 1/548) 1/48§  1/4ds P58 
Windsor °"""**** 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/83 1 /3§ 1/83 | 1/83 | 1/88 | 1/48- » /458 
Wolverhampton -: 1/4 i/4 1/4 i/4 '/4 1/4 1/24 | 1/0% = 1/04 uo 
Worcester oe 1/78 | 1/78 1/7§ 1/7 1/78 1,78 1/58 | 1/48 1/4§ i/4 
York. *7*78* 1/38 | 1/38 1/3§ 1/38 1/38 1/3§ 1/28 | 1f1a§ 1/048 1/148 
nt RE 1/64§; «1/648! —1/6§S| 1/638) 3/648 1/648 1/648) 1/45 1/4; {43 





The 
t War bonus ot 





38. per week granted. 
granted. War bonus ot 7 
above r - « 7s. 6d 


. per week granted. 
shown, are exciusive of 12% per cent. bonus.—EHp., 








Masons’ rate given is for bankers: fixers usually $d. per hour extra. * War bonus of 2a. per week granted. 


¢ War bonus of 3s. 6d. per week granted. t} War bonus of 5s, per week 


§ These rates include the 12% per cent. bonus, (The 
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NORTHERN COUNTIES’ 
FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES’ EMPLOYERS. 


A meeting of the Board of Representatives of 
the Federation was held at Sunderland, on 
May 8. 

Arising out of the minutes, mention was made 
of the position of the negotiations between the 
Bricklayers’ Association and the Federation with 
reference to the question of affiliation, and the 
further question of the standard size of brick, 
which had been agreed at 9 ins. by 4% by 27 
The Secretary was directed to communicate 
with the Association, and report at the next 
meeting of the Federation. 

Shorter Working Week and Wages.—The 
Secretary reported that the principle of a 44- 
hour. week had been approved by the Executive 
Committee and the various local Associations 
in’ the Federation, and that the Tyne and Blyth 
Federation had been recommended in February 
last to settle with the operatives for a 44-hour 
week and an advance of a penny an hour. The 
decision of the Northern Centre Board for the 
Tyne area had fixed 47 hours at 1s, 8d. an hour 
and- Is.’ 44d. for labourers for three months, 
which award would expire on the 17th instant. 
Sunderland was unsettled, and still working 
50 hours at Is. 7d, and Is. 34d. respectively. 
Tees-side had made a temporary arrangement on 
the basis of the Tyne. The National Council, at 
its January meeting was favourable to 44 hours, 
which had been made the basis of the employers’ 
offer at the Industrial Council meeting. Now 
the National Council seemed to favour 47 hours 
in the summer and 41} in the winter, One or 
two of the allied trades had settled for a 44-hour 
week, with an adjustment of wages to secure the 
same earnings for the reduced hours. Darling- 
ton had tried to effect a settlement with the 
operatives for a 47-hour week and a penny an 
hour advance, but had failed. Bishop Auckland 
had settled with its men for 44 hours a week and 
a wage of ls. 8d. an hour for operatives. The 
settlement of the North-Eastern Area and 
the Yorkshire Area was also reported, and the 
fact that apparently these settlements depended 
upon the issue of the National negotiations, at 
present on foot. ae 

After discussion, a motion was carried that 
the settlement be on the basis of wages of Is. 9d. 
and Is. 5d. ;, that the workmen agree to work 
only for Associated employers, who were only 
to employ Union-men;. that fhe old working 
rules again become operative (subject to local 
adjustments, if any); , that: the wet-time con- 
dition and walking-time allowances be abolished; 
that the settlement come into operation on 
June 1 next; that settlement to be for the 
N.E. Coast and Darlington, and to be subject 
to the endorsement of the Centre Board and to 
the approval of tlfe Government departments. 

It was understood that the motion was not 
to be treated as an offer by the Federation, but 
was only for the guidance of the deputation 
appointed to meet the operatives of the N.E. 
Coast and Darlington, and was the limit of the 
negotiating power of the delegation. eS 

Refusal to Tender with Non-Associated Mem- 
bers.—The Newcastle Association had resolved 
to send a list of its members to the Northern 
Architectural Association and to the _ local 
architects, with a statement to the effect that 
its members refused to tender with non- 
members. In Middlesbrough and North Shields 
similar resolutions were in force, and in North 
Shields it had been the means of inducing 
builders to join the Association. This resolution, 
with the addition that civil engineers, ship- 
builders and others having work to let be 
notified, was adopted by the Northern Counties 
Federation. 

Notification of Tenders.—A further resolution 
from the Newcastle Association—“ That the 
members advise the Secretary when proposing 
to tender for any work of the approximate 
value of £1,000 or more, and the Secretary 
record the information for the use of other 
members who may be tendering and have 
notified him ’”—was adopted, 

Request from the Northern 


“Ne 


Architectural 


Association.—A request had been received from 
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the Northern Architectural Association to meet 
representatives £ of # the Northern Counties 
Federation;in,conference:on the question of the 
present cost of work, and a deputation was 
appointed to meet the Association. No reply 
had been received to the representations made. 

Report of the Executive Committee (1).—It, was 
resolved to urge the National Federation to 
press for. action: by the Ministry of Labour 
regarding complaints against two contractors, 
and failing satisfaction, a deputation was 
authorised to proceed to London to interview 
the Ministry. Strong dissatisfaction was ex- 
pressed that no further action had been taken 
by the National Federation. 
ig (2) The action of the Executive Committee 
in forwarding the appeal in the case of Mr. H. E. 
Pitt against the decision of the Tees and 
Darlington Munitions Area Tribunal. The 
successful result of the appeal which had given 
an authoritative definition of builders’ work, 
and decided the vexed question that seven 
days’ notice was no longer necessary in the 
building trade to determine workmen’s employ- 
ment, was received. The cost of the appeal to 
the Federation was £50. 

(3) Investigation of Wage Returns.—The fol- 
lowing amendment to the National Rules, as 
regards verifying the wages return of members, 
was being put forward by that body. That all 
wages returns, accompanied by a qualified 
accountant’s certificate shall be accepted 
unreservedly by the Association, but all other 
returns shall be reviewed by the Finance 
Assessment Committee. If necessary, each 
Association shall appoint a duly-qualified 
accountant for the purpose. 

(4) Mr. Huntley and Mr. Stafford had con- 

sidered the various samples of wages book, 
and,the form recommended by these members 
was_ approved, and ordered to be set up in two 
sizes and circulated. 
w. (4) Basis of Contracting.—Resolved to prepare 
and circulate a form of slip to be approved by 
the Executive Committee, and that members 
stipulate for monthly payments on contracts 
up to 90 per cent. until a reasonable retention 
sum was in hand, which retention money should 
then bear interest. Half the retention money 
should be paid on completion of the job, and 
the remainder in three months, and pay- 
ment for materials delivered on the site should 
also be stipulated for if not less than 75 per cent. 
of value. 

Organisation.—Reports were received of the 
formation and affiliation of the BishopAuckland 
and District Association and the Northallerton 
Association, and the decision to form a Morpeth 
and District Association. 

Definition of Areas.—It was resolved to take 

“up the question of the definition of boundaries 
of local areas and the discussion of the area 
scheme with the operatives when meeting them 
on the wage question. 


eee 
—_—s> 


The Supply of Bricks. 


In Leeds, states the Yorkshire Post, an 
average of between 30 and 40 million bricks 
were produced each year when the works were 
in full swing. At the present time only a 
fraction of that quantity is available, and one 
firm, capable of producing nearly 60,000 bricks 
per week, reports that only a quarter of the 
plant at the works can be employed as yet. 


Building Trade Dispute. 


What is regarded as a test case came before 
an Interim Court of Arbitration at 5, Old Palace- 
yard, recently, the parties being the Carlisle 
and District Master Building Trades Associa- 
tion,and the Carlisle Building Trades Opera- 
tives. The Joint Industrial Council for the 
industry decided to increase wages in the north- 
western area, and the workmen complain that 
the increases agreed upon have not been paid. 
It is contended that the advances had the 
approval of the Ministry of Labour and should 
be obligatory on the employers. A stoppage 
is threatened in the building trade throughout 
the district unless the agreement is recognised. 
Evidence was heard on both sides, and a decision 
will be given in due course.—Times. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKs,* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 


occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taki 
before plans ,are finally approved by the local authorities, “ roposed 


accuracy of the information given, but it me 


the responsibility of commencing wor 
’’ works, at the time of 


ublication, have been actua a commenced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town Council; U.D.C. fo; 


rban District Council; R.D. 


for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Committee; L.G.R. 


for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardiams; L.C.C. for London County Council - 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish Council. : 


“ ASKERN.—The Askern Coal and Iron Co. has notified 
the Parish Council that a public utility society has been 
formed to provide additional houses required for 
housing the workpeople employed at the colliery. 

**-AYLESBURY—Plans passed by T.C. :—Motor 
house, Mr. F. Smith, Mandeville-road ; extensions to 
works, Bifurcated & Tubular Rivet Co.; shop front, 
Mrs. Blake, Buckingham-street. 

AyRr.—The Dean of Guild Court has granted warrants 
for alterations at Netherby, Ronaldshaw Park, Ayr, at 
a cost of £900, to Miss Mackenzie, Auldgirth, Dumfries- 
shire ; for the erection of a dwelling-house at Ronald 
shaw Park, at a cost of £500, to Mr. F. C. Dewar, C.A.~ 
Ayr; and for alteration of a dwelling-house in ces 
crescent,"at a cost of £240, to Ayr Gas Co., Ltd. 2 

Brepwas.—Mr. G. L. Pepler, L.G.B inspector, nas 
had an inquiry into the application of the Council for 
a town-planning scheme in a portion of their area. 
Mr. C. Davies Jones, clerk, said the Council only 
intended to plan for the present the areas where 
immedate building was likely to take place. 

BIRMINGHAM.—The Justices have sanctioned plans 
for an extension of the Midland Hotel. . 

BLYTH.—It has been decided to erect an up-to-date 
picture-house, shops, and tea-room, to be known as 
“‘The Regent Picture House,”’ on the site at the corner 
of*Regent-street and Wright-street. The plans have 
been entrusted to Messrs. White & Stephenson, archi- 
tects, of Newcastle and Blyth. 

BRIDLINGTON.—Plans passed by ‘T.C.:—Mr. M. 
Walkington, alterations to 47, St. John’s-avenue, for 
Mr. Richardson ; Mr. H. Musk, house in Lamplugh- 
road, for Mr. H. Hewetson ; Mr. J. Kelly, booster house 
at the Gas Works for the Bridlington Gas Co; Mr. 
C. E. Pentith, offices and warehouse in Pinfold-lane, for 
Mr. C. E. Pentith; Mr. M. B. Parkin, new windows to 
shop premises in South Cliff-road, for Mr. C. Gray ; 
Mr. M. B. Parkin, store and alterations to garage in 
Holyrood and Marshall-avenues, for Mr. Finn; Mr. W. 
Lamb, alterations to the Queen’s Hotel, High-street, 
for the Exors. of the late Mr. Shaw. 
>. BROMSGROVE.—The R.D.C. has decided to apply to 
the L.G B. for permission to borrow £2,000 for the 
purpose of acquiring housing scheme sites at Bel- 
broughton, Frankley, Romsley (including provision 
for Hunnington), and Alvechurch. Negotiations are 
being conducted for sites in several other parishes. _ : 

BURNHAM (SOMERSET).—The U.D.C. has accepted 
the offer of Mr. J. B. Braithwaite to present a ferro- 

concrete boat-sailing and paddling pool, to be erected 
by a Westminster engineer on the Burnham sands, as 
a memorial of thanksgiving for the preservation of his 
five sons during active service. 

DENTON.—The firm of Messrs. W. J. Bates & Co., 

gas and oil engine makers, of Crown Point, has been 
taken over by a company. Negotiations are proceed- 
ing for the purchase of several blocks of property near 
by, several acres in extent. Buildings are to be 
erected, and it is estimated that the number of work- 
people who will eventually be required will be not far 
short of 1,000. : 
MSEWSBURY.—The T.C. at a private meeting has 
considered plans for a housing scheme in connection 
with the Fir Cottage estate, Ravensthorpe. The 
estate contains nearly 104 acres of land, and the scheme 
submitted provides for the erection of 114 dwellings. 
There will be an acre allowed for every dozen houses, 
after adequate provision is made for roads. The 
scheme was adopted. subiect to the sanction of the 
L.G.B.. 

DONCASTER.—The x.D.C. has resolved to porrow 
£5,000 from the Public Works Joint Board at 54 per 
cent., for the purpose of additions to the Conisbro’ 
sewage disposal works. ; ' 

DUMBARTON.-—Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, are in- 
creasing the number of the workmen’s houses at Dum - 
barton, and they are also building a considerable 
number adjacent to their works at Renfrew. 

GAINSBOROUGH.—The Housing Committee are 
negotiating with Sir Hickman Bacon for a site for the 
“garden city” near Thonock Park. The area is 
something over 27 acres, giving accommodation for 
330 houses. ; : 

GooLE.—The Housing Committee has decided’on the 
necessity of immediately proceeding with a housing and 
town planning scheme, which will include the building 
in Old Goole of 100 houses, and in other parts of the 
town 300 houses. : 

HACKNEY.—Plans passed by B.C.: Drainage works, 
&c., at Great Eastern Railway Arches, Richmond-road, 
for Mr. H. Corden; workshop, Abbott-street, for 
Messrs. J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd 

ILKESTON.—The T.C. has decided to erect 100 houses 
on town-planning lines. : 

KENSINGTON.—It has been decided to rebuild St. 
George’s Hospital on its present site, at Hyde Park 
Corner. 

LAUNCESTON.—The T.C. has decided to purchase 
two sites for housing purposes. ° 

MaRyportT.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to-the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £2,100 for improvements 
at the Gas Works. 

MELFORD.—The R.D.C. has adopted the report of 
the Housing Committee and will erect the following 

houses: 48 at Long Melford, 20 at Acton, 8 at Great 
Waldingfield, 20 at Lawshall, 8 at Shimpling, 8 at 
Alpheton, 8 at Stanstead, 10 at Hartest, 20 at Caven- 
dish, 10 at Newton, 6 at Little Cornard, 10 at Bures St. 
Mary, 16 at Nayland, 10 at Stoke-by-Nayland. 





* See also our List of Competitions, Contracts, ete. 


MENAI BripGe.—The War Memorial Comniittee 
have decided to erect a clubhouse. Mr. Joseph Owen, 
the — estimates that the project will cost over 
£4,000. 

MONTROSE.—The L.W.B. has approved of the Rossie 
Island site in connection, with the Council’s housing 
scheme. 

PAISLEY.—The Dean of Guild Court has granted the 
following applications :—Cartvale Chemical Co., 59, 
New Sneddon-street—To erect kilns and make altera- 
tions on their property at 67 and 68, New Sneddon- 
street ; William Wotherspoon, Ltd., starch manufac- 
turers—To erect a steep house at Maxwelton; Wm. 
Beardmore & Co., Ltd., Underwood—To erect an up- 
holstery and varnishing shop, wood-cutting machine 
shop, and running shop. An application by the La 
Scala Co. to take down existing buildings and erect a 
theatre to seat 1,300 persons is before the Court. 

PRESTON.—The T.C. has discussed plans for the 
erection of 270 houses on the Holme Slack Estate, 
Deepdale, and decided to apply for sanction to appro- 
priate 24 acres of Corporation land, and for sanction 
to borrow £9,000 for the necessary streets and sewers, 

RAINFORD.—The U.D.C. has definitely decided to 
erect thirty-six houses in their district, and the follow- 
ing sites have been selected :—Six houses in Church- 
lane, twelve in Bushy-lane, and six between Randle 
Brook Bridge and Junction-lane. = aS: 

RHYMNEY.—The U.D.C. is negotiating for a site of 
fourteen acres from the Rhymney Iron Co., Ltd., for 
the purpose of building 150 houses in the northern 
portion of the town. The price is £2,700, or £189 1ls. 
per acre. ome ; 

ROMFORD.—The ii.OC. is negotating with Lord 
O’Hagan for land at Havering for housing purposes. 
Application is to be made to the L.G.B. for sanction 
to loans of £4,300 and £1,333 for the purchase of 
land for working-class dwellings at Marsh Green, 
Dagenham, and Hornchurch. _ ; 

SCARBOROUGH.—The T.C. has agreeu *- the 
transfer of the lease of the St. Nicholas Hall, at Scar- 
borough, from the Y.M.C.A. to Messrs. J. Hepworth 
& Sons, a firm of Leeds clothiers. The building is to be 
converted into a clothing factory. - of 

STAVELEY.—At a meeting of the Council, eleven 
sets of plans for houses for the local housing scheme 
were submitted and explained to the members. _ It was 
decided to ask the Chesterfield R.D.C. to provide 300 
houses as the first instalment on the Chesterfield-road 
site, 80 per cent to have three rooms up and three down, 
and 20 per cent. three down and four rooms upstairs, 
in each case bathrooms with lavatories to be upstairs. 
The average cost would be about £650 per house. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—Drainage plans passed by 
B.C.: At 32 and 36, Heathland-road, for Mr. J. H. 
Storrer ; at 25, St. Kilda’s-road, for Mr. F. H. Stewart, 

SWANSEA.—Plans passed by T.C. : House, Mumbles- 
road, West Cross, for Mr. F. E. Beer; additions, 
Morris Arms, P.H., Llangyfelach-road, Brynhyiryd, 
for Swansea United Breweries Co. ; additions, Carnglas. 
road, Sketty, for Mr. Ben John; additions, 72, Wood- 
field-street, Morriston, for Messrs. Auckland, Ltd. ; 
additions, 13, Northampton-place, for Mr. Tevor- 
Griffiths ; additions, Wassail-square, for Mr. 
Holt; additions, Mount Pleasant Baptist Schoel, 
Gower-street, for the trustees ; additions, Mackwor i 
Hotel, High-street, for Messrs. R. E. yous 
Ltd.; garage, Port Tennant-road, rear of, for _" ° 
Davey; additions, 127, St. Helen’s-avenue, for Mrs. 
Johns; alterations, Hotel Cameron, for Mr. = 
Gustavus; garage, Clydach-road, Clydach, for 4 
Joseph Norton; motor spirit depot, Neath-rove. 
Hafod, for the British Petroleum Co. ; alterations, ~9¥ 
Oxford-street, for Mr. E. J. Eynon ; additions, rewy 
ddfa-road, for Mr Oxslade; house, Cecil-street, 
Manselton, for Mr. T. B. Davey; alterations an 
additions, ‘‘ Pantysifi,”” Gower-road, Sketty, for tty 
J. P Giles; house, Gower-road, Penyrheol, Ske nf 
for Mr. J. T. Harris; warehouse, Quay-parade, , 
Messrs. Davies Bros.; bridge, Harbour Trust-sost 
for Messrs. Weaver & Co.; garage, Gatehouse Hotel, 
Carmarthen-road, Cwmbwria, for Mrs. Richards. | 

WOKING.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: W. A. —— 
alterations and additions to Dalmanoy, — i. 
lane ; W. McLellan, dairy at Mayford House, Guild ons 
road ; H. C. Newton, motor-shed, Carlton, York-roas ; 
G. Taylor, workshop, Walton-road ; Mrs. Wilson, ti a8 
room ; Westfield, A. E. Guest, alterations and addi = 
to Hill Place Farm. Plans submitted by J. —- 
for four pairs of bungalow cottages, in Robin bo! 
road, have been disapproved. = town’ 

Worksop.—It has been decided to erect, as @ 10" 
war memorial, apart from the separate memoria's - 
templated by the Priory, St. John’s, and oe 
Churches, an additional administrative block an¢ : on 
ward for males at the Worksop Victoria Hospita he 
the erection of a public statue, on the base of whic dm 
be the figure of a steel-helmeted Sherwood fore 
The cost is estimated at_£30,000. 


3FIRES ’ 

BIRMINGHAM.—Premises at 160,” Windsorsttey 
Occupied by Mr. J. Ragg, corn dealer, have 
Severely damaged by fire. ; t 

LERWIOK.—A fire, causing damage estimated . 
£5,000, has occurred at the largest kipper’ng ** 
“teen A” great conflagration occurred at Perit. 
result in the total destruction of P..& P. Campb 
yeworks. 
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COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still one but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 


an asterisk (Qk) are advertised in this number. 


nts xvi; 
mation are i 
lowest or 40 
tenders; a0 


c Contracts iv, vi; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 
Sales by Auction lii. Certain conditions beyond those given in the following infor- 
imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the 
tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 
that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latestidate when‘ theftender or the 
names of those willing to submst tenders, may be sent in. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


MAY 31.—Chesterfield.—ExTENSIONS, <&0.—The 
Derbyshire County Council invites tenders for the 
erection of & new ward and for an extension to the 
Administrative Block of the Walton Sanatorium. 
Quantities of the Architect, Mr. W. 


Id. 
oo 8, Stephenson-place, Chesterfield. 


Deposit £1 1s. 

May 31.—Dundee.—The Dundee Town Council 
invite tenders for carpentry and joinery work to be done 
ip erecting new City Hall, Dundee. plans may be 

and specifications, schedules of quantities, and 
forms of offer obtained at the Office of the Subscriber on 
deposit of £1, which will be returned on receipt of a 
bona-fide vonder. Tenders endorsed in envelope pro- 
vided to Mr. Wm. N. Blyth Martin, Town Clerk, City 
Ohambars, Dundee. 

May 31.—Stafford—The Staffordshire Education 
Committee invite tenders for the extension of the 
County Education buildings, Earl-street. Quantities 
will be supplied upon ent of a deposit of one 

inea, of Mr. Graham ‘our, Director of Education 
foanty Education Offices, Stafford. 

May 31.—Whitehaven.—HovusEs.—The R.D.C. in- 
yites tenders for the erection of 133 houses and con- 
straction of roads, sewers, &c. Specifications of Mr. 
1.8. Stout, architect, 36, Lowther-street, Whitehaven. 
‘Jone 1.—Davyhulme.—MEMORIAL—The Davyhulme 
War Memorial Committee invites tenders for the 
erection in the parish of a clock tower, not less than 26 
fest in height. Designs and quotations to Mr. James 
W. Lees, Croft’s Bank, Davyhulme, Urmston. _ a 

Jung 4.—Woodbridge.—The R.D.C. invites applica- 
tions from architects for work in connection with the 
erection of 250 dwellings. .G. T. Kell, Clerk to the 
Council, Woodbridge. ‘ ; 

* JUNE 2.—Crewe.—F acToRy.—The Commissioners 
of H.M. Works, &c., invite tenders for the erection of 
a lactose factory near Crewe (approximate dimension 
110 ft. by 42 ft by 22 ft. to eaves, with tower 50 ft. 
high. Quantities from the Director of Contracts, 
HM. Office of Works, &c., Storey’s-gate, Westminster, 
London, 8.W. 1. Deposit £1 1s. 

JUNE 2.—Nottingham.—PanvinG, &0.—The Educa- 
tion Committee invite tenders for cleaning and painting 
the various schools in the Borough. Specifications 
of Mr. A. Dale, City Architect, Guildhall, Nottingham. 
Deposit £1. a 

JUNE 2.—Warrington.—Repars.—The Sanitary 
Works Committee of the Corporation invite tenders for 
renewing corrugated iron sheeting and repairing roof 
over destructor. Further particulars of Mr. R. Wilson 
Manager, Longford Depot, Warrington. 

JoxsE 3.—Edmonton.—PaINnTING.—The Education 
Committee invite tenders for painting three schools. 
Specifications of Mr. H. W. bb, the Committee’s 
Architect, Town Hall, Edmonton. Deposit £1. _ 

JUNE 3.—Glasgow.—HOUSING.—The Corporation. 
invite tenders for the erection of three-storey blocks 
of three and four apartment flats at Coplawhill. 
Specifications at the Office of Public Works, 64, Coch- 
rane-street, Glasgow. : 

JUNE 3.—Leeds.—ExTENSION.—Tenders are _ invited 
for the extension to Jumbo Mills, Kirkstall-road, Leeds. 
Names to Mr. Percy Robinson, F.R.1.B.A., Architect, 
2, Albion-place, Leeds. 

*JUNE 3.—London, S.E—The Guardians of the 
Poor of the Parish of Lambeth invite tenders for 
execution of work in conneetion with the painting, 
&c., of a part of the Infirmary, Brook-street, Ken- 
nington, S.E., known as X Block. Forms of tender 
and full particulars may be obtained of Mr. Richard 
Lincoln, Acting Clerk to the Guardians, Guardian's 
Board Room, Brook-street, Kennington-road, S.E. 

*JUNE 3—Nottingham.—PowER HOUSE EXTEN- 
S10N.—The Electricity Committee invite tenders for 
the extension of the power station, St. Ann’s Well- 
road, Nottingham. The work will be divided into 
two contracts, viz.:—(1) Will comprise the builders’ 
work in foundations, walls, floors, and roof covering, 
de. (2) Will comprise about 25 tons of steelwork, 
in rolled joists, roof trusses, &c. Quantities of Mr. 
Arthur Brown, M.Inst.C.E., City Engineer, Guildhall, 
Nottingham. Deposit £2. 

JUNE 4.—Glasgow.—PAINTING.—The Education 
Authority of Glasgow invite tenders for painting work in 
he following schools during the forthcoming summer 
vacation, _ Viz. :—Albert, Union-street, Springburn ; 
dlexander 8, Duke-street ; Bishop-street, Anderston ; 

ire-street, Centre-street, 8.8.; Dovehill, Graeme- 


Sti,./:; Milton, Milton-street; | Shields-road, 
E elds-road, $.S8.;  Tureen-street, Tureen-street, 
-+ | Wellpark, Sydney-street, E. Specification 


= the Education Offices (Property Department), 
ehedale re Glasgow. Deposit 10s. @d. per 
* JUNE 5.—London.—The Central Fi 
- ‘ nsb Radical 
Club invite tenders for painting and Seeseeilen the 
“por of 326, City-road, E.C. Tenders, endorsed 
et to be addressed to the Secretary. 
of — °.—London, N.—The Metropolitan Boroagh 
intine on invite tenders for repairing, decorating and 
(po Town Hall, Upper-street. “Conditions and 
Som ——— of Borough Engineer, Town Hall. 
Ham U ie on Ham.—The ians of the West 
dleaning on invite tenders for (1) the internal painting- 
and decorative work ; (2) external painting and 


repair work at their Workhouse, Union-road, Leyton 
stone, E. 11, in accordance with specifications prepared 
by Mr. J. Williams Danford, Architect and Surveyor, 
of 17, Southampton-street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 1, 
Persons should tendertheir names, together with a deposit 
of £5 for specifications and tender forms not later than 
the 12th inst. The amount of the deposit will be 
returned only after the receipt of a bona fide tender 
sent in accordance with the instructions of the form of 
tender and after the specifications have been returned. 

JUNE 6.—Carmarthenshire.—PAINTING.—The Edu- 
cation Committee of the Carmarthenshire C.C. invite 
tenders for painting, &c., at the following schools :— 
Carmarthen - Union: ynyddeerrig, Nantgwrhys, 
Trelech, Penrhiwlas, Glasfryn, Llechyfedach, Sapel 
Dewi, Nantgaredig, Carway, Conwil, Lianginning. 
Llandilo Union: Court Henry, Brechfa, Llansawel, 
Tycroes, Cefnbrynbrain, Landilo, Salem, Glanamman, 
Cwmifor, Gwernogle. Llandovery : Bethlehem, 
Llanddeusant, Cwmcothi, Farmers, Llanycroes, Llan- 
wrda. Lampeter Union: Esgerdawe, Llanbyther, 
Coedmore. Narberth Union: Llanboidy, Llangly- 
dwen. Newcastle Union: Llanpumpsaint, Parkylan, 
Llanlawddog’ Llanelly Union: Copperworks, Pen- 
waun, Pinged, Hillfield, Mountain, Pwil. Specifica- 
tions of Mr. W. V. Morgan, County Architect, Car- 
marthen 

JUNE 7.—Machynlleth.—ReEparrs.—The Machyn- 
lleth Institute invites tenders for various works at 
their building. Specifications of Mr. J. T. Humphreys, 
surveyor, Machynileth. 

JUNE 10,—Egremont.—HovsiIne.—The time for 
tendermg for the housing schemes of the U.D.C. has 
been extended to June 10. 

JUNE 10.—Leeds.—PAINTING.—The Leeds "Guardians 
invite tenders for outside painting, &c., the various 
blocks of their Insitutions, Beckett-street, Leeds. 
Specifications of Mr. James H. Ford, Clerk, Poor Law 
Offices, South Parade, Leeds. 

JUNE 10.—Treforest.—ALTERATIONS.—Tenders are 
invited for alterations to the Hide and Wool Market, 
Treforest, for the directors. Specification of the 
architects, Messrs. Arthur Ll. Thomas & Gomer 8. 
Morgan, 23, Gelliwastad-road, Pontypridd. F 


x JUNE 11.—Edmonton, N.—The Metropolitan 
Asylums Board invite separate tenders for external 
ainting and repairs at Edmonton Epileptic Colony, 
Bilver-street, Edmonton, N18; external painting 
and repairs, North Eastern Fever Hospital, St. 
Anne’s-road, Tottenham, N 15; pointing and other 
sundry works, at Belmont Laboratories, Stanley 
road, Sutton, Surrey; re-laying timber floor, &c., to 
“H” Ward, at the Fountam Temporary Asylum 
Tooting-grove, Tooting, 8.W.17. The specifications 
and forms of tender may be inspected at the Office 
of the Board, Embankment, E.C. 4. 


* JUNE 11.—Nantwich..—The Education Department 
Cheshire, County Council, invite tenders for completion 
of the new school buildings at the Grammar School, 
Nantwich. 

JUNE 11.—Various Places.—PAINTING.— Lhe directors 
of the Midland Railway Company invite tenders for 
cleaning and painting at the following places :— 
(1) Alexandra and Langton Dock Goods Depot, and 
Houlgrave-street Stables, Liverpool ; (2) Stations, &c., 
Montpelier to Avonmouth ; (3) Stations, &c., Berkeley 
to Severn Bridge ; (4) Rental property at Cricklewood ; 
(5) Passenger Stations, &c., and rental property, at 
Morecambe and Heysham. Quantities at the Engin- 
eer’s Offices, Derby Station. aa 7 F 

* JUNE 11.—Woolwich.—The Guardians of the 
Woolwich Union invite tenders for works of repair 
and painting to the Infirmary and Laundry Buildings, 
High-street, Plumstead. Snecification can be seen at 
the Infirmary | eal 

JUNE 14.—Pontefract.—PAINTING.—Tenders are in- 
vited for the interior painting of Pontefract and District 
Girls’ High School. Specifications from Mr. Herbert 
Holmes, Secretary, Rogergate, Pontefract. 

JUNE 14.—Rotherham.—Hovses. The Housing 
Committee of the Borough Council invite tenders for 
the erection of 100 houses and the construction of roads 
and sewers, on the Doncaster-road site, Rotherham. 
Quantities from Mr. Chas. A Broadhead, Architect to 
the Housing Committee, St. George’s Hall, Rotherham. 

JUNE 15.—Ebbw Vale.—PaIntTING.—The Ebbw Vale 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the work of 

ainting and colouring certain portions of their Isolation 

ospital, Beaufort. Specification of Mr. T. J. Thomas, 
Town Surveyor, Ebbw Vale. 

JUNE i6—Hayes.—HovsEs.—The U.D.C. invites 
tenders for the erection of 20 houses at Yeading. 
Quantities of Mr. D. C. Fidler, Architect, Council 
Offices, George-road, Hayes. Deposit £2 2s. 

JUNE 16.—Huddersfield.—-PICTURE THEATRE.—Ten- 
ders are invited for the erection of a picture theatre in 
Manchester-road, Huddersfield. Qtantities of Messrs. 
Stocks & Sykes, Architects, 1, St. Peter’s-street, Hud- 
dersfield. 

%* JUNE 16.—West Ham.—The Council of the County 
Borough of West Ham invite tenders for painting, 
cleansing, repairs, &c., of public buildings. Specifica- 
tions, form of tender, and further particulars may be 
obtained at the Office of the Borough Engineer, Town 

, West Ham, E. 
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F*JuNE 17—Bromsgrove.—HOovsES.—The North 

romsgr°Ve Urban District Council invite tenders 
for~the erection of 90 houses at Catshill and 20 at 
Rubery. Quantities of the Council’s Architect, Mr. 
G. H. Gadd, Town Hall Chambers, Bromsgrove. 
Deposit £1 1s. 

* JUNE 17.—London, S.E.—The Guardians of the 
Poor of the Parish of Lambeth invite tenders for work 
in connection with the painting, &c., of a part of the 
Infirmary, Brook-street, Kennington, S.E. Form of 
tender,with conditions annexed, together with specifica- 
tion, from Mr. Richard Lincoln, Acting Clerk to the 
Guardians, Board Room, Brook-street, Kennington 
road, S.E. 

JUNE 19.—Kingswood Hanham.—PaInTING.—The 
Gloucestershire Education Committee invite tenders for 
carrying out works of repair, painting, &c., at Kings- 
wood Hanham-road Council School. Particulars of 
Mr. R.S. Phillips, Architect, Shire Hall, Gloucester. 
Deposit £1 Is. 

JUNE 19.—Manchester.—FLATS.—The Public Health 
Committee invite tenders for the erection of 78 cottage 
flats on the Temple Estate, Cheetham Hill-road, Quan- 
tities of the City Architect, Town Hall. Deposit £2 2. 

* JUNE 24.—The North-Eastern Railway invite 
tenders for erection of general stores, forge, machine 
shop, smith’s shop, &c. Quantities supplied on 
personal application to Mr. Arthur Pollard, the Com- 
pany’s architect at York, 

No Date.—Apperley Bridge.—Warenovuse.— 
Tenders are invited for the erection of warehouse 
also finishing shed, Valley Mills, Apperley Bridge, 
near Bradford, for Messrs. G. Garnett & Sons Ltd. 
Names to Messrs. G. Fredk. Bowman & Son,. Archi- 
tects, 5, Greek-street, Leeds. 

No DateE.—Dymchureh.—REMOVAL.—Tenders are 
invited for taking down the Y.M.C.A. Hut at the Flying 
School, near Dymchurch; and re-erecting it at Sellindge 
— of Mr. 8. H. Serpell, School House, Sellindge, 
Hythe. : 

No DatTE—Ganton.—HovskEs, &0.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of Hind’s House, cottages, and 
reading room at Willerby Wold, near Ganton. Names 
to Messrs. Bland & Bown, Architects, Harrogate. 

NO DATE.—Harrogate.—CINEMA, &C.—Tenders are 
invited for the reconstruction of Central Arcade, Oxford 
Street, Harrogate, into cinema, cafes, &c. Names to 
Mr. J. Houfe, Architect, Albert-chambers, Harrogate. 

* No DATE.—Horley, Surrey.—The Horley District 
Gas Co. invite tenders for the erection of two dwelling- 
houses, concrete buildings. Tenders to be addressed 
to The Secretary, Horley District, Gas Co., Horley 
Surrey. ‘ , 

* No DatTE.—London.—Messrs. Norris & Gregory 
Architects, 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. 2, invite tenders 
for the erection of factory in North London area, about 
15,000 ft. ground floor, North light. ; 

No DATE —Melton Constable.-—CorracEs.—Tenders 
are invited for the erection_of a pair of cottages at the 
Stud Farm, Melton Constable. Specification of Mr. 
-. _—— Goddard, Estate Office, Melton Constable 

ark. 

No DaTE.—Pudsey.—PIcTURE HovusE.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of a picture house on Toft House 
Estate, Pudsey, for the Pudsey Picture House Co. 
Quantities from Mr. Wm. Shackleton, Architect, Manor 
House-street, Pudsey. , 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


JUNE 2'—Broadstairs——ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for macadam granite ehippings 
gravel, &c. Forms of tender of Mr. H. Hurd, Sur. 
veyor, Council Offices, Broadstairs. ‘ 

JUNE 2.—Salford.—Woop BLOCKs.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for about 30,000 creosoted deal 
blocks for street paving. Particulars from Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall, Salford. 

JUNE 2.—South Hetton.—CoLtmry Srorrs.—T 
South Hetton Coal Co. invite tenders for colliery rd 
and timber. Forms of tender from Mr. J. R. Lambert 
South Hetton, near Sunderland. ‘ 

JUNE 3.—Wolverhampton.—SToRES.—The Corpora- 


‘tion invites tenders for materials used in the various 


municipal services. Forms of tender of Mr. G. Green 
Borough Engineer, Town Hall, Wolverhampton. . 

JUNE 4.—Hove.—MATERIALS.—The Corporation 
invites tenders for cement, stoneware pipes, artificial 
stone paving slabs, and broken granite, Forms of 
tender of Mr. H. R. Scott, Borough Surveyor, Hove. 

* JUNE 4.—Tottenham.—MATERIALS.—The Urban 
District Council invite tenders for (a) Road materials : 
) brooms; (c) tar paving repairs; (d) asphalt 
paving repairs; (e) lime and cement. Forms of 
tender from Mr. Reginald C. Graves, Clerk, Town 
Hall, Tottenham, N. 165. F 


JUNE  5.—Ticehurst—ROAp MATERIALS.—The 
R.D.C. invites tenders for the supply of road materials. 
Yorms of tenders of Mr. D. Baldwin, Surveyor 
3parrow’s Green, Wadhurst. : 

JUNE 6.—Manchester.—STorES.—The Electricity 
Committee of the Manchester Corporation invite tenders 
for the supply of the various stores required during the 
six months ending December 31, 1919. Forms of ten- 
der of Mr. F. E. Hughes, Secretary, Electricity Depart- 
ment, Town Hall, Manchester. 

JUNE 7.—Glasgow.—STORES.—The Trustees of the 
Clyde Navigation invite tenders for the supply of stores 
for three, six, and twelve months, commencing July 1 
1919. Forms of tender of the Superintendent of 
Stores, at No. 1 Graving Dock, Govan. 

JUNE 10.—Coulsdon and Purley.—MATERIALS.—The 
Coulsdon and Purley U.D.C. invite tenders for the 
supply of road, sanitary and other materials. Particu- 
lars of Mr. R. Chart, Surveyor, Council Offices, Purley, 

JUNE 16.—Manchester.—SToRES.—The Manchester 
Corporation Gas Committee invite tenders for the 


- 
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supply of stores, during the six months"ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1919. Forms of tender of Mr. F. A. Price, 
Supsrintendent, Gas Department, Town Hall, Man- 


chester. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


* MAY 31.—Gravesend.—The Port of London Author- 
ity invite tenders for licences to work sixsteam dredgers 
for raising ballast from the river below Gravesend for 
alternating periods of one, two or three years from the 
date of signing of the Preliminary Treaty of Peace, 
between Great Britain and Germany or July 1, 1919, 
whichever date be the later. Forms of tender and 
conditions can be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Port of London Authority, 109, Leadenhall-street, 

E.C. 3. 
= 2.—Preston.—CopPER.—The Guardians of 
the Preston Union invite tenders for the installation 
in copper of a centrally-heated domestic hot-water 
supply at their Institution at Ribchester. Specifi- 
cation of Mr. Thomas H. Bentham, Clerk to the 
Guardians, Union Offices, Lancaster-road, Preston. 

it £1. 
hem 2.—Wallsall.—TRAMWAY RaILs.—The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for 200 tons of tramway rails. 
Specification from Mr.¢J Taylor, Rorough Engineer, 
Isall. : 

WAvoUsT 28.—Johannesburg.—-STEEL GATES.—The 
Rand Water Board invite tenders for the supply of 
36 steel gates, 30 ft. wide and 25 ft. 7“. high, for 
the Vaal River Barrage. Plans of the Chief Engineer 
Johannesburg. Deposit £5 5s. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


May 31.—Hamilton.—Roaps.—The District Com- 
mittee of the Middle Ward of Lanark invite tenders 
for the formation of a new road between Glenboig 
and Greenfoot. Specification of Mr. William A. 
Chapman, Road Surveyor, Airdrie. ‘ 

JUNE 2.—Ealing.—DRAINAGE.—The Buriat Board 
for‘Ealing and Old Brentford invite tenders for draining 
the roposed Cemetery extension. % Quantities of Mr. 
F. Hall Jones, Patiiament Mansons, Victoria-street, 

inster, S.W. Deposit. . acid 
“Some 2.—-Hendon.—ROADS.—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for providing and laying 11,000 yards of 
approved slag tar-macadam on sections of the Edgware- 
road. Specifications of Mr. S. Slater Grimley, Engin- 
eer’s Dept., Town Hall, Hendon. ; Re 

JUNE 3.—Kingswood.—SEWERS.—The Kingswood 
Urban District Council invite tenders for laying about 
184 yards of 6 in. sewers and 75 yards of 4 in. drains. 
Specifications of Mr. H. Glynn Warne, Surveyor, 
Council Offices, Kingswood. 

JUNE 2.—Manchester.—MAIN DRAINAGE.—The 
Rivers Committee of the Manchester Corporation invite 
tenders for the construction of main drainage work, 
No. 2 B (new outfall sewer from Penstock Chamber, 
near Bridgwater Canal, along Westinghouse-road, to 
Junction Chamber at Trafford Sidings). Quantities at 
the City Engineer’s Office, Town Hall, Manchester. 

eposit £10 10s. igh iy et: 

” town 4.—Hove.—Woop PavinG.—The T.C. invite 
tenders for providing and laying about 3,930 yards 
super of wood-paving in Western-road. Specification 
of Mr. H. H. Scott, Borough Surveyor, Hove. 

JUNE 4—Newmarket (Ireland).—WATERWORKS.— 
Tenders are invited for the provision of a water supply 
to the district. Specifications of Mr. P. H. McCarthy, 
39, Westmoreland-street, Dublin. 

JUNE 7.—Manchester.—PAVING.—The Manchester 
Markets Committee invite tenders for repaving, «c., 
at the City Abattoirs, Manchester. Specification of 
Mr. R. Lawton, Works Manager, Smithfield Market 
Office, Manchester. 

JUNE 16.—Waltham Abbey..-SEWERAGE WoORKs.— 
The U.D.C. invites tenders for sewerage disposal 
works. uantities of Mr. W. C. Holloway, engineer, 
Town Hall, Waltham Abbey. 

JUNE 25,—Llantrisant.—SEWER, &¢.—The Llan- 
trisant and Llantwit Fardre Rural District Council 
invite tenders for the following works :—(1) Extension 
of sewer at Gilfach Garden Village; (2) surface water 
drainage at Thomastown, Tonyrefail. Quantities of 
Mr. Thomas Saunders, Surveyor, 
Pontyclun. Deposit £1. 


Auction Sales, Tenders, &c. 


* JUNE.—Hazlewood, Aldeburgh.—Preliminary notice 
—Messrs. Robert Bond & Sons have received instruc- 
tions from the Disposal Board to offer for sale, building 
material and pa‘nt, huts, timber, miscellaneous hard- 
ware at the Aerodrome, Hazlewood, near Aldeburgh, 
Catalogues may be had in due course of the Auctioneers 
Old Bink House Ipswich 

JUNE 1. — Weston-super-Mare. — Hovusks. — The 
Weston-super-Mare Urban District Council invite ten- 
ders for seven houses. Mr. Harold A. Brown, Sur- 
veyor, Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare. Deposit £2 2s, 

XK JUNE 2.—Littlestone.—Mr. Alfred J. Burrows is 
nstructed, by direction of the Disposal Board, to sell at 
Littlestone Aerodrome, Kent, surplus building 
materials, 650 corrugated iron sheets, timber, iron- 
mongery, &c. Catalogues and conditions of sale of 
Auctioneer, Ashford, Kent. 

%* JUNE 3.—Rendcombe Aerodrome (within four miles 
of Cirencester).—By direction of the Disposal Board, 
Messrs. Bruton, Knowles & Co. will sell by auction 
surplus building materiai, timber, joinery, cement, 
water-pipes, &c. Catalogues from Resident Engineer, 
Brockworth Aerodrome, Gloucester, or from. the 
Auctioneers, Albion Chambers, Gloucester. 

JUNE 3.—London.—Messrs. Daniel Watney & Sons 
will sell in lots in Winchester House, Old Broad-street, 
E.C., if not previously disposed of by private treaty, 
Little Woodcote Estate, freehold over 370 acres, small 
holdings, building land and residences, also large fruit 

lantations, &c. Particulars of the Auctioneers, 44, 

edericks-place, Old Jury, E.C. 2. 


School-street, - 
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JUNE 3.—Surrey.—By™® Order; ofjithe} Board of 
Trade (Timber Controller’s Department), Messrs’ 
Joseph Hibbard ‘& Sons will sell by public auction 
at Salford’s Mill (close to Horley Station, L.B. & S.C 
Rly.), timber, comprising 1,500 to 2,000 standards 
silver spruce, Scotch fir and larch; also large quantity 
of prime oak logs. Catalogues can be obtained from 
the Board of Trade (Timber Controller’s Department) 
80, Newman-street, W.1, or of the Auctioneers 
Newington Green, Islington, N. 1. 


‘SJONE 3.—Sydenham.—Messrs. Browett, Taylor & 
Cordrey, in conjunction with Messrs. H. J. Bromley, 
& Co., will sell 10 choice modern detached residences 
and several large and small building sites. Particulars 
and conditions of sale may be obtained from Messrs. 
Ford, Lloyd Bartlett & Michelmore, Solicitors, 38, 
Bloomsbury-square, W.C. 1. 


JUNE 4 AND 5.—Dartford, Kent.—Messrs. Dann 
& Lucas are instructed to sell by order of the Controller. 
Hut and Building Material Section :—Huts, temporary 
buildings, contractors’ plant and a quantity of various 
building materials. Catalogues in due course of the 
Auctioneers, 23, Budge-row, Cannon-street, E.C. 4, and 
Dartford, Kent. 


* JUNE 4 AND 5.—Dartford, Kent.—Messrs. Dann «& 
Lucas will sell at Joyee-green Aerodrome, huts and 
temporary buildings, builders’ materials, contractors’ 
plant, quantity of tools. Catalogues and conditions 
of sale may be obtained at the Auctioneers’ Offices, 
3, Spital-street, Dartford, Kent. 


%* JUNE 5.—Maidstone.—Messrs. Cronk will sell in lots 
at “Star” Hotel, Maidstone, important freehold 
properties, comprising vaulable brickfield, with wharves, 
warehouses, &c., buildings and railway siding, adjoin- 
ing. Sale particulars of Messrs. Beck, Green & Stops, 
solicitors, Northampton, or of Auctioneers, 1B, King- 
street, St. James’s, S.W. 1. 


JUNE '6.—London.—Messrs. Ferris & Puckridge will 
sell at Winchester House, Old Broad-street, E.C., 
important freehold properties ripe for immediate 
development, situated at Southall and Hanwell. 
Printed particulars and plans, when ready, may be had 
of the vendors’ solicitors. Messrs. Freshfield & Leese, 
31, Old Jewry, E.C. 2, and of the Auctioneers, 79, 
Queen-street, Cheapside, E.C. 4 


* JUNE 10.—Northfleet, Kent.—Mr. H. E. Barham? 
F.C.A. Liquidator British Corrugation, Ltd., College 
hill-chambers, F.C. 4. Tenders are invited for the 
purchase of the whole of the stock of asbestos corru- 
gated sheeting, at present stored at the Company’s 
Works, Northfleet, Kent. 


“JUNE 11.—Westenhanger.—Messrs. Worsfold & 
Hayward will sell at Lympne Aerodrome, by order of 
the Disposal Board, surplus building material, valuable 
contractors’ plant. Catalogue and conditions of sale of 
Auctioneers, Market-square, Dover. 

* JUNE 11.—Winchester.—Messrs. George Smith & 
Son have received instructions to sell on the premises 
the Winchester Organ Works, wood-working machinery, 
timber, &c. Catalogues from the Auctioneers, 78, 
Parliament-street, Winchester. 

JUNE 17., 18,19 AND 20.—By direction of the Dis- 
posal Board, Messrs. Geo. N. Dixon & Co. will sell by 
auction new electric plant and material, new building 
plant and contractor’s plant, at the Oldham Aircraft 
Factory, Holleswood, near Manchester. Admission by 
evtalogue only or written order from the Auctioneers, 
41, Castle-street, Liverpool. For particulars and cata- 
logues supply Messrs. Trollope & Coles, Ltd., Contrac- 
tor’s Ofi73, Gorse Mill, No. 2, Holleswood, Oldham, or 
to the Auctioneers. 

*JUNE 20.—Stamford—At the George Hotel 
Messrs. Driver, Jonas & Co, will sell by auction a desir- 
able agricultural and mineral freehold estate, also the 
far-famed Retton Stone Quarries, unless previously sold 
by private treaty : * ’ 1, 

JUNE 24 AND 25.—Byfleet—Owing to the complet- 
tion of Government contracts, Messrs. W. G. Tarrant 
Sons & Co. have instructed Messrs. Bradshaw,’ Brown 
& Co. to dispose of the buildings and contents of the 
outside yards by public auction, timber buildings 
timber wood-working machinery, twenty Tarrant’s 
sleeping huts, electric motors, motor ’bus, &e., &c, 
Particulars from the Auctioneers. Billiter-square 
Buildings, E.C. 3. 

* JULY 17.—London.—Messrs. Hawkins & Sons are 
instructed by Yelverton, Dawbarn Bros., Ltd., to 
sell by tender the freehold factory, steam saw joinery 
and moulding mills, with nearly three acres of land, 
up to date machinery, &c. Tenders on prescribed form 
to be delivered at Surveyor’s offices by June 17. Full 
detailed particulars may be obtained from Messrs, 
Yelverton, Dawbarn Bros., Ltd., ; of Messrs. Taylor, 
Simpson & Mosley, solicitors, Derby: or of Messrs, 
Hawkins & Sons, surveyors, 114, Hart-street, W.C. 1 

* No DATE.—London.—The Secretary, H.M. Office 
of Works invite tenders for 1,800 tons of corrugated iron 
No. 18 gauge, 8-3in. in ordinary lengths. Forms of 
tender on application to Sir Frank Baines, H.M. Office 
of Works, Storey’s-gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. 

%* SALES BY TENDER.—By direction of the Disposal 
Board of the Ministry of Munitions :—Upwood <Aero- 
drome, Huddersfield: Buildings and land on which 
they stand, or buildings separately. Manchester : 
Galvanised flexible steel wire, steel wire rope, (also at 
Victoria Wharf, London, and Newcastle-on-Tyne). 


MAY AND JUNE.—London.—By direction of the 
Surplus Government Property Disposal Board, at the 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, N.1. A series of 
highly important sales will be held at the above hall, 
including a very large number of motor cars, lorries, 
vans, ambulances, tenders, cycles, sidecars, and 
embracing motor vehicles of almost all descriptions by 
well-known makers. Applications for catalogues 
(price, 1s.) of Messrs. Goddard & Smith, 196, Piccadilly, 
W.1; or Mr. J. Trevor, 231, Regent Street, W. 
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Public Appointments. 


& May 31.—Yeovil.—The Borough Council 

invites applications for the position of clerk » wae 
connection with the erection of 44 houses b the 
Council under the Housing of the Working Ch : 
Acts. Applications marked “Clerk of Work 
stating age, experience and salary required, &¢. ¢ 
Mr. H. C. C. Batten, Town Clerk, Yeoyij. ’ °°” © 


JUNE 2.—Hove.—Applications are inv; 
the Hove Borough Council for the a polntment- of 
temporary architectural assistant. Salary £300 ; 
annum, preference being given to those with experh 
ence in town planning. Also for the appointment of 

temporary general assistant. Salary £160 

annum. Candidates must be experienced in levellj 

and surveying and had pate experience in the 
office of a Municipal urveyor. Applications jp 
candidates’ own handwriting, stating age and experi- 
ence, and when at liberty, accompanied by copies of 
not more than three recent testimonials, and endorsed 
‘* Architectural Assistant” or “General Assistant” 
to Mr. H. H. Scott, Borough Surveyor, Town Hail 
Hove. : 

*% JUNE 4.—Banbury.—The R.D.C. Tequire a Clerk 
of Works in connection with the Council housing 
scheme. 

* JUNE 4.—Wellington.—The U.D.C. invive applica. 
tions from qualified architects for: (1) Plese a 
lay-out of a building site, including roads, sewers, &e, : 
(2) Designing and supervising the erection of about 
100 workmen’s houses. 

XK IJUNE 4.—Woodbridge——The Woodbridge archi- 
tects are invited to communicate with Mr. G. G. Kell 
Clerk to the Council, Boardroom, Woodbridge, stating 
terms uy‘ which they will advise as to sites, pre 
plans, anu supervise the erection of approximately 250 
dwelling houses and attend meetings of the Housing 
Committee when required. be 
“KI UNE 6.—Canterbury.—The City Council of Canter- 
bury require the services of a thoroughly experienced 
road foreman. Wages £3 per week. Written appli- 
cation to be forwarded to Mr. A. C. Thurley, A.M.L.CE. 
City Surveyor, Canterbury. 

JUNE 9.—Essex.—The Ongar R.D.C. require at 
once the services of a competent architect for proposed 
housing scheme, comprising 200 to 300 agricultural 
cottages. Applications, endorsed ‘‘ Architect,” stating 
terms, &c., to The Clerk, Council House, Ongar, Essex. 


* JUNE 10.—Mansfield——The Borough Council of 
Mansfield invite applications for the post of building 
inspector in Borough Surveyor’s Department, at an 
inclustve salary of £4 per week. Application in 
handwriting, stating age, previous experience, en- 
dorsed “ Building Inspector,” to J. Harrop White, 
Town Clerk, Mansfield. 

* JUNE 16.—Brentford.—The Brentord U.D.C. 
invite applications for the appointment of a surveyor 
and engineer for their district. Previous experience 
necessary. Salary, £500 per! annum; and _ person 
appointed must reside in the district. Applications, 
stating age, &c, enclosing copies of not more than 
three recent testimonials (which will not be returned), 
endorsed ‘Surveyor and Engineer,’ to Cnas. Turner, 
Clerk, Clifden House, Brentford. 

%* JUNE 16.—ExETER.—The City Architects’ Depart- 
ment require chief assistant. Salary £275 per annum, 
and temporary general assistant for housing work. 
Salary £4 per week. Apply, with copies of three recent 
testimonials, to John Bennett, Esq., City Architect, 
Exeter. 

*JUNE 9—Borough of Maidenhead.—The Town 
Council invite applications for position of architectural 
assistant to Borough Surveyor for purposes of housing 
scheme. Salary £5 5s. perfweek. Apply with copies 
of three recent testimonials to H. E. Davies, Esq. 
Town Clerk, Maidenhead. 

*x JUNE 21.—Swansea.—The Council of the Borough 
of Swansea invite applications for the following 
temporary appointments: Assistant Quantity Sur- 
veyor ; salary £275 per annum. Quantity Surveycrs 
Junior Assistant; salary, £120. Four Architectural 
Assistants; salaries, £250, £220, £180 and £150 
according to experienee. Applications, stating age, ~ 
together with three recent testimonials, endors 
“ Honsing Assistants,” to Mr. H. Lang Coath, Town 
Clerk, Guildhall, Swansea. 3 1g 


=a NO DatE.—Acton, London, W.—The Acton U D.C. 
invite applications from capable architectural draughts; 
men, with previous experience in the preparation ~ 
plans of housing and town planning, for the post 0 
architectural assistant in the Engineer’s and Surveyors 
Department, Salary £5 5s. per week. Applications, 
giving full particulars, to Engineer and es 
Council Offices, Acton, W. 3, endorsed “ Architectu 
Assistant.” 

*xNo DaTE.—Hong Kong.—The Government of 
Hong Kong require assistant engineer for the Arch tec 
tural Office of the Public Works Department ior Se 
years’ service, with®* possible permanency = > 
£10—£450, duty allowance £40 per annum, and Wa 
Bonus of 10 per cent, on salary and duty allowanet 
Apply by letter to Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4; 
Mill Bank, S.W. 2. 


Competitions. 
BBXIUNE 4.—Devonshire.—The Bovey Tracey \ 
Memorial Committee are open to receive (he vfallen 
a drinking fountain, inscribed with names of the fa! on 
cost not to exceed £350. Particulars may be oon 
and designs sent to Mr. F. Alford, Hon. 5ec., 
Tracey, Devon. ‘al Com: 
JUNE 16.—Beverley—The War Memorial for 8 
mittee of Beverley invite designs in competition 
war memorial, to be erected at a cost not Huntley 
£3,000. Full ‘particulars of Mr. Lockwood Hi tf 
the Public Library, Beverley, to whom designs: 
be delivered. 


I 
Best § 
Pe 


Fletto 

Best 
brid 
bric 


GLAZE 


Best 
Ivol 
Salt 
Stre 

fleade 

Quoin. 
nose 
Flat 
Secc 

and bt 

Glaze, 


Thame 
Pit Sa 
Thame 
Best V 
qin. 
Cont 


} in. 


Best P 
63/6 
Ferroc: 
Best G 
NOTE.- 
char, 
each 
cond 
Grey S 
Stourb: 


Batu 
West 
Sout 

Do. do 
Elms 

Do. do. 
Depe 

PORTLA 
Brov 

av 
Ni 

St: 

G. 
Do. d 

sta 
Whit 
Nott 
average 

KaNvbo! 


Ancaste 
in 

Grinshi! 
Darley 

block 


York § 
Del 
Scapple 
6 in. ga 
30 ft. 

6 in, rul 
8 in. sa 
Zin. t 
{rand 
I} in. te 
Harp 
Del 
Seapple: 
6 in. gay 
super. 
6 in. rul 
in. gay 

2 In. sel: 


(The 
Feb. 7, 

Pursua 
1918, th 
Notice t} 
the max 
told. 1 


Inches 


xx 
i 


CO > > 


1S PS 1S 0S 0S PO OO PO FO PO PO PO Co Co CO 


a ae ae 





x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
to 3 
to 3 
ey 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


18) 


U) 


7 











i. 


nt of 

T 
sling 
1 the 
s in 
peri- 
es of 


ant, ” 
Hall, 


Nerk 
sing 


lica- 
’ the 
ke, ; 
bout 
‘chi- 
Cell 
ting 
pare 
250 
sing 


iter: 











May 30, 1919. ] 








THE BUILDER 





A 
IN 
PRICES CURRENT GF MATERIALS * 








Ly Fd 


; 2 : m AC 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, 


Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 


up to London Bridg>. £s d 
ROE SEF PORT em 316 6 
Per 1000, Delivered at London Goods S'atton- 
8s. d. 4 6s. ad 
Flettons ....-- 29 6 Best Biue 
Beat Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Tire fordshire A ae. 
bricks ...-+- 9 6 O Do. Bulinose.. 8 3 6 
Blue Wire Cuts 623 6 


GLazED BriGKs— 


Best White, D’ble Str'tcli'ra 2819 0 


Ivory, and D’ble Headers °5 10 0 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 21 10 O two Ends .. 2910 0 
fleaders....--+ 21 0 O Two Sides and 
Quoins, Bull- one End.... 30 10 0 


and 
eS 2610 O Squints..... 23 nv f 
Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hat. 
Glaze, £5 10s.extra over white. 


nose and 4 hin. Splays 


ea 4 
Thames Ballast ........ 18 6 per yard, delivered 
OS ae 17 O 
Thames Sand .......c0. im © sw 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... = e-. « radius 
jin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding 
Ne er Oe tou 
} in. 99 ” 17 0 ” ” 
Per ton. delivered in London area. 
gE «a @. Eada 
Best Portland Cement ...... $10 6 .. 813 8 
63/6 alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Yerrocrete per ton extra on above. .. 5 0 


Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 5 Oatriy. depot. 
Nore.—The cement or lime Is excltisive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. ‘The sacks are charged at 2s. tj 
each and eredited at 2s. each if returned in cou. 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 55s. Od. per ton delivered 
Stourbridge Vireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. «jt. 
STONE. 


Bath STONE—delivered in railway trucks at »s. d 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.h., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 2 0 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 13 
\)o. do. delivered on road waggous at Nine Elms 

_ ee 666 606046065 660559960008 ate = ee 
PORTLAND STONE— ‘ 


Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Mileage Sw.Sicn 


G.W .B., DOt 8b. OBOB 2 ccccccceesce. cece 2 'ug 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, per £6. CUDS... cccccscccccccccs 2 1%4 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Note.—4#d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 2! ft 


average. 
kaNbom BLOCKS—Per . Cube, delivered at Rly.1); ot 
‘. &. 


s. d. 
Ancasterin blocks 3 2 Closeburn Red 
Ber in blocks... 1 11 Freestone ...... 3 4 
Grinshill in blocks 2 9 Red & White Mans- 
Darley Dale in fleldrandom block 5 2 
_ ae 3 2 Yeilow Magnesian 


: Limestone do.do 4 2 
York STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
_ Delivered at any Goods Station London, 
Seappled random blocks ....... Per It. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
cae a ere Per It. Super 
Sin, rubbed two sides, ditto ” 
Sin. sawn two sides slabs (random sizea) ,, 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
ES ES. ~ 
I} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ............ A 1 
Harp Yorr— : 
__ Delivered atany Goods Station London. 
Seappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 
| eae ae Per It. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... * 
in. sawn two sides slabs*(random sizes) _,. 
2 in. self-faced random flags .. Per Ya:d Super 


WOOD. 


(The following prices are the Controller's prices fixed 
Feb. 7, 1919. The control is now remove.) 


Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 

‘¢ maximum prices at which imported timber may be 

These prices are per standard landed and in store. 


WHITE —_ REDWOOD. 


oe 


_ 
noe 


noe 


wo 


or 


Doone 
NINen c& 


st 2nd 3rd and 4th 

In unsorted 
‘ ches ten, £24 €4& ££ & 
7 Oe axeses -. 5410 5210 4910 47 10 
; i eee --. 5010 4810 4510 43 10 
‘ pk ae 4710 4510 4210 4010 
; i ee 4710 4510 4210 4010 
3 xX 8........' 4610 4410 4110 39 lU 
; 1, Ree 46 0 44 0 41 0 39 O 
: = pees 4510 4310 4010 3810 
94 “ OP aes visita 4510 4310 3910 37 10 
4 _: x 1] 5310 5110 4810 4610 
9 ~¢ Bi e) 48 0 46 0 43 0 41 «0 
af ~ 4, 46 0 44 0 41 0 39 0 
af x es 4510 4310 4010 38 10 
e e pasauacue 4510 4310 3910 37 10 
¢ x il ........ 5310 5110 4810 4610 
=. . ES 48 0 46 0 43 0 41 0 
9 x 8... 4610 4410 4110 3910 
ee eee 460 44 0 41 0 39 O 
Se nthe 4510 4310 4010 38 10 
7 fe 4410 4210 3910 37 10 
4410 4210 40 0 38 O 


U} 


7 


SORTED LARCHWOOD at 3rd Archangel Led- 
. wood Prices. 
Boards, Ist and 2nd, £1 10s, extra 
Boards, 3rd and 4th, £1 extra. 


woo) (Continued) 
WHITE SEA WHITEWOOD. 


2nd and 3rd 
Ist unsorted 

fuches Se. S 4, & 4. 
oe Setkeecnaaenee 52 0 50 0 47 0 
© MD aevtecn<sss 48 0 46 0 43° «9 
= Re eee 46 10 44 10 41 10 
Se S 3 Biksentes 43.10 41 10 38 10 
7 oe @ 0 Pico cats 43 10 41 10 38 10 
= eS 8 GE ss asice 42 10 40 10 37 10 
eS. Bicss coun 42 10 40 10 37 10 
£ te SS See 41 10 39 10 36 10 
SOS SK GiscS dave 41 10 39 10 36 10 


Boards, £1 extra per std. 


FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £10 10s. per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 
U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 
strips), £35. 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN 
MATCHING. 
U/S Red and White. 
Per 100ft. super. Per 109 ft. super 
lgin. P.E. at 60/- jin. P.E. at 30/- 
ltin, P.K. at 30/- gin. PE. at 75/6 
lin. P.K. at 4/- gin. P.E. at 20/6 
jin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra, 


hLOORING AND 


PLANED BOARDS—11 in., £45 per standard; 10 in., 
£43 per standard; 9 in., £43 per standard; 8 in., 
£41 per standard. 

YELLOW PINE. 

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
Tnches £ 8. S & a £ 8. 
3 12andup.. 67 0 55 0 5010 44 O 
3 | BRS ster 64 0O 53. O 48 10 44 0 
3 eee 58 0 48 O 44 0 42 0 
> >» i otaesek haere 57 O 47 0 43°40 41 0 
SK Brcccceccere 55 (0 45 0 42 0 39 =O 
BX Teovvcececass 55 «(0 45 0 42 0 39 «(OO 


x j 
3 x 6 and down 52 O s.0 -® 8 37. 0 
For complete speciicat on and controlled prices, see 
** London Gazette,” «ebruary 7, 1319. 
bry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asinch ....... os: 2 «a — 
2 in. do. do. ee £ wz —_— 
Ury Mahogany—Honduras, 
labaseo, African, per 
ft. super, as incn eR: as 0 4 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... 03 0 .,, 04 0 
Teak (Rangoon, Moulmein 
or Java). perload.. .. 70 0 0 .. 8 O 0 
American Whitewood 
planks, ner ft. cube 1 8 O ‘ 110 0 
Scotch Glue, per lb. ..... 03 «0 ‘ = 
Liqu.d Glue, pint ...... 2s ae — 
Per 1,000 
TILES, f.o.r. London. 
est machine-made tiles from Broseley or €£ 38. d. 
Staffordshire district............ mms 2 ae 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 6 7 6 
Ornamental ditto ........--+ee06- mean. 2a 3S 
Nip and valley tiles (per dozen) vleoeste OS © 
METALS. 


JUISTS, GIRDERS. ANGLES, C.1. COLUMNS, &o. 
(Prices controlled by Ministry of Munitions.) 
WROUGHT-IKON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 

(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 

Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 2} in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 

25 Oe 325 


(GiaS ....- eee ° 
WEE i veesesee . se Ste cose 30 
Steam ........- ae 25 .... 20 273 


Galvanised Gas .. 24 a «see en 25 

im Water +73 20 .... Net. 224 

ie Steam +174 17k ....+7% 20 

L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipES—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 


Pipe. angles. stuck angles 
8. 8. d 8. d, 
2in. peryd.in6fts.. 4 2 .. 3 1 3 8 
2¢ in. “ wo ££ Bw & 8 4 7 
3 in. o a; a es 5 6 
34 in. so a oe Soe 6 6 
4in. ies a. eB oe oe 7 3 


Bends, stock Branches, 


RAIN-WaATER Pipes, &C. | 
stock angles 


Pipe. angles. 
ad 


8. ad. 8. d. > ° 
2in, per yd. in 6fta, plain 2 9 .. 1 3h... 2 4 
2bin, 4 = ott tiiu & @ 
3 in. ~ ” ot ££ wt Sw FB 
Siin. o oo 8 © « 8 F «- 8 ae 
4 in. ” ” ‘ofan uO 5 3 


L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES,—9 ft. lengths. london Prices, 


4in., 83. 2d. .. Sin. 9s. 7d. - 6Gin., 1lls. Od, 
Pcr ten in Londya. 
{RON— £s.d £ sg. d. 
Common Bars .......- 17 10 O 18 10 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 18 0 0 .. 18 0 0 
Staffordshire ‘“* Marked 
Bars” Senetoees ~_ eee an BeOS 
Mild Steel Bats ........ 388 welCUSHUOOCUO 
steef Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price oo Be Ss 23 13 0 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 2210 0 .. 2310 0 
° .. Galvanised .. 33 0 0... os 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Orcinary sizes to 20g... 23 0 0 .. 2310 O 
; : ae, FF « Vw se 
se... BSD s 26 0 0 


” 


Sheet iron. Galvanised flat, ordinary quality— 


Urdinary sizes, 6 ft. by = 
2ft.wsft.to20g... 34 0 0.0. — ) eg 

Ordinary sizes to 22 g. : ‘38 
eee roe 34 0 0,.3410 0 ok 

Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 O 0..3610 0/4 


Since our last issue vaiious prices have been revised.—Ld.] 


METALS (UCon/inued). 
Per ton in London 
, 8s. d. £3 
Sheet Iron, Gatvanised, flat, best quality— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 85 10 0 


22 g. and | Nominal 


SO Br ctascdceedesss 36 0 0 prices. 
Ordinary aizes to 26¢... 39 O O 
Ralvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
“ae sizes, 6 ft. to 
J are 33.«0 «OO 7 a! 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and Nomina 
Sistinchcedeanesen sne ..f- = 
Ordinary sizes. 26g..... 82 10 O ,, only. 
Beat Soft steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 
ORG GRE. oc cccccecese 2610 0 .. _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 
eS 33 18. © is - 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 28 10 O ., oa 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to 6 in. .... =. 9.3 1. mos 
(Under 3 in.., usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London. 
LEAD—Sheet, English,4ib. £ 8. a 
Oe Micnsscensciens 38 0 0 .. _- 
PINS Mb GONE cccccccces 38 10 O .. - 
i, eae , es es — 
Compo pipe .....-..0.» 43 10 0 = 


NoTE—Ceuntry delivery, 203. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 cwt., ls. 6d. per ewt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s 
ewt. extra, 

Old lead, ex London area, } 400 


at Mills ...... per ton} ~ 
Do., ex country, carriage 2 0 on 

furwatd...... per ton } = 

CopPpER— 

Strong Sheet.:..per lb. 0 2 3% — 
Thin nm ose , Ss ate 
Copper nails .... 4, ss _— 
Copper wire .... 45 . = 8 —_ 
rin—English Ingots ,, 0 2 6 — 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ ,, 01 3 —_ 
Tinmen’s........ ye S § +S ond 
Blowpipe ...... ee a _ 

GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths 74d. $82 oz.fourths .... 109d 
op GEE 90 00.0% 8d. oe CRED ccccce Liga. 
21 ,, fourths 84d. Fluted,Obscured and 
oo CRIES ccccce GG. Knamelied Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths .... 94d. 15 oz. 7g 
thirds ...... 10}d. 21 ,, Sad. 


se 
Extra price according to size and substance for 
squares cut from stock, 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
$s Rolled plate (unobtainable) ......... cocoe 
Yy Kiough rolled and rough cast plate.......... 60. 

Rough rolled and rough cast plate........ . Sid 


Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceame 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 


PU MED 6.6.000000 6000800064068 7 

Ditto, tinted ...cccccccccccvccccecccess Téa 
ROUGE BROS cc cccccececcccces 90060ses000 6d. 
White Rolled Cathedral.............-++-. 6d. 
linted rer TTT er 64a. 
PAINTS, &c. £8. 4. 

Raw Linseed Oil in oa or per gallon 9 9 ? 
- a » in barrels.... * 0 9 7 
a we — . eee * 010 OG 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... - 010 O 
- me » in drums .... me 010 6 
Curpentine in barrels.......... 0 8 10 
“ in drums (10 gall.) .. ae 991 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, perton64 5 0 


(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 

GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 1b. tins) not 


less than 5 cwt. lots..per tondelivered 90 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per tov 47 10 0 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ percwt. | 1 O 
FUOCCT.. cocccccvcee Secceccecete per cwt 016 6 
Sise. AD Quality: ... cc ccccecess fkn 0 6 0 
VARNISHES, &. Pf 4°" 
Fine Pale Oak .........--+. 605000400068 016 0 
Pale Copal Oak .........+.- onscvecesece 017 0 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak.........++++ soo OR 2 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ............ 018 0 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
MENOD. cccnsececedsscesveterntese ew =. eS 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ......... » e288 
Fine Pale Manle ...ccccccccesccepeccecce » & Se 9 
Finest Pale Durabie Copal.........++.- n° 2 
Extra Pale French Oil ....ccccsecscsecee 1 4 U 
DE WINNER, ccc cccccccccesccocscsss 3B DY 8 
Wee PAIS RAMEE cc cccccccccccecccece &§ 8 @ 
DO TEED cccccccecesessooscesss: OM GD 
Best Japan Gold Size .......eceeeeeeeeeee 9 12°0 
Best Black Japan ...... PHOS | F 
Oak and Mahogany Stain .......0.+++++02 912 0 
Brunswick Black ...... cenineocaaeees, aa 
Berlin Black.....ccccccee sessasemnss 2 a 
Kmotting’ .cccccecccscce Sa FO 
1 0 0 


French and Brush Polish 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER and is copyright. 
Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
averaye prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
ptices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this informatior. 





% 
550 
BOOK. 
Housing by Public Utility ¥ Societies.—The 
Government Proposals. London: The 


Local Government Board. Price Id. 
Tats is a topical booklet which explains, in 
simple terms, the proposals of the Government 
in regard to the provision of working-class 
houses. It contains notes on the formation 
of public utility societies, and gives particulars 
as to how loans, subsidies, and other financial 
assistance can be obtained. 

with” the late “arm ef 
Ww. x Lasonans & Ge, 


OGILVIE & 60., 3-23. 


Mlidmay Works, Mildmay Avenue, Islington, W, 
EXPERTS IN HIGH-CLASS JOINERY. 


ALTERATIONS AND DECORATIONS, vax" 


ELECTRIC 
LIGHTING 


in all its branches 


b 
F. TROY & CO. 


Electrical Engineers, 
194 & 196, Finchley Rd., 
Hampstead, N.W. 3. 


Telephones: Hampstead 3161.& 3162 


W. J. FURSE, 


Traffic St., 
NOTTINGHAM. 


LIGHTNING 
CONDUCTORS. 


CHIMNEY SHAFTS 


BUILT or REPAIRED 
WITHOUT SCAFFOLDING. 


Church Spires and 
Towers Restored. 


Write for Iinstrated Catalogue, 








Telephone: Datston 1988 
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Tel : 
FURSE, NOTTINGHAM.“ 
Telephone Nos.: 
2206 and ser, 





GINS) THE BUILDER 








TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
aheuld be addressed to “ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 


* Denotes accepted. t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS.—The following tenders 
were accepted during April :— 
BUILDING WoRKS.—Birmingham District, ordinary 

works and repairs: J. E. Harper, Birmingham. 
Brighton and Hove, ordinary works and repairs: 
W. A. Field & Cox, Brighton. Bristol and Avon- 
mouth, ordinary works and repairs: T. Weeks 
Bristol. Bunford (Somerset), flax mill, general 
builders’ work: R. G. Spiller, Chard, Somerset. 
Bury St. Edmunds, flax mill, general builders’ work : 
Walter Jones & Sons, London, 8.W. Cardiff District, 
ordinary works and repairs: Joseph Thomas & Son, 
Cardiff. Dover, Duke of York’s School, Guston, 
ordinary works and repairs: G. Lewis & Sons, Dover. 
Fort William, adaptation of Highland Hotel as a 
hostel: D. Mcdougall, Fort William, Glasgow, 
Central Employment Exchanges, Balmoral Hotel, 
Sauchiehall-street, painter’s work: R. & C. Smellie, 
Glasgow. Hampton Court, Kew and Richmond 
District, ordinary works and repairs: Limpus & Son, 
Kingston, Surrey. Leeds District, ordinary works 
and repairs: Lazenby Bros., Leeds. Leicester Dis- 
trict, ordinary works and repairs: Chitham & Co., 

td., Leicester. Live District, ordinary works 
and repairs; John Williams, Liverpool. Manchester 
and Salford District, ordinary works and repairs: 
J. Hibbert & Co., Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
ordinary works and repairs: S. F. Davidson, New 
castle-on-Tyne. _Newcastle-on-Tyne, ‘‘ Lynwood,” 
Jesmond Dene, ——— for a hospital for Ministry 
of Pensions: W. B. Cooper & Sons, Sunderland. 
Peterborough, flax mill, general builders’ work: 

Harold Arnold & Sons, Ltd., Doncaster. Preston 
(Somerset), flax mill, general builders’ work: R. G. 
Spiller, Chard, Somerset. Selby, flax mill, general 
builders’ work: J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton 
Manchester. Sheffield District, ordinary works and 
repairs : Ash, Son & Biggin, Ltd., Sheffield. Swansea, 
grain stores, ordinary works and repairs: D. Jenkin, 
Ltd., Swansea. Windsor District, ordinary works 
and repairs: W. Goddard & Son, Eton. 


ENGINEERING WORKS.—East Greenwich, H.M. Fuel 
Research Station, steelwork for heating furnace and 
condenser staging: James Allen, Senr., & Son, Ltd., 
Iondon, E.C. Flax production, D.F. breakers: 

. Levi Farinaux, Paris. Three-way plug cocks 
(retting) : The Steam Fittings Co., Ltd., West Drayton, 
Middlesex. C.I. pipes, crosses, &c., for retting tanks : 
Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd., Glasgow. ie, flax mill, 
electric overhead runway in retting room: Herbert 
Morris, Ltd., Loughborough. 


J.J, ETRIDGE, J" 


SLATH MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 


Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD or FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 








Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 


Ke 


[May 30, 1919, 


F*LEIOESTER.—For villa, Letchworth-rood, Westen 
Park, Leicester, for Mr. A. W. Smith, Mr. 'g. Bland 
Surveyor, Fosse-road North, Leicester :~ — 


_e. — — Pea £17 te 
tx F. Blliott, Leicester .. 22225212111) ine3 
 IAVERPOOL.—Messrs. F. D. Huntinedon. Ltd 
have been awarded the contract for the «rection of 
a match factory at Garston. The buildings comprise 
one two-story reinforced-concrete ware) use - two 


one-story brick and steel warehouses; larve welfare 
building for 2,000 employees, and a two-story office 
block. P 

LONDON.—Metropolitan Water Board :— 
Repairs at 40, Kew Bridge-road— 





* ‘Chapman & Sons .. ‘a -. £59 10 
Redecoration of cottages, Merthyr-terrace, Barnes— 
w*Chapman & Sons... a oo £126 10 
Mr. F. J. Cook ; -. £167 0 
Mr. G. W. Clarke .. ba -. £178 10 
Repairs at Ranelagh House, Surbiton— 

*Gaze & Sons Ke oa ae 4 13 
Powley Bros. ee a4 << £03 
Offer & Sons os as -. £89 10 

Redecoration of cottage, Ferry-lane Pumping Station 

*Mr. H. Almond io “i -. £70 0 

Mr. A. Webb << mal n- 
Redecoration of cottages, Willesden Reservwii— 
*Mr. F. J. Cook ‘a ae so £07 8 





- PRESTON.—Supply of stone breakers to the Corpora: 
ion :— 
oe Me ee ree £177 10 


JAPANESE OAK 


dry and ready for immediate use. 


SYDNEY PRIDAY 


24 EASTCHEAP, E.c.3 


Tel.: AVENUE 667. 



























RTHUR FOULDS| 


LTD . 


JOINERY MANUFACTURER 
HIGH-CLASS WORK 


at 


COMPETITIVE PRICES. | § 


SPENCER WORKS, HARBUT ROAD, 
ST. JOHN'S HILL, $-W- ff. 





Telephone: BATTERSEA 2268. 








WW HOWARD BROSz Co 


58, TRINITY SQUARE EC3 
Sole W#gents for UK & Gurope for 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVT 
pag STATE SAW MILLS poy 


. 


























HOWELL J, WILLIAMS 


Builders 
High-Class Building 


Joinery Work 
11/17, BERMONDSEY STREET, 


Telenhone: 
HOP 202 


Builders of very many well-known Banks, Office 


| 
and Business premises. Our works especially | 
convenient for City Building and fittings. | 


Ltd. 


and 





LONDON BRIDGE, S.E. |. | 
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